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15:4 great and perpetual: Fri- 
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.!The Dedication. 
Crate, if Gly of Apteftors 
had note, \\ 

9TÞjs I habe "on Aon) 
publickh bo acknowledge, and T 
kneel to 'your | Clementy -for a 
Pardon \of the" buld Prout? of 
that Ambition, - the - almaſe ttt}= 
pardonable C onfidence of 4#D#= 


diatery Adareſs from ſo mean 


to fo great a. Perſon," and the 
preſuming- 10 'offer 'Yarh Imipzre 
feet Diſcourſes,"us theſe Ser= 
mans, 20 your moſs Proriing ant 
diſcerning "Julement. - 

But mbatever Defects Hymay 
labour under,'they'were Preach= 
ed -tnith-an Honeſt Deſign of 
doing God and the King. the 


mol 


muſs reg” -—>@71 I ould, 
J#n theſe Licentious and». Stdis 
tus, Jhmes.', And they care 
vom. Publiſted 01D @n' PO&dte 
raging Hope, "vs well as \with 
an» bianble Deſire, of reveguing 
the. beſt Advantage. they are | 
Capable of, towards the.\pro= | 
moteng their mell\ohfen Defigh, 

io they. may bt fhekeved un- 
der the auſpicious and: favor 
rable Proteition of fuch an = 
laſtrious Patron:of Pions Loy 
alty, as the Fir b. and Thgh- 
qd A Blog: ves 


"For 
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The Dedication. 

. Your Grace well knoweth 
ah Lyaliy 1s a confiderable 
Part of 7 Chriſien hgion ; 
and.that it is no _ more 
ſerenuouſly afferted, than in the 


Charch - England ;  Charch 


W fignall Eminent. as upon all 


other Accounts, fo particular- 


| þ for requiring af all ber Mem 


5 the moſt faithful Allegio | 
ance. and Sutjettton to. t 
Lanfol Soveraign, his Heirs 
and. Succeſſor. 

Hence it. was, that { Th 
though the preſent Age bath 


grad but few Profthrtes 
om the Church of Rome to 


* _oy many from' us t6 


them) 


maſt tori Sevice Teould, 
-tn theſe Licentious and... Stdi> 
tious.\Times. , And they care 
nom. Publiſhed Di&b @n' PObte 
raging Hope, as we(l ag \with 
an: bumble Deſire, "6 \rebtsoing 
the. beſt Advantage. they cate 
Capable of, towards the. pro- 
mating their mell:choſen Defigh, | 
of they..may .$t fiekered uns N 
der -the auſpicious and. favor 
rabl Protetion of fuch an U- 
laftrious Patron:of: Pious Loy 
alty, as the. Firs. and. High- 
id Dake 1n.Eng and, vext 


o the! Blond Royal, 
ts, Thad, in mi, | 
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The Dedication. 

. Your Grace well knoweth 
a —_ 's 4 confuderable 
Part # G rijuzan Religion ; 
T that wo _ where more 

ena erted, than in the 
Clerk ES pland ; @ Charch 
fignally Emanent. as upon all 


other Accounts, fo particular- 


or requiring ofa her Meme 
FA Uber; hen ul _y = 
ance. and Lf ok £0. t 
Lawfal S ont bign, his Heirs rs 
and Sucreſſors. 

" Hence it. was, that f =Y 


though the preſent Age bath 


grad but few Profehrtes 
om the Church of Rome to 


" and too many from us to 
them) 


_ 'Fhe:Dedication. 
them) neither "the:-Corrufition 
of >the Times, wor«#be prepudi= 
ces of |Education;'nor the pow= 
erful-Influence of \the Neereſt 
and: Pen [6 Relations, nora 
ny of. 8boſe mg. Confideraa 
Fs ra 67 _ a 
ſoap\o0ith, other: Hg cold 
keep Your Grace from. the Com=- 
munion. of our:Charch ; athing 
very. memorable and worthy to 
be known\.by' all Poſterity,\ both 
to our Churches.eternal*, Ho= 
nour, and. to Your. Gracttim- 
we": nates Ma 

ord, \The ver Hei t 
of your: Diguity,: Em i | 
ta Cond Mapeſiys and: Roy= 

al 


S The Dediation: 
al Highneſs, doth:hardly equal 
the tranſcendent Height of. your 
Great -and. \ Noble. i. Spirit; 
which. makes 1t +0 Province 
worthy of an Angel, te proe- a 
1p Charatter of . Your Grace; 
and forbids my weak Pen to. ate: 
empt '1t, leſt I ſbould affront 
our Heroick Virtue, with a 
diſſonant .and defermed Pa- 
negyrick, . But yet, as an Echo 
of publick Fame, T fball ad= 
venture to Tees, what mith 


ly ſaid of Tour Grace, That 
none ever more deſer= 
vedly enjoyed the Fa- 
vour. of his Prince, or 

the 


an unammoas Voice 1s general= 


thelove of his Country, 
td long\may' your Graz livell 
£7' enjoy. more" and more of both, 
*  matal yuu "be at laſs tran- 
flated from” this great Fap= 
fane(s to'w.far Greater, G1 
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2 An Advertiſement. 
ls H E Author of theſe Sermons bes 
b= ing induced to publiſh the three 
| former, by the Defires and Ap» 

\ probation of ſome confiderable Perſons, who 
08 4rd them preached, bath choſen himſelf 
to add the fourth ; in which he hath en- 
deavoured to finiſh what he began in the 
third, He knows: they-.are- ſent forth tne 
to a Learned and Critical, and(which is 
| more diſcouraging) into a Contentious and 
Cenſorizous World. But he is willing to 
ſacrifice his Name and Reputation, and 
whatever he accounts dear or pretions, to 
G the Cauſe of God and the King, and to the 
Tutereſts of Peace, and Truth, and Juſtice. 
He is content to paſs thorow evil Report, 
el or good Report, if by the Divine Favour 
WH and Bleſſing, theſe plain Diſcourſes may be 
any way Eovefciat even to the meaneſt 
Readers, by convincing them whot They 

i are to Reform, and whom they are to O- 
N& &ey, and how impoſſible it is to be good 
Chriſtians, if they be not good Subjeds ; 
that being, preſerved from the pernicious 


/ 


contagion of Seditious Principles, and h;: 
VIng. a due ſenſe of, and a grateful Af- 
fellion wato. the moſt Ancient and Fxcel. 
tent. . Conflitutinh - of -Goverkment, jwhich 
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God "Batlr plated over us, they may lead | 
under it a quiet an able life i 
a quiet and peace, wt 6 _- all 
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(NF ftw: Repentance an Reformation 

- of blt® Setves, 'our 'unrverſal Oblt- 

gation to it, the. Divine Afſſtgnce we may 
0 o& - , | AY # has 4 « 

expedt therein, and the preſent neceſſity of it, 
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not admitting any. delays 5 
 Preached Jan, 13. 164. -0s Jer:::35; 
15 —Return ye now: every\.man-from 
his evil, way and\amend, your doings.” 
i of ko ao ergy gi 10. DET 
| 3 SERMON... 2 + SET 
Of the Duties of Revering aud Honour- 
ing God and the King, and the danger 
of Aſſociating with Seditious Innovators. 
Preached Feb. 4. 1643. On Prov. 24. 
21,22, My ___ Son, fear. thou .the--Lord 
and the King, and meddle not with them 
that are given to change. For their Ca- 


lamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who 
knoweth the ruine of them both ? | 
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The Contents. ___. 
"SERMON Il 


of the Inconventence of Polyarchy and 
Popular Soveraignty, the Pla gues and 


Mig hi 2 tes ations, - 1 Ge tru 
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nee-they yay 
Ped an, 39. 1644.0 Prov.28. 

' the key Ao art* of the 2 Yerſe. For the 
ro Aaland many. arg the 
+ thera, but by a man, Bi | 


* "SERMON. 1v:. 
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SI the Excelleny of Aa and FA 
great." Blefivy of a Wiſe Monarch. 

| CO RIIIED | 29. 1684.0 Prov. 28. 

thezfutror pas? of i-2/. "Yerſe.=But by a 


man of Sel g and ,knowledge 
the Sane th f all t be 8 Fealongnd. x 
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Our elves. 
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to you" (faith God in the forinet part 'of ** 


Jt other Books” of | 


| $1 1IS OT Ig 


SERMON k 


Preached Jr: 13. 1625 oy ol NT 
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—Rotarn ye nom every man 
from h1s "evi way, and a= 
mend Jaur-doings. 


4HIS AdiiiGnitich, how / plioty/ 

ſoever 'it may ſound' in your 

ears, 18 very ſeldom improper 

tobe givenir afiy Place, or wun-: 

fit to be- preſſed at any Time. Tt was 

the moſt frequent 'and conſtant Meſſage 

delivered -unto 'the People, by all the; 
Prophets under the Law, 7 have ſent un- fer 7-3 & 
the Verſe) a// my Servants the Prophers, _ 54 wi 
riſng- early and Jeng. them, ſaying, Res 2 IG - 
turn ye every man;Gc. It 1s repeated ſe- x71, 
veral times 'both'"in te Prophecy, and 11. Joc 

the Old Teſtament, * 


Sz x Mok |. 


It is alſo the great === 1 of the Goſpel, 

by the cleareſt Methods of Inſtruftion, 

by the moſt powerful Arts of Perſuaſion, 

by all its excellent Precepts, encouraging 
Promiſes, and awakening Threatnings, 
effectually to enforce this very Exhorta- 

tion. Our Lord and Saviour came into 

Mat 9.13. the World to call finners to repentance ; 
that is, to a removal out of the paths of 

ſin, or a return from their evil ways, in- 

to a better courſe of Life and AQi- 

ons. His eminent Forerunner cryed in 

the Wilderneſs, Repent, F the Kingdom 

of Heaven is at. hand. Which he himſelf 

too, while he lived uponearth, earneſtly | 

urged with his own moſt gracious lips ; 
warning and aſſuring men, that eppe 

Luk. 13. they would repent, they ſhould all periſh. 
3+5 And when he aſcended to Heaven, he 
left this Charge with, his Apoſtles, that 

" Ink24-47 Repentance and Remiſſion of fins ſhould be 
preached in his Name among all Nations. 
He commanded. them to publiſh and de- 
clare to all the World, That he, who is 
| 7;4.2.6, he Son of God, having given himſelf a 
2b. 2.9. Ranſom for all, and taſted Death for eve- 
ry man; by Vertue of his Death and 
Paſſion, all thoſe of. Mankind that re- 

pent of their. Rebellion againſt God, and 

| : returny} 
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f returſi to a ſincere Obedience to him, 


L, ſhall obtain Pardon of ſin, eſcape that 
, BW Eternal Death, which is their deſerved 
- Puniſhment, and be made partakers of 
S, Il Everlaſting Happineſs. 

I- In Obedience to this Command, and 


O I in Imitation of thoſe Examples, the Do- 
3 8 Qtrine of Repentance hath been much 
of WU inſiſted on by the Apoſtles and their Suc- 
n- I ceſlors in every Age. And yet, as much 
1- I as it hath beeti preached, there are ſome 
in I perſons in almoſt all places widely mi- 
Bf ftaken about the Nature of it, and very 
elf WF many that negleR to pradtiſe it; among 
ly FF which, ſome think themſelves priviledg- 
x; {ed and exempted, and ſo take no care 
Fe about a matter wherein they ſuppoſe 
they are unconcerned ; others imagine it 
he WW to be a work altogether out ot their 
ut i power, and therefore deſpair of doing it; 
be i others preſume they can do it atly time, 
ws. 8 when they will, which makes them con- 
de- tinually delay it, I hope, by the help of 
01S WF God, to ſpeak ſomething to the Convis 
f a Wl Ron ar leaſt of theſe ſeveral forts of Im+ 
ve- if penitents, and with reſpet to each of 
ind | ther, I ſhall conſider theſe four things, 


The true Nature of Repentarice. 
B 2 The 


SzrRMon |. 
The Obligation that lies upon all men 
fo repent. | 
The Power God giveth them to do 
this. And 
The proper Seaſon for it. 


All which Heads of Diſcourfe offer 
themſelves ro us in the Text. The firſt, 
which is the Nature of Repentance, is 
here plainly defcribed by Returning from 
our evil Ways, and Amending cur Doings. 
The ſecond, The Obligation that lies up- 
on all men, without exception, thus to 
repent, to return, and amend, is alſo 
clearly expreſſed, Return ye every man. 
The third, The Power men have to do 
this, 1s implied in the whole Precept, as 
delivered from God, ſince it cannot con- 
ſiſt with his Infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs to require an Impoſſible Undertak- 
ing. And laſtly, The proper Time and 
Seaſon for this Work 1s declared. to be 
Now, the preſent Time, Return ye zow, 

C. 
I begin with the firſt, The Nature of 
Repentance deſcribed in my -Text, by 
Returning and Amending.” ' And here I 
ſhall not detain you with any long Ha- 


rangue'on an. Argument that hath exer- 


ciſed 


baja, of wh oa 


ww <5 


$2RKM0ON TI. 
cifed ſo many Tongues -and- Pens, but 
ſhall only endeavour in a few words, to 
ive ſuch an Account thereof, as may 
ſerve to diſabuſe the deluded-Sinner, and 
detect ſome: prevailing Errours in this 

Affair of ſo-great conſequence. | 
- To fay nothing of the meer Shadows 
and Appearances, thoſe PiCtures and Ima- 
ges of this Great . Duty, the rent Gar- _ 
ments, disfigured Faces; demure Looks, 
Heads bowed down like a Bul-ruſh, &c. 
There are .many things which, with a 
more fair and plauſible pretence, paſs 
under the Name and Notion of Repen- 
tance. There are / | 
Convictions and Awakenings of 

; Conſcience, 
Confeſtions and Supplications, 

Sorrow and Regret occaſioned by 
ſin, | 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions againſt it. 
But all theſe put together will not 
conſtitute us true Penitents, unieſs we 
add what the Text requires, a real Con- 
verſion and Reformation , a Returning 
from. our evil ways, and an Amendment 
:of our doings. The former may be pre- 
curſive Ats, good preparatives to Re- 
pentance, but this latter is the Thing 1c 
lf. ; B 3 When 


Sz MoMN |. 
When Repentance is ſpoken of, or 

called for in 'Holy Scripture, it is uſual- 

2 7im.2.15 y deſcribed by ſuch Phraſes as theſe, De- 
iy. 55.7: parting from Iuiquity, Forſaking oar evil 
Iſa. 1. 16. ways and thoughts, Breaking off ow firs 
T . by righteouſneſs, Ceafing to do evil, antl 
Jer. 4-1. learning to do well, Turning and Return- 
1 Pet-2-25 ing #0 the Lord, Returning to the Shep» 
_ - 12 herd and Biſhop of our Souls, Cleanſing our 
= JdHands, Purifying our Hearts, and draws 
ing nigh unta God, Caſting off the Works 

of darkneſs, and putting on the ' Armour 


of light. From which, and the hike Ex- | 


preſſions, it is very eyideat, That true 
Repentance 1s a real Converſion, a turn» 
ing from all fin unto God. St Peter 
words his advice thus, As 3. 19. Re: 
pent and be converted, that your fins may 
be blotted out. And thus God himſelf 
interprets his own Command, when he 
requires Repentance, ZEzef.x8.30. Repent, 
faith the Lord, and turn your ſetves from 
all your Tranſgreſſions, ſo Iniquity ſhall not 
be your Ruine. And whenever Repen» 
tance is ſet forth in Scripture by any 
kind- of Conviftions, Confeffions, Sor- 


row, or Reſolutions, they are ſuppoſed | 


to be truly fincere, and. immediately 
productive of Converſion and Amend- 


meat ; 
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SxxkMON [| 7 
ment ; but without this Efle&, they are 
totally invalid. | 

The cleareſt Convictions, and the 
$ moſt inlightned Apprehenſions of all that 
Evil, which is to be found in any of our 
Ways or doings, are no Arguments of 
true Repentance, unleſs that Light hath 
a genuine and free Operation upon our 
Wills and AﬀeFtions, to move: them to 
ſuch an Abhorrence of all thoſe evil Ways 
and Doings, as concludes in the Amend- 
ment of them. For otherwiſe Balaam 
whoſe Eyes were opened, and #£/a« and 
Judas, who had fo great Apprehenſions 
of Sin and their Loſs by it, -and Nebu- 
chaduezar and Dares, who had ſuch a 
Senſe of the Majefty of God, and Herod 
who heard St. Fohn Baptiſt gladly, and 
Felix who trembledat St. P aus Diſcourſe, 
yea, and the very Devils, whoare faid to 
believe and tremble, muſt all be placed - 
in the Catalogue of Penitents, . 167 
And although\theſe inward Convicti- 
ons may break aut into Confeſſions and 
Supplications, yet no Confefiion or Pe- 
tition whatfoever, 1s = ar of —_— 
Repentance, except it flow from a real 
Hatred of Sin, and þe attended withan 
Endeavour to forſake it. *Tis fad to. ſee, 
. "Ty how 


5 rk aomi TI, 

how, Men 'run- the Round of Sinning:and 
Confeſling, and Sinning again and. thert 
Confeſſing ##$611n; allthe while conceiting 
themſelves to bei fecyre- enoogh in -thar 
black Cirele'; 'As if every ſin; although 
never'ſo oftgn'repeated, were as ſoon ,ex+ 
piated/ as: confeſſed! But do they think eo 
cheat:and charm God Almighty thus ea: 
fily;whew they come to hin, with their 
Hy poecritical Acknowledgments, and feig- 
ned Promiſes'of Amendment; made per: 
haps with much appearance-of Aﬀection, 
but not without ſome kind of: mental Re- 
ſervation;&fiſecret-Intention of aftronting 
him gain? Will' the.igreati Searcher of 
| Hearts be appeaſed byfuch'a: Mock-De+ 

votion, as:Lewis the; elevefithpaid to the 
little-Image he wore«in his: "Cap, which; 
when: He ideſſgned' the Murder of any 
whom he feared or/hated; hewould take 
from his Head and kiſs; beſecching' it' to 
pardon him- that oneiEvit:Act niore,'and 
it ſhould be:the laſt x!What performance 
_ ean be more flight;” what more eafie and 
trivial; than''to ive 1Gpd: a-few.'ggod 
words, like the Complements: miebedvi 
upon'Men;i and-to. exclaim ,againſ&:out 


ſelves in -perfuriftory Confeſſibns #/There 


is no Mortification' in :all this:pvitiex; 


>.& hauſts JI - 
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< F 'R 'M 'O N :: L. 
hduſts rieither Blood nor Spirits; it lops 
oft none of our: Limbs; it breaks none 
of our Bones. | | 
And what if our. Confeſſions be made 


| with ſome pain and forrow 2 That doth 


not preſently argue the ſincerity of our 
Repentance. Every Melancholy Fit at the 
Remembrance of our ſins, is, not to be ac- 
counted Godly Sorraw. For no ſmall 
grief and ſadneſs may ariſe. in the Mind 
of the moſt impenitent Criminal , nor 
out of any Diſlike of his Fault, but of 
the Puniſhment. that follows it ; not be- 
cauſe himſelf is wicked, but becauſe there 
are good Laws againſt him, and a juſt 
Power and Authority to put them in Ex- 
ecution. : The ſinner may be: extremely 
troubled to ſee,'that what is fo: pleaſant 
to:him is not ſafe. The Prefage of the 
uneaſineſs of Hell, in which all the De- 
lghts of ſin are like to conclude, may of- 
ten cut. him tothe Heart, and ,yet this 
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Grief may little or nothing abate his Af 


fetion to it. He may ſtill-look kindly 
on his beloved Lufts, although he behold 
them with Tears in his Eyes. But when 
he. thus weeps not at the Evil, but at the 
Danper of thoſeways in which he walks, 
and will not return from the Evil, al- 
; though 


xO 
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though he hath ſo ſad a Proſpect of the 
Danger, his wilful Guilt defiles his Tears, 
but his Fears will never cleanſe his Guilt, 
When all the Terrors of his Mind, and all li 
thoſe Anticipations of Hell, thoſe gnaw-ſ 
ings of the Worm, which he feels in his 
Conſcience, cannot perſuade him to a+ 
mend his doings; ſuch a high Fortitude 
in fin, ſuch a reſolute Embracing tt under 
ſo difficuk Circumſtances, plainly ſhews 
that he is wedded to it with indiſloluble 
Bonds, hath raken it for better and for 
worſe, and will keep and maintain it, 
with its Delights and Pleaſures, and with 
its Plagues and Torments too, neyer in-fre 
tendingto be divorced ftom it. = 1; 
But if the Apprehenfionof infinite Dan- IU $1 
ger, and the formidable AfpeR of infup- ill g1 
portable Miſery, have ſome Influence up- {© ar 
en him to cool his Aﬀe&ion to'lns Sins, ll h: 
and produce Reſolutions of Amendmear, il ta 
this indeed is a good Step towards Repen- ill G 
tance, but ſtill there may be a confide- 8 
A 

ſo 

a 

&; 


rable Diſtance, betweeen the.Purpoſe and 

the Thing it felf. When Men have furfei- 

ted with their fins, they calt them up 

with Bitterneſs, make paſſionate Reſolu- | 

tions againſt them, and-waſh themſelves, 

as they think, in penitential Tears, = as || tl 
oOONnN 
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heffoon as the Tears are dried up, the Reſo- 
lutions are forgotten, and they return to 
the Vomit and Mire. Thus he who was 
intemperate the laſt Meal, reſolves to 
Wfaſt the next ; but when a few Hours have 
wrought off the heavy Load of his firſt 
Exceſs, he adds a ſecond, and his Vow of 
Abſtinence is either not remembred, or 
not regarded. But ſuch _—_ Reſo- 
lutions, ſo ſuddenly broken, do 


ther en- 
hance, than expiate our Guilt ; and ſurely 
2r the Aggravations of fin deſerve not to be 
t, Fnumbred among the Ads of Repentance. 
hi Thus we ſee, let a man have the clea- 
-Wreft Convictions of the Evil of his Ways, 

let him make folema Confeſflions and 
1- © Supplications, and do it. with: ſome Re- 
>- | gret at the ſad Conſequences of his ſins, 
>» © and ſome Reſolutions againſt them, he 
s, hath not yet repented with that Repen- 
r, © tance, which will procure a Pardon trom 
= © God, unleſs he return and amend. There- 
- if fore our Church, topreyent all miſtakes, 
d 8 begins her Abſolution with theſe Words, 
i= i Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Fe- 
p ſus Chriſt, who defireth not the Death of 
- & a Sinner, bat rather that he may turn from 
» | #15 Wickedneſs and live, — implying 
$ 
1 


that there is- ao Repentance unto Life, 
without 


IF 
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without turning from ſin; no true Pe 


nitent, but the true Convert. And thug 


much js evident, even from the prope 


and natural ſignification of thoſe twg 


words in the New Teſtament, by whic 
Repentance is expreſſed, Mzlvoa and 


Merzulagie, the one importing a real change 


of Mind, the other better care for the 
future. Þo that if we be ſinners, there 
1s an indiſpenſable Neceſlity of altering 
the Temper of our Minds, and the Courlc 


of our Actions. Nothing can ſecure us 


but a real Reformation ; nothing leſs tha 
this can evince the Truth of our Re 
pentance. ' And the Work of Reforma 


tion ought to' be applied by us to th 


right Objects, to our own evil Ways and 


Doings, and to all of them without Ex 


ception. This the Text expreſly re 
quires, Return ye now every man from hi; 
(his own) evil ways, amend your ( you 
own) doings. | 


The World is full of Reformers, and 


ye there is but little Reformation. 'The 
eaſon 1s, becauſe moſt men love to re 


form without their own Province, and 
beyond their own Juriſdiction, to reF 
form every thing beſides themſelves 
"They are Curioft in. aliena- Republica, cri: 
tical 


[ 


M 
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ically cenſuring and controlling the A- 
ions of others, without any ' Authori- 
y, intermedling where they have no 
ommiſſion, dictating Counſel before 
tis asked, and correcting thoſe matters 
hich-belong not to them. They are 
MWcry zealous for the Reformation of 
Wheir Neighbours, yea and their Superi- 
Fours too, they will teach their Teachers, 


ingfpnd direC&t their Governours. As little 


riends as ſome men are to the ſacred 
Epiſcopal Order, they will needs be, in 
St. Peter's Phraſe, indeuiniozom, the worlt 
ſort of Prelates, the Viſiters and Refor- 

ers of anothers Dioceſs': And as great 
WEnemics as they profeſs themſelves to 
WPopery, they will needs be little Popes 
and Univerſal Biſhops where ever they 
ome. The very. Mechanicks and Pea- 


Wants of this Age have their new Schemes 
fot Theology, and new Models of Go- 


ernment, by which they will under- 
take to regulate and reform the whole 
FFrame' of things among us, both in 
hurch and State ; when in the mean 
Mime they ſuffer their moſt proper Charge, 
their- own ſouls, to lye under a Chaos 
pf Diſorder and - Confuſion, . over-run, 
raſted, defiled, and almoſt defiroyed by 


unrea- 


I Pet.q-1% 
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unreaſonable Appetites, rebellious Luſts, 
and ungovern'd Paſſions, Theſe men can 
_ rip up the Vices of the Times, withourſifi 
any Refle&ion upon themſelves, who 
help to make the times fo vicious; never 
calling their own Ways toRemembrance,jſÞ 
nor once conſidering, how ſadly the ge. 
neral and publick Guilt is increaſed, by# 
the no ſmall Addition of their particular 
and perſonal Sins. They will attempt to 
ſweepand cleanſe allthe Town and Coun: 
trey, and every Corner of the Kingdom, 
rather than the Dunghil at their own" 
Doors. | 

But the true Penitent is a more humble 
and Modeſt Reformer, one who ſtudies to 
be quiet, and to do his own buſmeſs, keeping 
at home, and being chiefly, if not only; 
employed in reforming himſelf. Neither 
doth he think it enough to return from 
ſome of his Evil Ways, or to amend ſome 
of his Doings, while the reſt are negleQ- 
ed; but he will endeavour to make a 
impartial Reformation of every thing} 
that is amiſs. 


If we forſake our fins only in part;or 
commute one for another; if we leave 
ſome troubleſome and inconvenient Vices; 
and take up ſuch. as ſeem more expedi 


ent; 
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; if we avoid Swearing in common 
diſcourſe, that our ſolemn Perjury may 
> leſs ſuſpe&ed ; if we abhor Idolatry, rm.2. 22. 
Wecauſe we defire to commit Sacriledge ; 
we learn to ſuppreſs the Eruptions of 
aſh Anger, that our deſigned Revenge 
ay at a fitter Opportunity be more ſe- 
etly and effeftually accompliſhed ; what 
ind of Reformation is this? Can we 
ink our ſelves grown better Men, by 
ch an Exchange and Bartering of fins ? 
Ir, is not this rather the very Policy 

d Subtilty of Wickedneſs, whereby we 
iſcover our deeper Skill in the Trade 
ad Myſtery of Iniquity ? 

Thus I have endeavoured to vindicate 
epentance from ſome falſe and dange- 
ous Notions, and to give ſome Account 
f the true Nature of it, as it 15 deſcri- 
d in the Text by Returning and Amen- 


» HRP 
| The next thing to be conſidered is the 
aiverſal Obligation, which lies upon all 
en without exception thus to repent, 
hich was my ſecond Obſervable. Return 
orc every may, We have all been like Sheep 
oing aſtray,, therefore every man is ad- 
ongthed- to return ; There 7s. none that 
oth good, no not.one, lo. conſlantly and 
{ p6r- 


Pro,30.12 us, like thoſe 4gur ſpeaks of, ſo pare 1 
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perfetly as he ſhould ; therefore every 
one muſt amend his Doings. we ſay, that 
we have no fin, we deceive our ſelves. And 
yet there is a Generation of men among 


their own eyes, that they will not be waſhel 

from their filthineſs, a ſort of Enthuſiaſts 
who pretend to be abſolutely perfe& with 
out the leaſt firi in any of their Ways o 
Doings, and conſequently to be priviledi 
oed and exempted from all the troubleW 
ſome work of Reformation. This is th/ 
Boaſt of divers Quakers; and ſome otheÞ 
 Fanatical Spirits. But the prodigious Ex 
travagance of this pretence, being ſo off/ 
penly expoſed in the Incivility and Im 
morality, as well as Irreligion of thei 
Lives and Aﬀions, I need not uſe an) 
words 'to confute them. 

Neither ſhall I ſtay. to repreſent t 
grand Impoſture of the Roman Indulge 
ces and Diſpenſations, that vain and ridiſ 
culous Purchaſe of. a certain- Superſedes 
from the Labours of Repentance ,' or 
ſtrange kind of Paſs-port, by Vertue- c 
which the miſerably deluded finner think 
himſelf ſafely conducted in . his ' Evi 
Ways, as if he might ſecurely retain''hi 
Sins, when-he hath parted -with a little 
his Money, 7 By 
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2ryll But ſince the indiſpenſable Obligation 
hat that lies upon every man;. to return and 
\nd} amend, is 1o plainly expreſſed in the Text, 
ng I- proceed to the third Obſervable, 7he 
- 17h Power God gives men to do this; which; 
Walthough it be nor fo 'expreſly declar- 
ed,.is moſt certainly implied ; as we 
mult needs acknowledge, if we con- 
tder, that- this is the great, conſtant, 
and peremptory Command of God, de- 
ivered by all his Servants the Prophets. 
SAnd the words, in which, it is delivered, 
are Verbs active of the Imperative Mood, 
erurn. ye, Amend ye. They call for 
\Ction, the Effet of Power, which al- 

vays ſuppoſeth the Being. of its Cauſe. 
For no Effect can be produced, where 
here is nort., a capable . Efficient ; nei- 
her doth- God ever require that it 
 thEhould. It cannot conſiſt with his in- 
genſinite Wiſdom and Goognels, to put us 
ridÞpon an impoſſible Undertaking, or to 
deaffommand us any Thing, which we 
or Wave no Power or Capacity to per- 
1e- diſlorm, although we uſe the moſt fin 
1inkFere Endeavour. It he did, ſuch a 
 Eviſ-ommand would not be. Obligatory. 
1:hiſNo. Perſon can be obliged' by any 
tle of.aw of God or Man to do that, which 
Bu ; C 1s 
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is not poſſible for him to' do. By all 
the Meaſures of Reaſon and Equity, 
the total Want of a Power to obey, 
excuſeth from Obedrence. As we may 
clearly ſee in fome' particular Com- 
mands of God, which in ſome Caſes 
we are not obliged, becauſe nor able, 
to obſerve. The Man that lies lan- 
ouiſhing upon: the Bed of Sickneſs, is il © 
not bound' to come to the publick  £ 
Prayers of the Church; nor the Deaf, | * 
to hear Sermons ; nor the Dumb, toP 
make -an- Oral Confeſſion of his Faith: 
" But the generd| Precept of ForfakingF”: 
our Sins and Reforming our A@tions,}"? 
obligeth every Man in what Circum-Y E 
ftances ſoever he be placed ; becauſe <c 
every one may do 'this, if he be un-Y 
feignedly willing. V 
"Tis. very plain, that the great Ob 
ftacle to Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, lies in Mens Wulls, and not 
in their Want of Power. For if the 
had no Power at all to reform thei 
Lives and Actions, if they were forcec 
to go on ſtill in the Ways of Si 
their walking in them” would not bt 
ſinful. They could be charged wit! 
no Fault, in doing, what they could fo 
no 
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not help. But that which makes men 
truly criminal, that which makes them 
Sinners, and guilty before God, 1s this, 
That they omit ſomething required, 
which they - might perform it they 
would, or do ſomething forbidden, 
which they might avoid. 

All actual Sin is either the Neglect 
or Abuſe of ſome Power or Faculty 
given us by God, which we jhould 
and might employ to a better Pur- 
poſe. 

It is therefore in the Power of eve- 
ry man to forſake his Sins in good 
meaſure, and to amend his courſe of 
Lite; This every Rational Man would 
certainly do, if he did not wilfully 
negle& or abuſe the Power he hath: 
Men indeed, by their ſad degeneracy 
from the Primitive State of Humane 
Nature, have contracted a great Im- 
potency and Weakneſs ; but this Im- 
pote ny they might 'in ſome meaſure 

and be freed from, if they would ; 
this is not ſuch a Weakneſs, AS 1S really 
diſtin from Wilfulneſs. If the Byas 
of their Wills were not ſo propenſe to 
their Evil Ways, they might return 


= from them ; and when the Scripture 


no 
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ſeems to repreſent their Condition to. 


be ſuch, that they cannot, the Senſe 


of ſuch Texts may be no more than | 
this, That their: Wills are ſo depraved, | 
ſo bent to Wickedneſs, that they can- j 
not- obtain of themſelves to be Wil- | 


ling to do what they eaſily might 
do, if they were not unwilling. For 
" Inſtance, St. Paul tells us in the eight 
Chapter to the Romans, Verſe the ſe- 
venth, T7he carnal Mind cannot be 
ſubjeF to the Law of God. Not, as if 
ſinful men were perfe&ly unable to 
forſake their Vicious Practices, and 
obey the Holy Commandments. But 
he means, that through the Love of 
Sin, and Hatred of the Divine Law, 
they cannot obtain of themſelves to 
be willing to renounce the one, and 
ſubmit to the other. For he faith in 


the ſame Place, that the carnal mind is 


Emnmity to God ; and this is the chief 
Reaſcn, why it cannot te ſubjef&t to 
his Law. The Man that heads an in- 
tcſtine Rebellion, cannot pretend that 
he | hath no Ability to ſerve his Prince : 
He hath Strength and Forces at his 
command, it they were not miſem- 
ployed by his diſloyal Aﬀe&@ion. And 


every } 


a 
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every Sinner hath Faculties and Pow- 
ers, which he might call off from the 
Service of Sin to the Service of 
God, were it not for the Naughtineſs 
of his Heart. 

If it be objeted, That although Men 
have the Power to repent and amend, 
yet the Want of a willing Mind will 
certainly hinder them from it ; neither 
can they obtain a Willingneſs of Mind, 
without the Grace of God renewing 
their Wills, and effe&ually inclining 
them to better Ways and Doings. ' All 


this I readily acknowledge, but this 


ſhould nor diſcourage any from endea- 
vouring to repent and reform them- 
ſelues : Becauſe the Divine Grace and 
Aſliftance is never denied to mens fſin- 
cere and earneſt Endeavours ; our Blef- 
ſed Saviour having aſſured us, that 
God will give his holy Spirit to them 
that ask him, Luk. 11, 13. No man 
therefore is ſo far void of Power torepent 
and amend, but he might do it it he 
were willing, and he ſhall alſo Ly 
Degrees be made willing, if he hear- 
tily pray for the Grace of the Holy 
Spirit, and with his Prayers jovn his 
canſtant Endeavours to bring his Will 

C3 to 
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to ſome complyance with the Will” of 
God. Whoever 'takes this courſe and 
perſeveres in it; let him not be afraid, 
he ſhall not miſcarry. _ 7 

If any ſhall fl contend, that men 
cannot ſo much as pray for the Grace 
of 'God with any degree of Sincerity, 
nor uſe any ſincere Endeayour to re- 


form themſelves, except God enable 


them ſo to pray-and fo to endeavour, 
and therefore -that they have no Pow- 
er at all, and can do nothing in the 
leaſt towards theſe Eitefts ; this Sequel 
is to be denied. For although no man 


hath any Power in and from himſelf, F 


either of Repenting, or of Praying to 


God for his Grace; yet all, even,theſſ© 


worſt of Men, have ſome Power to- 


wards it given them from God, and}: 


thoſe that uſe the Power given them 
ſhall ſtill receive more and, more. 

is there not ſuch a Thing as the 
Preventing* Grace of God, whereby he 
1s aforehand with us, and moſt freely 


begins to diſpoſe and incline us to ' 


Repentance and Reformation, beforc 
we do in the leaſt either defire it © 
endeavour it. The Beginning of ſuc 


as 
re 


of 
a good Diſpoſition and Inclination, igfP* 
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I conceive at ſome time or other gene- 
rally wrought by the moſt juſt and 
] merciful God in all the Children of 
" | Men. He finds a Time to awaken 
the Natural Conſcience of every Sin- 
ner, to raiſe in him a Senſe of his 
7 Guilt, and a Fear of his Danger ; which 
" EF Apprehenſions, if they be [not oblite- 
rated or . ſuppreſſed, will put him 


le 1 7 
ir, | Ypon Endeavours to provide for his 
1. "| own Safety. 


he ll And upon ſuch Awakenings of Con. 
ſcience, there are none but might þe- 
gin to amend their Doings, and to be- 
14 come leſs ſinful by leaving © off ſome 
\ of their ill Praftices. Although they 
he cannot arrive at a Mature State of 
Piety and Vertue all on: a. ſudden, yet 
aqgchey might look, and make towards 
it, with ſome defires and Endeavours 
" [to attain it. They have Power doubt- 
leſs to reform in part, which if they 
do, God will ſupply them with more 
Power; and if they proceed in impra- 
ring the Divine Grace and Afljſtance, 
elfſas it is afforded them, they ſhall till 
receive larger and larger Meafures there- 
\ct{of, until the Work of Reformation be 
is perfected, He that hath. (that is, he 
| 
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that improves what” he hath) 70 ' him 


whit heKarh) from him fhall be taken 
9a eveh that which he bath, Mark, 


doth ſooner or later” come home to all 
our Souls, *m ſome meaſure, communi- 


and awakning Conſiderations working in| 


Fancy, which ſo poſſeſs their Imagina 
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more ſhall be given ; but *-he "that | hat 
»ot (that is; he*that *dorh not improve 


4. 2 
Is " Gigfe The Holy - Spirit of God 


cating the Aids of his ' Grace to ef 
very. one of us. Now when men 
quench the Spirit, and reſiſt the holy 
Ghoſt, as often as he ſtrives with them; 
when they ſtifle his ConviQions, re- 
je&his Motions, and put oft all ſerious 
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them; wheri they endeavour to drown 
"the Voice of Conſcience, which is the 
Voice of God, either by the continual 
Noiſe and Throng of Worldly Buſt 
nefs, or by conſtant Diverſions to fall: 
Pleaſures, and vain Entertainments of 
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tions, that they quickly expel all pi; 
'ous Thoughts ; it is 00 Wonder, tha 
the Holy Spirit, being often reſiſted 
doth at leaſt leave fuch men to walk 
on fill in their evil ways, and to dic 
and periſh - 1n their Sins. But if we be 
willing] 
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willing and obedient, under the Power 


J and Conduct of Gods Spirit working 


in us; if we hearken to his DiQcates, 


J and comply with his Motions, he will 


ſtill come in to our Aſſiſtance with 
greater and greater Aids, and we may 


be aſlured, that our Labour (hall not be * an" 


in vain in the Lord, If we will cooperate 


with the Grace of God, his Grace ſhall 2 Cor. 12, 
8 Ge ſufficient for us. If we will do our? 


Parts towards the making us holy and 
happy, God will certainly do His. If 
we uſe our ſincere endeavour, that is, 
if we do what we can towards it, 
(and none' can ſay, that they cannot 


J do that) God will infallibly bleſs our 


Endeavours, and make them proſpe- 
rous and ſucceſsful. So great 15 our 


Encouragement to work out our Sal- phil. 2. 
vation, although we are to do it with 2, 13: 


fear and trembling, when it is God that 
worketh in us both to Will and to Do 
of his good pleaſure. 

But becauſe there are not ſo many 


tf of thoſe, who are kept off from Re- 


pentance and Reformation through de- 
ſpair of Succeſs, as there are of thoſe, 
who continually delay this neceſſary 
Work upon a bold Preſumption, _ 


| +26 __$S =:R'4- 05n: Þ, 
they [can do it- at:any Time when they 
-will-; the Remainder of 'my Diſcourſe 
thall be ſpent in the Conſideration 0 
the proper Seaſon for it ; which was 
my laſt Obſervable. Return ye | nou 


| every man. | 
IV _ The 'onely Time for Repentance 
__ and Reformation is Now, the Preſent 
"Time; and 'tis: of infinite Concera that 

* we enter: upon- it without delay, leſt 

we for ever loſe 'the Opportunity 

of Doing it. Now is the accepted Time, 

2 Core 6:2. Now: 3s the Day - of Salvation, t0 day 
Bb, 2. 12, Phife *ze'-14s called: to day. No other 
Time is ours, but the preſent; We can 

no more 'cominand the future, than 

 recal what is paſt. Ang therefore. it 

was good Advice, which a 7ew;/þ Do: 

Qor -gave his Scholar, that he ſhould 

repent one: day before. he died, mea- 

ning, that. he ſhould do it that very 

day; becauſe he had: 'no Aſſurance. of 
another. He that doth- not. preſently 

retyrn from the Paths of Sin, may'per- 

haps 'theinext Step be:beyond: all jpoſ- 
ſibility-:of Retreat, He that adjourns 

the 'Amendment- of his Doings : to | a- 
notherDay, may within a few Moments 

be cutiofF:fromall further ating in. this 

Life. x And 
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And yet, how ſecurely do::men de- 


er': their / Repentance -and Reformation 
rom Time to Time, as if they were the 
abſolute Lords and 'Maſters of Time, to 
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- Some L off this Work to :the ve- 
ry' End of their: Days, walking in the 
Counſel of the-Ungodly all their lives, 
andyet hoping to die the Death of 
the righteous. Bs: ;þ | 
Others think; their old Age. will 
be ſoon | enough | to become ſerious 
and-penitent; wiſe and religious. 
- Others deſign ito - defer their Re- 
pentance' only. to the next more con- 
venient Opportunity, when they hope 
to have better 'Leifure: for. it. 
{1 wiſh it were as caſie, effteQually 
to diſſuade theſe Perſons from ſuch 
Delays, as it is'to diſcover the great 
and preſent Danger of the leaſt of them. 
As for the firſt, The putting-off Re- 
pentance to the Time' of Sickneſs and 
the Approaches of Death, this: is a moſt 
tnrvatnable Preſumption . and hardly 
differs from "perfe& Madneſs. For a 


Death-bed |Repentance 'is a Thing fo 


very 


"IIS LS V5 7, br 
þ Tad 8- ws ib We 
vt OR: " Bo 7 - 
ET SS Woe ee oh 4” 
b - $97 
* 
2 = 
Js, g 
+ # x 
7 
x os. 
- 4 : 
+ 
o 
# 


ecall it or.prolong|/it, as they plegſe. Of 
eſe 'Perſons © we - may : obſerye (three 


h | Sz 24MioON:, 1. 
-yery "uncertain, whether * it will prove 
"Sincere" and acceptable. to God,: thy 
_ =there" cannot be a more prodigious Fol. 
1y,"than to:commit {an Eternal: Con 
'\ cern+to- ſuch an'infinite Hazard. Wha 
'Afſurance can - there be : of | any one 
Sincerity, who delays his Return tc 
God, 'till:at the very-lait he be. for 
ced to it, by the Exigence of his dy 
ing Condition'? *Tis'to be feared, hei; 
not a" free and ingenious, but ane 
ceſiitated, and very like to proye: a f: 
tally- wretched an eternal . Penitent 
.-who. with much: Grief . and Sadaef 
forſakes his evil Ways, when he can 
walk in” them. no longer ;, wha begin 
to: amend, when the Seaſon of Sinnins 
- 1s. over; and to caft out his Lufts, when 
Nature. it ſelf doth it, whether he will 
-or-no*: Far although:he love his S/n; 
- never fo paſſionately, ;he muſt now 
: leave them; and although he hath ha 
.\ted God and Goodneſs all his days, he 
, «muſt now fly to-them, or elſe bedaſhed 
'-upon everlaſting Miſery. 1/169 
: When/a man- is tumbling off from 
«the World, and; finking - towards: the 
Bottomleſs 'Pit; it is no wonder, he 
ſhould "catch: at God, - Bgiog arrived at 
Fa ge the 


Suwwon T1 
he Non Uitra- of ' his Evil - Ways, at 
he Chambers'' of 'Death and the Su- 
ol:ſburbs' of *Hell;-it is no ſtrange thing, 
ConEthat he ſhould. ſtop his- carreer, - and 

a [to give' back. When he Nands 
;pon the Brink of the deep anddevou- 
ring” Gulph of Topher, ſees 'the Mouth 
of the" "Infernal Furnace opened ' to re- 
Mceive ſhim, fmells' the Brimſtone; hears 
Wrhe noiſe of the*Datnned,' arid: "begins 
to be | Ainged with? 2the Flames ; it can- 
for 'be* ' ſuppoſed that: he ſhould leap 
in "without ' any” Reluctancy. No, -no, 
aving' ſo near! a- Proſpe&' 'of 'imme- 
anidiateRuine, 'the': duetinl- Defire of Self- 
Un! preſervation will.cauſe him to*try his. 


208 lit" of Eſcape * Now he will cry-aloud 
 wUto God for Merey;* make' great Ac- 
| knowledgments | of: the Evil of 'bis-for- 
mer Ways, highs1 Profeflions of his de- 
ſires "to return fron. them, 7and ſtrong: 
Reſolutions ' to "devote: unto ' God. a 
Thoyland.' Lives, if he had” them to 
give. b 
But it is 4 great Queſtion, whe- 
ther there be ' any” thing of Grace-/or 
Goodneſs in alFthis 'Repentance, which | 
d ati is extorted from the dying Sinner, by 
the of ſuch 


utmoſt, whether there be any. polſlibi- | | 


5 PP 
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' ſuch-2 preſſing Neceſſity. This Repen: 
' tance, ;;4o 'haitily ke. forth in tlic 
very: laſt, Extremity, muſt needs. with 
out; a Miracle prove an -Abortioii and 
wither re grows up. Moſt even 
of its faireſt Appearances, do undoubt 
edly., du hug: and!;-tho'1n regard, 
their .V ehemenicy, they: are called Ear 
iy ſeckings of: God,; yet. being fo. late 

in -reſpe&;: ofthe, Times when, they 

commence, they - are;as-yit were .pre 
pared ifor. the. Triumphs: of the Juſtice 
and Indignation of God, who -laughy 
at the; Calamity :of: thoſe, who: in thei 
Healch: ad--Proſperity-, [have /er.;- at 

APIS ought. :ad}; his Counfel,!: and would. no T. 

25, 26, ' of his; Re proof. £ 

. 27, 28. And: _ if cles Þ iy ſome Hopes 

7. that this late Repentance | may [ſome 
times; proye; £0 byy of the right-: Kind 
and” EffeQual . to, Salvation 2- Let -.w 
ſuppoſe it: palible, ghee. the dying Sin 
ner, 'who hath ſpent- his. Da Dag: i in. 
broad: way! to Ruin; and ju 
his Journey thither, may 1n his co 
nutes retra&t all his-former Courſe, and 
draw- within the hollow -of - that; littl : 
_ Span+the-yaſtneſs of #hat Action, which 
is m— to yr nk 00s Sins.: of a 


whole 


- 


rShole Life. And''let us grant it poſ- - 
tiieVble, | that: the holy and righteous God 
ay ſo far even' proſtitute ; his Grace, 

ad to receive to Favour, one who hath 
Wood out in Rebellion againſt 'him- to: 
udt-he very utmoſt ſo long as he was 
ole ; yet ſeeing - this 1s only :poſlible, 
Wnd' no more;; will any: Wiſe' Man ex- 

oſe himſelf to. ſuch Extremity of Dan- 

r; becauſe there 'is not an - abſolute 
re-Smpoſlibility - of. Deliverance 2 . . | 

Y lndeed the deferring our Repentarice 
Wlnd: Amendnent- of Life, until we are 
uſt ready to dye, is ſo irrational 

Sn At; that-although very / many, : as: 
S#-fadly falls:out through continual De- 
ays; have: this;great Work : to do- at. 

hae. Time ; yet I ſuppoſe there are 

nt few,' who in'their ſerious Thoughts: 
Wocreally deſign? and forecaſt: a dying 

t - uMepentance./':No; although men wall 
Mor-yet return from- their: evil ways, 
hey: :intend ::not to run: on ſo a. 
iatil: they' come -to the very Brink of 
weſtroction. They reſolve to ſtop: n 
.andood time,: as they think, and while 
litthShey':may retreat with Safety. When 
/hichEhe young Man'hath rejoyced a lutle 
05 «Flor ref ir {his Looth, and walked in 


the 


the ways'of his hearty/and in the Geht 


$4 www wei 1: 


ofi-his Eyes, he fully intends to return 
- and/amend' in- his old Age, -foon enough 
to” prevent: his beings ca to Judg- 
ment: for theſe -T 


-. 2:But aft thoutire; ©: fooliſh Sinner, 


that thou ſhalt live.to Qld: Age 2. A- 


1as,- how Auddenly;mayſtthoube arreſted 


by theicold; Hands of: Death;even 
the/\:Heat of thy Youth, when. thou 
leaſt thinkeſt: of "fie 2 Thing 2:'The 
moſt floy ihing Vigour-: and: Strength 
is hable [ro ijnnumerable:Dangers;. and 
may' be-eonſumed in;4Moment. Som: 
times "men 'are/ takeni;'away : witho 
anf Warning, inthe :midſt of their 
Hleaſures:and Enjoyments ; --1ſo. that 
none can. be:certain of long. Late; and 
none' are: more: unlikely: to attait' on 
than thoſe who moſt. expect: it 2-ef; 
cially when :ſfuch; Expe&ation::1s:1uſed, 
as an” Erncouragejnent: to idelay Repen- 
tance--! Such Preſumptuous Sinners may 
very: juſtly:provoke Gado blaſt: their: 
vain Hopes withia: ſfudiden Difappoint- | 


metit; When'-tlie Rich :manr-in {the 


Goſpel, having laid/ up: much: Goods; 
promifed:himſelf :maby years: SO Oay 
bo I -how ſharply and” ſuddenly was 
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bghtWhe both: .confuted and. confounded, 
curnFyith that bitter and" ſurprizing Re- 
ugh buke,  7hou Foo!, this night ſhall thy £*k "% 
udg-Mc7ul be required of thee. © e819, 


_ But ſuppoſe men eſcape the various 

(ccidents of an uritimely Death, and 

have their Lives prolonged to  inany” 

0years; yet if they run' thorow all the 

Stages of. their youth in, a® Wicked 

ourſe, and never ſtop till Gray Hairs 

pyertake them ; if they forſake not 

heir Sins, while © they have Strength 

0. commit ' theni, but follow their 

Luſts, until a - decrepit Age puts out 

Wheir Fire ; the Repentance of fuch old 

Wiuaners may be very doubtful, whether 

Wt be ſincere and acceptable to. God, 

nds well as that of the Death-bed Pe- Mak: 1:24 

Wiiterit. Ze, that hath had a Maſe in © 

Wis flock,” aud yet hath kept for God 

| 9 a corrupt thing, will hardly eſcape 
he Curſe Lf the Deceiver. There: 1s 

but little Hope, that God ſhould be 

leaſed with that man, who never draws 

igh to--fiim, until the years draw. 

gh in which himfelf hath no pleaſure, 

who 'corhes with the very Ruines of 

Nature, with a ſhatter'd Underſtanding, 

a crazy Body, feeble Limbs, and de- 

es i  Gayed 


| \ 90%  & i od Rs 
_ cayed Senſes, preſenting himſelf a rotten 
and unſavoury Sacrifice ; like that old 
decrepit Mimick at Rome, who being 
rown. out. of date, and flighted by 
the People, made his Recourfe to the 
Capitol, and there ated his Part as 
well -as he conld, before the Tmage of 
| Jupiter, apd thie reſt of their Gods, as 
if they would accept what. Men had 

deſpiſed, -_ - Ts, | 
"But perhaps we do not intend ſo 
 unWworthily..to requite the Atithor and 
Preſerver of our Lives, -by pouring out 
unto him only the Dregs atid Lees © 
them. Neither. will we. fo improvi- 
dently adjourn the Care of our. Souls 
to. thoſe evil Days, wi PER hatrd- 
ly bear the Tafirmities "of the Body. 
Ne. will repert, ard ſerve God, arid 
reform our ſelyes very ſpeedily. One- 
ly: we defire that this Work hay bt 
poſtponed a. little while, until wehave 
2. more convenient. Seaſon, when . we 
hope to be, in. a better Teinper for 
i... Go Bene 
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ing il - - How. fealifhly do. We:  baaft. of . $0, Pro-27-1- 
by fl merrow, aber: ve brew! pot, what - 4 day 
the il may Zring fore >. oy perhaps to mor- 
t as _ may ever. bebrought foxth - For 
: off who -cam1teU,; —_—_ the Sun may 
live to mixke another | Day 2. or. whe- 
ther the; | next: "Night may - not. co 
his 'Eye, bury. um. :in- DackneG, and - 
hang the World..in Mourning at his 
Funeral 2 'Qr, if- he ſhine, forth again, 
e may not livetofce his Light, 

is n0- future. Time that we —_ —_ 
nly promiſe ourſelves, ag, not that 

f which. we. have the. neareſt Pro- 
W; \Pexbaps his very Time is our 
| Qpportunity, 2nd if, we ler. it ſlip, 
d us jrrcegveggble, . For; oyght we know 
n " etergal:Stare! 4n - Happineſs or Mi- 

" beſery may depend upon our well or 
have ll hr ode \khe few Hours that are 
;  Welfett of this: yery Day : And theſe ate 
- forſpatiing fram-(15 with a ſwift and in- 
niible. :Mogios;; one of them is gane 
ide 1.havg;been ſpeaking to you, 

L the reſt! will follow apace. 
Ithavgh; when this: Day is ſpent, we 
Ne5w Na ay :potialyhoye Many More to come, 
appeal - D 2 "2 


oa, 
wn 


| be feared} 21$Hdt we ſhalt! Rill/ do fo wit 


aft have'ino Affurance} "has they ” 


SzkmOALT 
yer 'all the” nomtnts of 'our Time- are 


_ winged, a d will continually fly away 


'Tike an EagRRF of "Pelt* or! Ship;* or 
like an Afouothar- kavesnoPath. \'S0 
chat” unleſs*w&'bo 'yety* watchful, and 
take # Nick 3.2 Account® 6f then,” they 
will' ſkp/ fron us! and” be utterly loſt. 
hd if- are wlieletly- "sr- Wilfully loſe 
tho * "pretious' Moments/2which' no 
offer- themes tony, \it'is much tc 


eh6:next;*#nd"the. next, and erage 
until all- oir-Timebe" expired, EO 
If we be” unwillingto teform' to day 
we” have ns Reaſon to inmagine, 

we ſhall be more willing*to'do it - 
mMorrow.”® The longer then" walle= 
their: evil ways, -the .Horeſtrongly: Art 
they inclined'® 5”  kconfifige?Tin- them 
and "the Grote wn "of>forfalcing ! then 
oo every De 
nord ag mo! 


Tau Mt Is 
that, if\metii refuſe to repenttiol,” the 


ever.” 1 have; "either the Time; |. 
the: Grace - -to «l «of hereafter; dined | 
y 'the 
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they 'die 1mpenitent 'and unreformed, 
they may be moſtcertainly aſſured, that 
they ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. 
Let us therefore be Wiſe, before it be 
too late, let us underſtand this, and con- ecu 32, 
ſider our latter End. Los: 
God Almighty give every one of us 
this Wiſdom, to lay hold on the preſent 
Opportunity, and to perform that with- 
out delay, which is ſo much our Safe- 
ty as well as Duty ; to repeat and turn 
our ſelves from all our Tranſgreſſions, 
that Iniquity may\ not be our Ruine ; to Ek. 18, 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 37 
zo live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 13, * 
preſent world ; looking for that bleſſed 
Hope, and the glorions Appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Feſus 
Chri(f, to whom with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Power, Now and for ever, Amer. 
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3 whoever conſiders: the. admi- 
- of -his Heroick Mi 
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y the King of 77 US 
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ligion and Loyalty, 'the-Fear -of God 
and the Fear of the King .do very* wel 
conſiſt' together. ' Solvmon - exhorts | to 
both- inthe fame breath ;- and ' St. Peter 

hath alſo'done the ſame;-in almoſt- the 
fame words -that-So/omon ſpeaks. x Pet, 
2.17." Fear God, Honour the King. -And 
what God hath joyned, let not vain Ma 
think to put aſunder.. 'The moſt ſubt! 

Heads of our” ſeparating Faftions cannot 


 ſeparatetheſe one from the other. The) | 
1 


cannot indeed break off one Link from 

the inviolable Chain of Trutis and Verfff, 
tues. The greateſt Fomenters of Diviſt 
on car: breed no Jars nor Oppoſition 
where'there is an innate - Union, -an 
efſential' Harmony, an eternal Coneord 
The men that are moſt of all gzven / 


change, can never alter the Nature « L 

We.ſee here Loyalty' to our Prin, 
is 2 thing commanded: by God himſelf ,. 
together with Piety and Devotion" tofff ,,. 
wards. himſelf; yea and commandediMl.. 
the very next place. to it'; fo that' thilſ 1. 
'one is '4- part, .an inſeparable part, F p. 
very conſiderable part:ot the other. ' Ani ha 


it follows from hence by-apparent con Ke 


{cquence, that mensDiſloyalty 1s a cleafſ 5, 


Indicatio - i 
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Indication of their © Irreligion. If they | 
fear not the King, they fear not God. 
If iany man ſeem to be religious and bri- Jam. 1.26, 
dieth not his Tongue, from ſpeaking evil 7 * 
of Dignities or higher Powers, that mans Jud. 8, 
Religzon. is vain ; and it is much more . 
fo, if he holdeth not his. hands from 97-13. 2- 
Refifling, thoſe: Powers. In. like' - manner, 
on the other ſide, if any man ſeem to 
be-loyal; if he- profeſs the moſt awful 
Veneration, the moſt dutiful AﬀeRQion 
to: the King, yet, if he be void of Re- 
ligion, his Allegiance is very uncertain. 
j He that is a bold Rebel againſt Hea- 
ven, and: a- falſe Traytor to his Ma- 
W ker, is not like -to be: true and faith- 
"S ful to his Prinae. - He may” indeed be 
Loyal for a- Time, ſo long as. his 
 Mlatereſt or his Humour inclines him to it, 
© but when he-hath an Opportunity to 
-U"Y rebel with advantage, all his Allegi- 
toY ance will be caſt: off. | 
2 1'Y - Here alſo we may perceive, in or- 
W der. to the preſerving a. due Fear and 
Reverence towards God and: the King, 
how. neceſſary. it is, that People ſhould 
be forewarned of ill men, that they 
© ſhould be cautioned againſt affociating 
109 with dangerous Perlons, particularly, 
| thoſe 


SzxmoR HW. 
thoſe that - are given to change, thole that 


| are for Alterations and - Innovations, 
thoſe fativas Male-contents, who be. 
ing 'weary of the. good and. anc 
ent Conſtitutions ordained by God and 
the King, 'make it their Study and: En- 
deavour, to undermine and Subvert 
the eſtabliſhed Religion and Govern: 


And' fince both they 'and their Ac- 
complices ſhall be purſued with: Ven- 
geance ; 'fince none can 'tell what ſe- 
vere - Chaſtiſements' a Provoked God, 
and an angry Prince, 'may prepare for 
them, it cleary follows, that thofe who 
joyn with the Seditibus, are very. 1ll 
adviſed, and have no -trae' Regard to 
Self-Preſervation, while ito!preventima- 
ginary and fictitious ' Dangers, -rhey 
throw themſelyes-into real -and-certain 
Miſery. | | [N 

But to come to a more diſtin con- 
_ fideration - of each Particular © obſerved 
in the Text 5; I' begin with "the firft; 

. the Exhortution to *Relipion, 3y Sox, 
fear thou the Lord,” Of ' which Fear] 
ſhall briefly conſider, : 


. ans uy 
RF { 
_ 
* 
' # 
: \ : 
> 
« *. 
G x 


"a 


A 
] 


2 > 


FPYL ct el HO ger, OE  ATONNe- ©. © FEOF ENT els a AEIS 
ah 
X 


S$SzxxcoN 1. 


_—_ Nature, 
e Degrees, 
The Effe&s, and 
The Contraries, 


Firſt, As for the Nature of the Fear 
we owe to God, it is ,not a flaviſh 
Dread, joined with Anguiſh, Hatred, 
and Deſpair ; but a filial Reverence, 

mix'd with Hope aid Love. It is fuch 
an awful Apprehienfion of Gods infi- 
nite -Greatttefs in himfelf, and his ab- 


folite Dominion over tis, as is accom- - 


panied with a deli Hiful Senſe of the 

tratſcendent Goodrets of his Nature, 

aid his admirable Kindneſs to Wa 

ff we rovtd behotd- nothih 

but irrefiftible Power, ſoverai We 

ati Severities i, uftict, our ct Would 
e that '6f Devits, othr Fear 


wou then be nothing but 'poreDread 


an Be. But although the Majeſty bf God 
ono aJ 
cy Almithty Tath Tuch ah overpowrin 


"Glory th it, is da2tes tirid confoutids all 
"Mortal Crtitires iand 1 makes the "very 


rhel: « ePaphints © ever es Paces, yet ſince 


the 


" Hortor, att the Ply odat of 
our Faith would be to mithe bs trem- Jam. 2.19; 


Ph 6. 2, 
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_._ . '- Sm 1,26 Q,N Il 
the aſtoniſhing Terror of it is allayed 
and mitigated by. his Goedneſs, and 
ſince we believe him to be + the Lord 
God merciful and gracious; that Fear, 
which we are to have of him, is not 


| pure: ſolitary Fear, but Reverence, or 


Veneration, which ſuffers Love -to.eo- 
habite, | IR — 

But then Secondly; as for the De- 
Srees - of this Reverential Fear, they 
ought: to be. the higheſt and the grea- 
te(t, that-the Soul of man is. capable 
of.. The very higheſt Meaſures of Fear 
are moſt due, moſt fit to be payed to 
Gods . abſolute Soveraignty over us, 
and lower.- meaſufes can. never ſecure 
our Obedience to him. . For (if I may 
take- the liberty to borrow ſome De 
monſtration of this from a late excel- 
lent Divine) ſuppoſe we fear any Thing 
or Perſonin all the World more than God 
then when ever there happens.a Gom 


petition between the Fear of that Thing 
or that Perſon, and the Fear of God 


the greater Fear will overcome the 
leſs, and ſo .cauſe a Negle& or Vi 
olation, of our Duty to him. But where 
the Fear of God is predominant, there 
it will ſecure our Duty, there it will 


_ — i. Re waa 


I 
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d I be attended with | ſincere Obedience. 
1d And :this 1n the Third Place, is the 
rd I natural and proper Effe& of 'ſuch a Fear, 


r; Wt cur Fear of another be in any emi- 


ot MM oent degree, it will command and ex- 
or Wat . from: us the ſame degree of Care 
:0-FM and. Study, 'to ſerve and pleaſe the 

WPerion feared. Fear implies an Appre- 
)e-ſWhenſion of. Danger, and Danger, ſo far 
ey 45 tis apprehended, will ſo far excite 
ea- (Mus to uſe and: employ . the beſt Means 
we 'can-for our Preſervation. | 

It we chuſe' to difobey God, it is be- 
auſe. we do./not fear his Threatnings; 
as, Wnd if they are not feared, it1s becauſe 
reſ@hey are ether not believed; or not cons 


$oyned with the ſerious conſideration, of 
She Miſeries threatned :to-Diſobedience, 
Fannot but reſtrain and "deter us from ir. 
ecannot indulgeour ſelves 1n'Sin, unleſs 
/e enjoy ſome Pleaſure init ;- and we can 
ing,&0joy no: Pleaſurein it, unleſs weforget 
vr-disbelieve the everlaſtingPuniſhmenrs, 
eftyhich Almighty God hath prepared forit. 
iMhile men havereal and ſettled Appre- 


hereſhenſions of thoſe Puniſhments, and while 


herethe Remembrance of them, keeps them 
willkknder the Awe of Fear and Dread, their 
be : w - 


Midered. | But the clear: and firm Belief, 
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Sins wall appear ſo grievous to them, 


that they will be forced to abſtain from 
hem for 'their own Eaſe | and Satif- 
jon. T6 
And if the Fear of God. be*conſider- 
ed; as 4t 1s a filial Reverence compoun-l 
ded with Love, it will be much more 
pawerful to move and excite Obedi-|f t 
ace. to him.' Reverence willingly of: 
cy readily . pays, and chearfully perW: 
forcas what was forced- and conſtrain 
ed by meer Fear. If Awe and Afﬀe 
Qion he '\ugited in a devout 'Venera 
tion of the God whom we ſerve, hit 
Service, which before was a Yoak ant 
a Burden, then | becomes perfe& Free 
dom, ſo pleaſant and fo natural to us 
that. to. refuſe--it will be an Extinguil 
ing. of our'own- Joys, a Refiſting « 
our own Deſires, and-a Violence to ouſhh 
. ſelves. Aman, that highly. reveres ao 
aother, is as much inclined topleaſe hinfth 
as he-is to pleaſe himſelf, and as unlls 


his own Breaſt. | Þu 
Obedience (therefore is an InſepariÞt 
ble Effeft . of filial Fear ' or Reverenceſhie 
And that which is fo, is the moſt certaiflyh 
Mark of | the  Fruth: and Reality ri 
fs 1p 


; 
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n, 8 our Religion. - We all- profes Religion; 
mil and the! Fear of God, -we all pretend 


1if- I the higheſt Awe and Reverence to his 
divine Majefty.;z But do we ſincerely 
2r- © endeavour: to ſerve and pleaſe him 2 
an-W Are we. guilty of no wilful diſobedi- 
ore ence, no: ;cliofen and deliberate viola- 
di- tions of his holy Laws? If we indulge 
ol any: of theſe, 'the true Fear of God is 
Der not 1n us. >; bz; 
inf - For it-is; -fourthly,; tobe noted, That 
theſe are . the Coatraries'and Opp oſites 
ou this! Fear, All _— and pre- 
hiYfumprtuous ' Sins: are pertectly :- repug- 
gs it: 'Theſe are eat 4 
tempts, bold aftid Impudent Practices, 
hich carry the Marks of great Irre- 
erence clearly written upon their Brow. 
hen men deliberately chuſe to do thoſe 
hings, which they plainly fee and know 
So be contrary to the Divine Laws, 
inFhis is a manifeſt Diſcovery, that there 
Ws no Fear: of God before their cyes. 
Let us therefore prove the truth of 
Pur Religion, by ſincerity of our 
WDbedience ;- particularly by our Obe- 
ncePience ' to thoſe Commarnids of God, 
rtaifyhich require us to: be Loyal to our 


0 


7 Prince. That we may fully ſhew, what 
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an Awful Senfe; we: havc of; the | Mas 

jeſty and Soveraignty of the moſt high 
God, both 'in-our Words,*and- in! our: 
A&ions, let both our Words: and ACti- 
ons declare, how much we revere his 
Power and- Authority, not-:onely -1n 
himſelf, bur in-thoſe: alſo whom: he hath 
ſet - over us. 


And ſo I'come 'to the ſecond part 


« Solomon's Advice, wherein. we are 
admonithed” unto! the 'Fear of God; to 


ſubjoyn the Fear of | the King, who is 
Gods Vicegerent. Of which Lſhalkdiſ- 


courſe in the fame: Method;as 1 have done 
of the 3s by cating: its 


Nature) 
Degrees, - 
Effects, and: 
'Contraries: 


Firſt, As for the Nature of the Fear, 
which we owe unto the King, 'ris ve- 
ry much of the ſame. nature, with 
that Fear which is due to God himſelf, 
onely 'tis inferior and ſubordinate to ir. 
For Kings are honoured in holy Scrip- 
ture, with the adorable Name of .God. 
And the Laws of gone looking” up- 

on 
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on ithe King as'a God 'upon Earth, 
do-attributs- unto” himy 'in ſome Ana- 
logy diverſe  Excellencies, . that ' belong 
properly to God alone; ſuch as are 
a kind of Omnipotency 1n raiſing men 
from Death: roi lite, by -pardoning 
whom the Law hath condemned ; a cer- 
tain Omnipreſency, by his numerous 
Officers, who every- where repreſent 
him; and little [leſs than an Infallibi- 
lity, and an abſolute Perte&tion of 
Wiſdom - and Righteouſneſs : For our 
Law will have no Error, no Injuſtice, 
no Folly, no ImperfeCtion whatſoever to 
be found in the King. 


. The Fear rherefore which we owe 
to ourdread Soveraign, even like that 


which we render tothe divine Majeſty, 
is a moſt profound Reverence for, an high 
Eſteem of, and a' moſt ' humble and du-: 
tiful Aﬀection unto, his: Sacred Perſon 
and Authority. Tt is a filial Fear com- 
pounded of Dread and Love: For the 
King is the Father of our Country, by 
whoſe Providence and Protection, we 
are ſupported and defended, by. whoſe 
vipilant Care and Conduct we quietly 
enjoy all that we poſſeſs. Ot this (as. 


Se. Ferom hath obſerved) even the Phi- 
| E 3 liſtines | 
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conſtant-Cuſtom among; them, to- call 
alt their Princes. by the name of '46;- 
melech, which ſignifies both Father and 
King. And it was-the Promiſe of God 
to his Church, that .in | the. Times of 
the Goſpel, Xings ſhould be her nurſing 
Fathers, and (Queens her nurſing Mothers. 
Which great Bleſſing hath been, and is, 
moſt viſibly enjoyed by us ' in this 
Nation, as much as by. any People un- 
der Heaven. F b,-_h 
. Since then by being born the Kings 
SubjeQs, we: have the Happineſs: to be 
his Children, the very law of Nature 
doth oblige us, to;pay him all the Aw- 
fulneſs, and - Aﬀedtion, and Duty of ſſ 


| 1d. 1. 6 Children. #f 7 be a Pather (faith God) 


where is pine Honour * i I be a Ma» 
ſter, where is my Fear? Now the King 
next and immediately under God, is 
the great and common Father, the ſu- 
preme Lord and Maſter of us all. 
And therefore, ſecondly, The Degrees 
and Meafures . of Honour and Fear, 
whiett are due to the King are the ve- 
ry higheſt, and the greateſt, next unto 
thoſe that are due to God himſelf, - The 
ſupreme Power and Authority under 
G 


3 
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God, being lodged in the ſacred Per. 
ſon. of the' Soveraign Prifice, he may 
juſtly .demand' the fupreme Honour. 
Within | his own Dominions he is only 
leſs and lower than God, he is grea- 
ter and higher thanall Ranks and Or- 


"5 


ders of Men. Yea all the States of -, 


the Realm joyned together, all - the 
Nobles and Commons, and the whole 
Body of the People bave not a. Pow- 
et and Authority equzl to his. All 
his Subje&ts, whether Publick Magt- 
ſtrates or private men, not only fe- 
verally and apart, but joyntly and to- 
gether are under his Command. : For 
otherwiſe, he would not be the King 


. of a Kingdom, or a Political Society, 


united under one Form: of Government, 
but only a King of ſingle men- ſepa- 
rately taken, and ſo he would te a 


ſtrange kind of Chimerigal and ima- 


ginary Prince, a King of nothing but 
a- Rope of ſands. © | 
In the firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, 
Chap. 2. ver. 13 and 14. that great A- 
poſtle makes Tas plains Diſtinawon;be-. 
tween our Subje&tion to the King, and 
to all other Magiſtrates, whether ta- 
ken colle&ively or diſtributively, . We 
uo —_— M2 
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are to ſubmit to the King as Supreme, to 

all others as his Officers and Delegates 

Sent and Commiſſioned by' him:; all of 

them together, as well as each of them a- 

part having received all their Power -and 

Authority from him,and he having recei- 

Rom. 13. ved his from God alone: For the King is 

mn 2 NoSubſtitute ofthePeople,but theMinifter | 

Py of God, and his Power is the Ordinance 
...* » of God. 

T his is the Voice of Scripture and 
of Reaſon, and this I may with the 
greateſt Confidence, becauſe I can with 
the ftrongeſt. Evidence affirm; it being 
not” only the unanimous O pinion 
of 'all the Wiſeſt Politicians, and Stateſ- | 
men'in the World,but alſo the Catholick 
DoQrine of the Chriitian Church for ma- 
ny hundreds of. years together, that a ſr 
Monarch or Soveraign in his own Domi- Wn 
nions hath no Superior, but God 4/mighty. Wy 

And indeed it would. be very ſtrange, ſu 
ifany conſidering men ſhould think | 
otherwiſe: For it is a manifeſt Con- br 
tradiction to be a Soveraign or Su- I 

preme Prince, and to have a Superior. 
 G5»,, Thoſe Kings, who have any. Power a- Ib 
| A2>: bove them, are only titular not real ÞÞl 
| 72/4 Kings. The Soveraignty isalways lodg- - || 
| PAM 2 ethers” ed, 
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d, where; there is the higheſt Au- 
hority ; And according to the Conſti- 
ution of our Nation, -it is moſt cer- 
ainly. in the King, 'for the Lords 
zoth Spiritual and Temporal, together 
ith all the Commons affembled - in 
arliament, do by a. Solemn Oath ac- 
mnowledge the King ro be Supreme, 
ad themſelves to be his SubjeQts ; 
nd they have in publick Statutes par- 
icularly . declared, rhe ſole Supreme 


tia, ever to be, and to have been, 
y the Law of England the undoubted 
ight of his Majeſty, and his Prede- 
eflors; and that 'both or either Houſes 
t Parliament cannot, nor lawfully may 
aſe or levy any. War, offenſive or de- 
:nſive, againſt his Majeſty his Heirs 
nd lawful Succeſſors. Neither can a- 
y Laws or Statutes be made by them, 
ut onely ſuch as the King approves. 
either 1s the King accountable to them, 
rto any other,or liable tobe punithed by 
hem . or by any other, beſides God. 
Theſe are the Eſſentials of Soveraign- 
, or ſupreme Power, to have the 
le Power of the Sword, to haye 
egiflative Power, to. have a Power 
a which 


ommand and Government of the Mi- 


57 - 


"" "SLOT y 1 

which is irrefiſtible and unaccountable 
and. .no way ſubje& to the coercive 
Authority of any other. Every com, 
pleat and Imperial Soveraign: hath all 
theſe > And that we are under ſuch 
Soveraign, the whole Parliament did 
acknowledge in the 24. 47. 8. c. 12. inſt 
* « Which it was Refolved. That by fſun-W; 
dry Anthentick Hiſtories and Chronir 
cles, it is manifeſtly declared . and ex} 
preſſed, that this Realm .of England iy 
an Empire, and fo hath been acceptcdſt 
in the World, governed by one Su-W 
preme Head and King, having Digni-Wa: 
ty and Royal Eſtate- of the Imperial 
Crown of the fame.  *' - © Me 
The Kings Majeſty being thereforeh; 
the only Supreme Governour in hish; 
Dominions, next. under God, and ha-WR 
ving full, perfe&, and entire Juriſdit:-ſſth 
on and Authority from God alone ſm 
Which no other Magiſtrates have, buto 
by Emanation from him, ought to beſfor 
revered by us, with the higheſt De-WS; 
grees of Awfulneſs and Veneration, thatEhi. 
can jufily be paid to'any Perfon otffan 
Power upon Earth. The Fear and Ho-ſſby 
our we: owe to him is greater thanI[Ge 
We. owe to any other, and is the ve-ſſrat 

is TT oy 


ha- 
Qi- 
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hatEhis Prince, will refuſe to obey him, . 


Or 


To-fiby no means conſiſt with his Obedience to 
anfGad ; then indeed he will obey God 
ve-ſirather than Man, becauſe he fears God 


ry 
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ry. greateſt that can poſſibly be expreſ. 


Wied, except only that Divine Honaur and 


Adoration, which is peculiar to the Deity. 
Thirdly, This Awful Fear of our So- 


Mveraign Prince, if it be really within 
us, will have the very ſame Effe& that 


the Fear of God hath. - It will produce 
x moſt humble and loyal Submiſſion, a 
moſt - faithful and 'dutiful Obedience to 
him. © We ſhall execute his Commands 
with Chearfulneſs, and bear with Þa- 
tichce what he inflicts ypon us. ' We 


-Mhall carefully endeavour to obſerze 
Jand keep all his juſt Laws, that is to 


Ly, all thoſe which are not contrary 
to the Laws of God. , And if it fo 


Ylappen, that we cannot comply with 


tis ' Injun@tions, by Reaſon of their 
Repugnancy to. the Divine Commands; 
then we ſhall meekly and quietly ſub- 
mit 'to .the Penalties that enſue ſuch 
IC 1-complyance. PL here -15 bur ONE 
only . caſe, wherein 2 good and loyal 
Subje&, who duly fears and honours 


nd that is, when ſuch Obedience will 


| more 
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more than' any mortal Man, more 
than the © greateſt - Monarch. in ' the 


; World. But'there is no Caſe what. 


ſoever, wherein he” dareth, -eirher to 
reſiſt or 'reproach' the Perſon or the 
Authority of | the King, or - to offer 
any Indignity to him. - | 

For in the fourth and laſt Place, it 
is [to be remembred, that all As of 
wickedly - preſumptuous Diſobedience, 
all Oppofitions by Force of Arms, all 
reviling Expreſſions, and- all ' manner of 
Affronts are the moſt manifeſt Contra. 
dictions to the awful Fear of Soveraign 
Majeſty. Where the Word of a King 
zs, there is Power, Ecclel. 8. 4. But if his 
Word be lighted, and his Power de- 
ſpiſed, he is not honoured as a King, 
Who may ſay unto him, what doeſt thou ? 
None furely can without great irreve- 
rence. Us zt- Jit.to ſay to a King, ' thou 
art Wicked, or. to Princes," ye are Ungod: 
ly 2 Job: 34. 18. No, it 'is- "very "unfit, 


it is one of the © higheſt- Inſtances' of 


Impudence, Rudeneſs,' and / Unmanner: 


lines. Ir is ſuch Behaviour as doth: 


no way. conſiſt with the Deference, 


Obſequiouſneſs, and profound Lowlinefs 


which ought to be 1n Subjects. 
| But 
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;-; But 'whatis, it then, to take Arms 
284inſt- him? Is it- not plainly a fight- 
ang. againſt God, . whom the King 
repreſents, -and . with whoſe Authori- 


ty he is inveſted, Prov. 30.31. 4 Xing 
(like God) is. one, agarn/t whom there 


is no. ring up ; No, not upon any 


 pretence whatſoever, without open 


Perfidiouſneſs and Rebellion ; of which 
when any are guilty, they not only 
affront” their Prince, and: contemn- his 
Laws - and . Government z,,..they. not 
only. a& contrary. to. their. Duty and 
Allegiance, 'but they totally caſt off 
the very State, and Quality, and Rela- 
tion of Subjects ; yea,, they are ſuch 
Monſters of Men. as do in a great De- 
gree renounce humane Nature, and com- 


mon Civility ; They _ are ' as natural 


Brute beaſts, made to: be taken and de- 
ſtroyed. So St. Peter deſcribes them, 
2 Pet. 2. 10, 12. | 

If we have. therefore any Fear of 
God or the King, if. we have any Re- 
gard. to Religion or -Loyalty, Huma- 
nity, or Civility, .we will abhor. the 
thoughts of ever joyning with ſuch 
falvage, untamed, ungovernable Crea- 


tures, fuch Wolves and Tygers in hu- 
| mane 
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mane Shape'as Rebels' and Traitors are. 
Yea if 'we defire to' keep our felve; 

_ 6urt- of danger, we will have nothing 
to' do with any of the Friends or Cor- 
tefpondents of fach il! men,” with + 
ny fatious Deſigners, who do more 
remotely attempt fo. deftroy' the Go- 
vernment,; by introducing the Changes 
_ 8nd alterations of it. Which bririgs me to 
- The third Obſervable 'n the Texr, 
The' uſeful - Caution” "againſt Joyning 
or | Aſfociating with ious Innova- 
| tors, Meddle not with' them that are 
[=p to change. That is, joyh notthy 
elf to any turbulent Se& or Party, 
whoſe Diſcontent with the 'preſent State 
of Things, 'or deſire of Novelty makes 
them afte& a change, eſpecially in thoſe 
two great Intereſts of a Nation; Re- 
ligton, and Government, both* which 
the due Fear of God: and the King 
. would preſerve inviolate. | 
| Now by. how much: the better the 
eſtabliſhed Religion and. Government 
is, by fo much the worſe and the 
more deteſtable are all ſuch - Combina- 
tions and Confederacies for the Change 
of either of them. Upon which Ae- 
count I verily believe no People = 
p tne 
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xreMthe World have greater. Reaſon to 
vesſbearken to this Counſel of - Solomons, 


ingſlthan . we have. For wherefore ſhould - 


or-flwe deſire or endeavour an Alteration 
2-cither 'of our Religion, or our Govern- 
ore {ment ? 

30- Our Religion is the true Chriſtian 
;MReligion reſtored- to its primitive Pu- 
rity, and reformed from the Corrup- 
tions and Abuſes both of Hereticks and 
Schifmaticks. And ſhall we joyn with 
thoſe who would exchange this ſober, 
rational, well-rempered Religion, et- 
ther for the Extravagancies of Enthu- 
fiaſm, or the Follies of Superſtition, 
the Delufions of the SeCtaries, or the 
res Midolatries - of the Romaniſts > Shall we 
fe (joyn. with thoſe, who would exchange 
&- decent and duly regulated Ceremonies, 
*h Neither for rude and unſeemly Geſtures 
1g ſon-the one fide, or for a Multitude 


of ridiculous and pompous Rites on the. 


te other; who would turn pious and 
1t | primitive Diſcipline into lawleſs liber- 
ie ty, or intolerable Impoſitions;. found 
1- [and ancient Doctrine, in all Points a: 
re f|grecable to the written Word of God, 
either into uncertain and unwritten 


Divt- 


C 
fa || Traditions, or into novel- Enthufiaftick - 
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Divinity;and ſerious well compos'd/Forms 
of. Prayer, underſtood by the People, 
either into mere Battologies and Ex- 
cemporary. Effuſions, 'or- 1nto unedity: 
ing Maſſes in an unknown Tongue; 
ft is a great and a moſt true; com- 
mendation of our Religions wortay : to 
-be: ever remembred, which was given 
by. his :late Sacred Majeſty, in ſome 0 
his laſt 'Words to the' then Prince 
Wales, our now moſt *Gracious --Sove 
raign. : His words are theſe, / .do re 
quire and intreat-you,, as .. your Father, 
and. your - Kingg: that - you never | ſufferfit 
your "Heart -to..receive the leaſt checiſy 
againſt;” or .' Diſaffection from the-true Re 
ligion eſtabliſhed in the Church of Eng 
land,-'+7- ref you, | {: have: tried tt, andgt 
after much | Search, and. many Diſputes liſp, 
hawe concluded it to he. the beſt in theſhr 
World; not only in the Community as Chrithr 
tian, : but alſo in- the ſpecial Notion asf 
Reformed z. keeping the middle way beſhn 
tween the Pomp of Superſtitions Tyrana 
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ny, and. the Meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anar 
fs oy at the Goverment over usÞ 
_ if Reaſon and Scripture- may ; be heard 
it is the -moſt excellent -Form of Gogf | 
| vern 
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ml yernment. It isa Monarciy, and the beſt 
le,l fort ot 'Monarchy, not a Deſpotical and 
2x Arbitrary, but a Political or Paternal Mos ; 
iy-W narchy, ſuch as is admioiſtred by Juſt and _ © || 
i WW equal Laws ; notan EleQive but, an He: Gorariti dh | 
mY reditary, Monarchy, free from all Inter- Zrf rad 
toll regnum, and trom many Miſchiefs to 
venfl which Elective Kingdoms are ſubject, 
> of It is ſuch a Monarchy as by an ad- - 
admirable . Temperament preſerves at 
once, both the juſt Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, and. the Soveraign Majeſty of the 
WAing. It is x Monarchy of great An- 
tiquity. We have. been under. the Go- 
Fvernment of Kings, teyond the utmoſt 
Records of all Hiſtory. , Of Kings we 
may juſtly boaſt, more than any ©: 
Ther Nation in the World: For it wag 
our \Iſ}and;. that yielded the firſt King; 
2nd the firſt Emperor, that ever ems 
braced the Faith of Chriſt, Lucixs and 
Conſtantine, Princes who in the Glory; 
nd Stability of. their Adtions, abuns 
ranÞYantly anſwered the ſignificant Omens 
art their Hluſtrious Names. One of our 
ings alſo was the firſt, who caſt 8f-che 
Antichriſtian Uſurpartions of the Church 
df Rome, and ſettled the Reformarion by 
Law. - And: it hath been ever ſince 
ern F pader 
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under the fame good Conduct of Kings, 
that the true Chriſtian Reformed Religion 
hath been hitherto preferved among us. 
Shall we then be. ſo unwiſe, as to 
hearken to the Antimonarchical Infinu- 
ations of thoſe reſtleſs Demagogues, who 
would alter and change, tubvert. and 
deſtroy-this moſt excellent, this moſt 
ancient, Form of Government? And what 
if ſome Men, will not, or cannot ap- 
prehend, that our Government deſerves 
to be” thus extolied> What if they ſup- 
poſe this Conſtitution to be none of 
the | beſt > Yer every plain/ Country- 
man may underſtand; That 'the Mit} 
chiefs of a Change are unſpeakable. AJFt: 
Change of Government cannot ordina-ſſ 
rily be-introduced withour'' a *Rebellif 
on, and all the fatal Conſequences that 
attend it ; a Rebellion which commonly 
begins: with fadtious Combinations unP1c 
der Pretence of Defending Religion, LiÞi! 
\ berty, and Property; proceeds by arÞ* 
med Force, and. atl:che Ways of ſecret! 
Stratagem or open Afﬀanlr ; and' ends ita 
Blood and Slaughter, Spoit-and'- DevaPhi 
Ration, Rapine and: Plunder, Oppretlifh 
on [and Sacriſedge ; a Rebellion,- T ſaygor 
which, if proſperous and ſucceſsful; makeſſt: 
A | IM 
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| # great ng indeed,” overtutnd all 
n Ofler, td | ule, ard Ike all te 
Tai i} the World lays' the Rei 
0 | bpoh rhers} 16th; add "thikes' of whe 
x | Refttainrs' of "their" Apperires ; throw3 
10 fl down the Fences" of Law; and leaves. 
nd I all open tothe lInedtfiods of V jolie 
ft | githers rhetrs 'Lufts- int6' 4 common 
a || Storm, ant fills aft things with Hors 
2p-|j| for acid Confufton ; breaks up the Foun: 
es dattoris of the Eatth 4rid'le $ 4 in 4 ej {As 
ap- of Heft' rh Tt us." AlF' thiſe © dire Ff , 7 
off tes of rertitty the: Govethnitht 
ry-| this Natiny" hitth' ſadly” felt ; "and" if 
Jiffl ve took any Notice of the Black'arid Fa 
rt Day in'tfic faſlveeRthey nwwſt needs 
at this Tire be freffi ion Memtories i 7-030 
But perhips"alt. this doth riot dif- 
chaifſcotttige the men" thit” ate give? to 
nlyJClizmage. The ſdifiowTireefidiavics care - 
unÞ$ior, altfiongh the while Riggdorm be” 
Lis a Flame, if they cart but! waritirherns 
ves at the Fire; and at the Ed of 
be by this Blood-hed Ruige; and  Deva- 
_ Ws they” (- xptlt tiothing _ _ 
he tick Spotl vs X bebby 
* be log! of 'Ttiurnph. 1 Nall Hoy 
= Ire confider ir _ laſt” Place, what 
ws abuntatitty conface and confound 
uch vain Hopes, F 2 The 
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IV. /'- The - diſmal :Prefage in my Text 
concerning the; ſwift. Vengeance, that 
ſhall: ſfurprize ſuch il Men, and the 
unknown . Miſery. into which both they 
and their Aſſociates may tumble head- 
long. For. their Calamity ſhall riſe ſad- 
dently, and who... knoweth the Rnuine of 
them both > that, is,, both of them that 
are: given to. change, and thoſe that 
joyn- with them. | Or elſe it may be 
underſtood. of the DeſtruCtion that ſhall 
come upon: them, -both from the Lord 
and. the King,'. Who: can tell what 
terrible Judgment,- what - heavy Puniſh- 
ment, -both God and his Vicegereat may 
inflict upon them? Who can meaſure 
the divine Vengeance, which . is armedf] - 
with infinite Power 2 Who can limiteſſſ 
or appeaſe the Wrath of a'King, which 

Prov. 16. is as the Roaring of a. Lyon, or as aff © 
12.019 Meſſenger of Death. . Kings are faid to 
| have long Hands;. and God hath longer 
and: heavier, which can ſoon reach, anc 

' will moſt ſeverely chaſtiſe ſuch Di 
ſturbers and  Overturners of . Peace and 
Government. . In the Thirteenth to thc 
Romans, St. Paul hathvery plainly fore: 

' told their Fate, that they ſhall receive tt 

to themſelves cya, Judgment, or as we 
,. rendes 
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render it, Damnation. If we take the 
Word in the mildeft Senſe, the hes 
ning 'is, that according to the ordina- 
ry Courſe of Gods Providence, they 
ſhall receive ſome grievous Puniſhment, 
here in this World, They feldom die 
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- 


the common Death of men; nor, are _ 16, 
they viſited, after the viſitation of all 


men, but are uſually ' cut ' off by 'the 
viſible Strokes ' of Vindiive Juſtice. 
And their Puniſhment | is as ſignal as 
their Villany. "They refitt the Ordi- 
nance of God, and they receive a Pu- 
niſhment worthy of God. | 

Every .Age hath afforded Examples ot 
this ; but I will only inftance in the 
Judgments, which followed the firſt 


. Notorious Sedition that happened in 


World, and -the laſt great Rebellion in 
our own Nation. 
That firſt Sedition (of which we have 


a large and full Account in the fix- | 


teen Chapter of Numbers) was the In- 
ſurreRion of Corah and his Accomplices 
againft Moſes and ' Aaron, under pre- 
tence of aſſerting the Rights and Li- 


[| berties of the People, in Oppoſition to 
j the arbitrary Government of Moſes, 
4 whom they accuſed of Tyranny (as 

| F 3 


Taſephus 


Lrpach mes Þ Fog eirienatÞ Prj- 
rH, TPA5jOns. gf  Agrop 
816 Re Piel Which ſpecious Ne- 
1gns.drew. into the. Conſpiracy a .great 
—_— of Cantiderable Perſians, FTE 


= hundred and fifty. Princes of the 


Aſlembly, famoys in the Congregatian, 
Men of Renows. . But notwihſts nding 
their Popular. Pretences, (which were, 
ige: 0 bſtance, the | very. [hs that gave 
rſt Riſe , apd Burth to .qur late 
Cookin ;): and aIthongn they 7 
pager ſome ſhew of Authority, w 
ſuch an Aſſembly of Princes and Great 
Men joyned with, them 3 (as our Rer 
bels alſo endeayoured to. juſtific their 
Proceedings, by or pretended. . Power 
- of a Parliament ;;). although,: [ ſay, they 
had ſuch fair Colours, fox Feat they 
did, and /fuch Eminent\Men_ on | their 
ſide, they were made to ſyj 
deſert of their Sin. - Both 
Eo Fo irgd to. puniſh: the wy 
thezr De lon Wgs 0D 1e{s... terriſ 
than ſudden.” They. kad diſturbed the 
Earth þy their F N00, ang. the, Farth 
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as it were moved with Indignation againft 
them, rent afunder, and opened its 
Mouth to ſwallow thoſe in its Bowels, 
. who were unworthy. to live upon 'the 
Face of it. When they had been divi- 
ding the People, the very Ground di- 
vides it ſelf under their feet, and breaks 
into a Chaſm in the Place where they 
ſtood, that they might go down quick | 
into the Pit of-Deſtruction, Death and 


the Grave both ſeizing them at once. 


And thoſe two hundred and fifty of 

the ' Seditious Incendiaries that offercd 

Incenfe, were as ſwiftly conſumed by 

Fire from Heaven. So ſuitable were 

their Puniſhments both to the Nature 

and the Degree of their Crimes. 

. . And-whenthe /ſraclites, inſtead of lear- 

ning their Duty by theſe dreadful SpeQta- 
cles, took.upon them the next Day in a- 
nother InſurreCtion to juftifie the Plca: of 
Corah, to own thioſe Rebels as the People 
of the Lord,and tocharge Moſes and Aarox 
as being guilty of their Blood ; the Wrath 
of God-went out againſt them and confu- 
med them, as.ina moment,. with ſuch a 
quick diſpateh, that,, although Aaroz 
with all-poſlible Haſte -made an Atone- 
ment for them, there were deſtroyed 
F 4 | by 
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by the Plague, no'lefs than Fourteer 
thouſand and ſeven hundred. | 

But to come to the Inſtance nearer 
home, What, I pray were the Effetts 
of the jate Rebellion in - our - Native 
Land 2 Was it not in the Event moſt 
pernicious and deſtructive to rhe 'Re- 
bels themſelves, at leaſt to the Chiefeſt 
of them Did nor their Calamity ariſe 
ſuddenly, fo ſuddenly that themſelves 
ſcarce fore-faw it 2 Thoſe malignant 
Comets, having blazed a little while, 
quickly expired in Stench. Their Riſe 
was ſudden and their Fall too. --T heir 
reſtleſs Ambition made them violent- 
Iy introduce a Change of Govern- 
ment ; but what a Change did them- 


ſelves meet with, when they were | 


tirown down from the 'Top of. all 
their vain Falſe Glory, to be the Ha- 
tred and the Hiffing of the People 2 
They had divided the Kingdom, and 
embroiled it in a Deſtructive War: 


God: therefore. divided them - among 


rhemſelves, and made them their own 
Scourges, like an Army of Philiftines, 


another, until the Reſtauration of his 


| facred Majeſty, when the Hand of God 


\ WAS 


ſtill beating and threſhing down one 


he 
1; 


| 
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yas illuſtriouſly viſible, both in bring- 
ng him to the Throne of his Father, 
nd the-principal Rebels ' and Murde- 
es to Publick Juſtice. 
Some-indeed there were, who had 
o'ſmall ſhare in _the Guilt, and yer 
ſcaped the Puniſhment; Bur they may 
hank their. moſt Gracious and Mer- 
ful Prince, whofe matchleſs Clemency 
ath been greater than the greateſt of 
heir Bloody Villanies. And after fueh 
Pardon of ſuch Guilt, if any © Sub- 
:&s: of this Crown have a mind to 
ebel again, let them take heed leſt 
hey fin beyond all Poflibility of For- 
1veneſs and barr themſelves eternally, 
ot only from the'Mercies of the King, 
ut, alſo from the Mercies of God 
\[mighty. | 
As for our ſelves, iff we ſuſpe& or 
erceive any FaQtious Mean to have de- 
gns qgainſt the Government, let not 
ur Souls come into their Secret : Let 
ſs not meddle in the leaſt with ſuch 
ons of Corah, except it be by all law- 


es, ful means to deteft, oppoſe, and ſup- 
ne Þreſs them. Let us no way joyn with 
his fhem in their "Curſed Artempts and 


Machinations, unleſs we deſire - 
al 
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fall withithem, in their Ruine anc 
Calamity. ' But as it was Propheſiedf 
by: Zeſea of the Children of 7 ae| 
That after their Captivity they {ſhould 
return and ſeek the Lord their: God 
and David their King ; ſtill, David thei 
King, although .it- was then ſome hun 
dreds of years after David's Reig 
becauſe the Succeſſion was ſtill in thi 
Family of David;'ſo God grant, tha 
we and our Poſterity may fear, ani 
- honour, and obey the, Lord our God 
and 'our. David, our moſt. Gracious $0. 
veraign, and all his. Lawful Succeſſor 
without any- change: of our excellently 
eſtabliſhed Religion, or our happy Con. 
ſtitution of Goverament,. to the Endfſ 
of. the World. | 
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Preached Far. 30. 163F. 
Prov. XXVIE. 2. 
For the tranforeſſon of a Land, 


many are the Princes there= 
of : But by a man of under= 
ſtanding and knowledge, the 

| State thereof ſhall be pro= 
longed. 


d_ 


F the great Bleſſings-and Calamities 
| of a Nation be not thrown into it 
WW atall adventure, by the uncertain 

© caſt of blind Contingency, nor ur- 

ſiſtibly thruſt upon it, by the over- 
eating force of inevitable Fate ; if they 
roceed not from the confuſed*and' for- 
itous Concourſe of yarious Smooth- 
v6 | ſhap'd 
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ſhapd. or-.Ill-figured Atoms, nor fron 
the predominant Influences of aufprcionlf 
or. malignant-Stars or Planets; but. are 
both '6vf them the cerein bfiets of & 
intelligent and voluntary Provident 
 Adminiſttation, a Divitie Power, Wil 
dom, and Juſtice ruling i the King 
doms of Men; if the -one. be the be 
nigne” Favours of Almighty God, the [i 
beral Emanations of his Immenſe Good 
neſs ,  wherewith -Ie rewards and: en 
courages Picty and Virtue ; if the off 
ther be his penal Srokes, the\awaken 
ing FThander-boks of that Rigliteou: 
Indignation., which Mens Sins: have 
provoked ; from hence it witt foffow jthaſÞs 
we have: moſt juſt and reab occafions fo 
Solemn Days ' of '\ptblick Thanſgivingſh 
for the one, and Humiliavions - #adeÞi] 
the other,which ſort of Days, tho' ſomeſſh 
times ilNegally conſecrated Ey Facti 
Powers, and hypocritically celebrate 
with Mock-devotions to fantifie Trey 
ſon and Rebellion, ought to be fo mud 
the more ſincerely, fo much the mord} 
religianiy, obferved by. us,, when -ou 
lawful Superiors have adviſedly appoinitfhis 
ed them. And from hence . it wilj; 
particularly follow, that we ave ſtil 
grea 
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ongreat reaſon, with Weeping, Faſting, and 
oPrayer, thus annually to commemorate 
ahe Fatal Period of Time, .in which 
«Fur multiplyed Sins, and over-flowing 
tulfTranfgreſſions, after they had deprived 
Virus of all -the Bleffings, with which a 
agſuſt and peaceful Monarchy could make 

s happy, and neces the plenti- 

e ||ul Calamities of a Civil War, together 
odivith the numerous Plagues of many 
Wrinces, many Tyrannical Uſurpers of 

> oRoyal Authority, fwelld at lengrh into 
cenffluch a Deluge of boundleſs Wicked- 
couWeſs, as quite extinguiſhed the Light 
12vSf our rae}, and pulled down upon 
ghaſs, fo fFogular an Inftance of the Di- 
; foffine Vengeance, as no Nation had felt 
ingFefore, the moft barbarous and unpa- 
adeefalleFd Murder of one of the beft Kings 
meat ever -fat upon a, Throne, our. fate 
10Whoſt Gracious Soveraign. From! hence 
ated ſay it will appear, that ' this Days 
relumble and: mournfel Refle&tion, on 
nuetſat blackeſt of Britain's Tragedies, is 
norg great and common Duty, to which 
ouſt, even_ the moſt mnocenr Natives of 
this piacufar Tfknd, #e indiſpenſibly 


Wil blised; 
{ti | 


grea HOT. - The 
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Theſe, Concluſions | take to be clear 
ly inferred from thoſe Premiſes, and | 
believe no ſober;and knowing Man car 


think otherwiſe, if he ſeriouſly and 


thorowly. conſider this Royal and Diff 
vine Aphoriſm, which came from. tl: 
Pen of Solomon, and the Mouth of God 
For the tranſgreſſion of a Land, mai 
are the Princes thereof : But by a mand 
widerſtanding and: knowledge, the Stat 
thereof ſhall be prolonged, In which wore 
therelie before us theſe Four Obſervable 
Firſt, a publick National Judgmenih 
and that is the ill Stare of a .Natioff; 
under  Polyarchy, or Plurality of Sy 
preme Governours, when many are iſh, 
Princes: thereof. | | 
Secondly, the notorious Cauſe of ſud, 
2 Judgment, it is. expreſly aſcribed 1 
the Wickedneſs of a People, the tray, 
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 greſſion of a Land, a 


Thirdly, the” oppoſite National Maſe, 
cy, or the Happineſs of a: Nation vu 
7/44 2 well ſettled Monarchy, when &; 
a. man of underſtanding. and Kknowledig 


the State thereof is prolonged: A maſh 


'0 

that js, to ſay, one Man, one Soyerai; f 

Prince, in oppoſition to the many Pri 

ces before mentioned. . - WTiri 
: Fourthll 
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-;»Fourthly, The principal means whete- 
al by ſo great a Mercy 1s procured, and 
d Ill that is the Wiſdom of. the Monarch, 
can his auderflanding and knowledge. | 
and I begin with the firſt of theſe, the 
DEE National Judgment, mapy Princes ; by 
til which it. is, plain, we are to under- 
roo ſtand Supreme or Soveraign Princes : 
191 For many inferior Magiſtrates or ſub- 
Wl ordinate  Governours, are at-all times 
#aneceſſary to every State and Kingdom, 
Weven in their* moſt peaceful and flou- 
Yriſhing Condition, It is therefore the 
multiplication of  Soveraigns, that Sg- 
Wor here ſpeakes of ;by many of whont 
ay be meant, either many lawful Soz 
eraigns, or many PROPS ; both 
hich are publick Evils, altbough the 

atter be the more ſignal Judgment. 
Firſt then, by Pritices in the Text 
ve may underſtand lawful Soveraigns ; 
 Fodof themthere may beeither many ſyc- 
Mceſſively, or mariy at orice; There may be 
1 Vilnany-ſacceffively in a. Monarchical State ; 
en Tometitnes by - the very Nature of the 
ledÞonſtitution,asin an Eleftive Monarchy, 
raid ig ore Royal Family, and in rhe one 
Prize Line according - tÞ, Priviledge of 
irth;- and Proficey, of Blood ; _ Is 
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ſpeaks, if he deſcended from' the Sacre: 
Rac 
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conferred on various Perſons. 'of divers 
Families or different Lifies', according 
to. the Will and Pleaſure of the Ele. 
Qors. This 1s an ill State* in'compart- 
fon of Hereditary 'Monarchy.' Art the 
Death of every Prince, tis ſubjeCt to an 
Interregnum, in which the whole Frame 
of things may be unſettled 3 and every 
new Ele&tion not only commits the Ad. 
miniſtration of * Aﬀairs to untried hands 
but may alſo. expoſe the 'Kingdom to 
great Changes, and dangerous 'Revolu: 
tions, ariſing from the oppoſite-Intereſts, 
AﬀeCtions, and Inclinations* of - variou; 
Families, and conſequently 'of fuch Per: 
ſons as are choſen out of them. 

Indeed if it happen that the Ele. 
King be the Son of Nobles, 'as So/omo 


Jy > 


ce of Kings, and hath been educi 
ted among Princes from his Youth ; F__ 
he. hath not only the: Title, Place, an; © 
Office, but the real Majeſty and A Dy 
thority, the' God-like Spirit, the Wil 
dom, Juſtice, and Clemency of a Kin D 
matters may go well while he Reign; 
e&th: Bleſſed "art thou, O Land, whey th. 
King is the Son of Nobles, Eccleſ, 10. 1 
But if it fo fall out (as it often may 


ns : 
[far 
Ecuri 
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an Arbitrary Eleftion) that the Prince 
{be choſen out of the meaneſt - of the 
People ; if he be a Perſon of low Birth 
and ſervile Condition, the Kingdom can 
never be happy under ſuch a Gover- 
"Wnour. For a Servant when he reigneth; 
Ws one of thoſe three things, for which the 
YIBREarth is diſquicted, wi one of the four, 
"W-ich 7t. cannot bear, Prov. 30; 21, 22. 
fl Sometimes allo by the Will and Plea- 
ture of Heaven, and by the Viſication- 
UBf God, there may be many Princes 
ts, cceſſiyely even inan Hereditary Mo- 
Vihairchy, when by. reaſon of the fre- 
"Ment Deaths, and ſhort Reigns of Kings, 
ere 15 a Succeltion of divers of them 
KY ithin a few years. This is general- 
ng diſadvantageous to the Happineſs of 
IE Nation, if it doth not prove fatal to 
uc'y When there is fuch a Mortality of Foot. $5, 
1 3 Wonarchs, that the Earthly Gods die 5, 
Mer than common Men ; when the 
WWildren of the moſt High are brought 
"Sy, and not one alone, but many of - 
N10S: Princes fall by an untimely Piſſo- 
elSFion, before they can bring their de- 
1 ns and endeavours for the ſafety and 
>. TRifare of their People, to any good 
ay Kſcurity; and when the Crown thus 
G2 ſwittly 
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ſviſtly paſſing from one to another, is 
devolved upon Infants, who are un. 
skiltul 49 the Arts of Empire, obnoxious 
ro | the unfaithfulneſs of Tutors, and 
eaſſe to be miſled by the treacherous 
Condu& of ill Miniſters, this ruffles the 
publick Afairs, and uſually cauſerh great 
difcompoſures. Wo to thee, O Land, when 
thy King is a Child, Eccleſ, ro. 16. - Al 


though rhis Fo may” be in good meaſur. 
prevented, where the Change and- th | 
fofs of Princes, is recompented by ti 
continuance of the ſame wiſe Counſel « 
lors, and rhe defe&t of Age made uf « 
by the uncorrupted Innocence, and thi ;; 
early Piety of the Crowned Child. | tj 
. But as the having many Princes ſuf { 
ceſfively, is ſometimes the misfortune  þ, 
the beſt of Monarchies; ſo the havig c; 
- many together and-at-once;, is the coff rj 
fant miſchief -of a Republick; wh] C 
the Soveraignty. 1s actually inveſtedſ} en 
more than 'one, eirher in a certain nuff G, 


'ber of Sele&t Perfons, 'which is incolff dj 
modious enough, - or, which is mf ly 
worſe, in the very Multitude and'f jn 
neral Crowd, in the whole Body of } thi 
People ; the Head and the Feet, 

Brains and the Heels, the Honoural * 
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the . Wiſe, the Sober,. and all the baſe 
and blind and boiſterous Rabble, ha- 
ving. their ſhare in the Government. 
I deny not that thefe Republicks are 
lawful Powers in thoſe places where 
by Divine permiſſion they have had a 
durable. continuance and eſtabWhment. 
Long Poſleſſion may give them a. Title, 
and as bad as they are, Uſe and Cu- 
ſtom and rhe Situation of fome Coun- 
tries, may make them tolerable in ſome 
tew particular places. | 
Neither will I fay, that So/omon did 
exprelly. and deſignedly pronounce this 
Sentence concerning them. The truth 
is, they cannot boaſt of ſo great An- 
tiquity. Ir doth .not appear, that any 


10 ſuch Forms of Government- had ever 
x been heard of in his Days. But be- 


cauſe many in this Age, and in this Na» 
tion, have been ſuch tond Admirers of 


TS Common-Wealths, I ſhall for their ſakes 


enquire, whether theſe rare - Models of 
Government, although they do not fall 
dire&tly under Solomon's Cenfure,be real- 
ly any better than the many Princes 
in my Text are ſuppoſed to be 2. Whe- 
ther they be not, tor the moſt part, 
Judgments and Puniſhments {ent from 
"Mp 5 Hea» 
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Heaven, for the tranſgreſion of a Land? 

That they were generally ſo in their 
Original, I think is not much to be 
doubted. For what was it that brought 
Republicks into the World 2 Was it not 
Faction and Sedition 2 Were they not 
all at firſt meer Uſurpations? Where 
is then any People, Nation, or Lan- 
guage, which was not anciently ſub- 
jet. to Kings? We cannot ſuppoſe that 
any was not, unleſs we will take upon 
us (as ſome of our Republicans have 


Plato Re-. confidently done) to queſtion the truth 


divivus. Pe 


- 27. of all ancient Hiſtory. Tully places ' it 
"ms L. 3- ater notiora, among the things of known 
Ju. © certainty, that all were of old under Re- 
gal Government. Fu/ti begins his Epi. 
tome thus, Principio Rerum, Gentium, 
Nationumg; Imperium peaes Reges erar. 
To which agrees that of Saluft, [nitio 
Reges tier nam in terris. nomen 1m- 
perii id primum fait. Yea the ſacred and 
infallible Story* in the Writings of Meo- 
ſes, who had both the Power of a King, 
and: the Spirit of a Prophet, gives us 
ſufficient poof thereof. And if we ſearch 
after the firſt Riſe and Birth of Arj- 
ſtocratical or. Democratical States, we 


ſhall conſtantly find upon P--ard, thar 


Saluft, 1.1. 


they 
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they. were. the .natural products of Per- 
fidiouſneſs and. Rebellion. 

, When men, ſhook off their Allegt- 
ance to their Prince, and revolted from 
that  Eſtaþliſhmeang, to which they were 
born Subjects, then. they Erected a Com- 
mon-Wealth. Thus the ' Roman Repub: 
lick began, by a Regifngium, the fickle 
and-inconſtant People changing the ve- 
ry. Form of taeir Government, becauſe 
of the. particular miſcarriages of one of 
their Governourss Thus the united 
Netherlands. upon their DefeCtion from 
the King of Spazy, . made up a Com- 
\ bination of many Independent -Juriſ- 
dictions, joyning together of meer ne- 
cellity, to keep themſelves from being 
puniſhed, for rebelling againſt, and ab-. 
juring their rightful Prince. Thus the 
Swiſs Cantons revolting from the Houle 
of Auſtria, .Genoa from the Empire, and 
Geneva from the Duke of Savoy, ſet up 
for themſelves as Common-Wealths or 
free States, as they love to be called, 
caſting off their ancient, and for the moſt 
part eaſie dependance upon their law- 
tul- Soveraigns, that : they might aſpire 
to the. Name and Shadow of a trouble- 
ſome Freedom, And even the ſo much 

+ - G 4 cele: 
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celtbftated Yenetians ſtole their Repub- 


lick at firſt, taking advantage 'of the 


cotfimon Fears and Diſorders, when 7ta- 


oy was alarm'd by the Funns. | 
Neither is there any fuch Commo- 


diouſneſs in Republicks,- after they are 
fettled, as will make amends for the 
badneſs of their Original. - If we look 
into their Adminiſtration, we ſhall find 


them attended with - ſo mary and fo 
great Inconveniences, that the ehief end 
of Government, which is the publick 


Peace and Happineſs, or the well being 


of a Community, cannot be ordinarily, 


obtained by them. | 
_ Nothing is more pernicious to any 


Society, than Contention and Diſcord. 


Cah two walk- together, faith God, except 
they be agreed * Amos 3. 9. And if Two 
catinot, it 15 not to be -expetted that 
Many ſhould. There can be' no peace 
without Agreement, and the Agreement 
of many, 'if there be no Superior to 
unite them, is almoſt impoſſible. As A- 
narchy is conſtantly attended with con- 
fuſion, ſo is'Polyarchy with Diviſion. | 

. Where there is a conſiderable number 
of Men, that have, an equal ſhare in the 
Soveraign Power, there will be _ 
Not} on ' F , "07 0, 6 va + % Mp table 
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table Difcords, Jealouſies, and  Enm- 
ations iſſuing from their different Judg- 
ments, and oppoſite Counſels, as to the 
Condutt of Srate Aﬀairs. And although 
their Debates be ended by Majority of 


- N Suffrages, their Animoſities, eſpecially 


it the weaker ſide, will be' the more 
inflamed. For fince all Men . naturally 
deſire to have their own advice fol- 
lowed, thofe that are out-voted will be 
apt to look upon themſelves as both 
diſparaged and diſappointed, from whence 
will ariſe Anger, Hatred, and Difcon+- 
tent ; which Patiſions, if there be oppor- 
tunity, will break out ' into Conſpira- 
cies and Infurre&tions, to ſuppreſs and 
ruineth>ſe whom rhey could not coun- 
terballance. 

And the Reaſon why there are. no 
greater Tamults and Seditions in our 
Modern Republicks, is becauſe being al- 
moſt perpetually engaged, either as 
Principals or Confederates in Forraign 
Wats, "the ' Factious Spirits have not. 
leifure to quarrel at home. Pax ibs 


Marte, which is the Motto of Yerice, 


may. very well ſuit all the reſt of them; 
For when they have no work cut out 
for their Swords abroad, they - are al- 
- | Du ways 


ways running into -Domeſtick ' Muti- 
nies, and |by theſe the moſt | flouriſh- 


| ing of them, might-long ago have been 


ruined, had it not been for the ' little 
mixture 'of Monarchy, with which their 


Conſtitutions are compounded ;.ſuch as 


that of a:Duke, or a State.-hokder, who 
reduceth: the | Factions: to ſome 'Tem- 


per, and keeps the State from a Difſ- 


ſolution. -- | 
; 'Neither-are Republicks in leſs dan- 


.ger from- Foreign, than they are from 


Inteſtine' Enemies, which makes them 
live- in perpetual fears of Invaſion ; and 


being unable ' to. defend themſelves, in 
this caſe alſo they are beholden to Mo- 


narchy -: For the uſual Aſylum where 
they take ſhelter, is under the Wing 
of ſome : Potent Neighbouring Prince, 
whom they chuſe for their- Protector. 

- Beſides, nothing is of greater Mo- 
ment to the good ſucceſs of arduous 
Aftairs, than Secreſie. But is there a- 
ny: hope of. ſecreſie, where there are an 
hundred Ears to hear 'the Counſels, and 
fifty . Tongues to. publiſh them ;| and 
where ten or twenty of thoſe fifty (as 
1t uſually happens) diſſent from the 
reſt > Will not theſe be hugely tempt- 
| X ed 
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ed to revenge the negle& and' refuſal 
of their own Advice, by divulging the 
moſt important Secrets of the prevail- 
ing Faction ? | 

And tho' there be ſometimes a tolerg- 
ble Acquieſcence, in the Opinion of the 
Major part; yet the Debates and Con- 
ſultations among ſo many different 
Judgments, are commonly ſo long pro- 
tracted, that before they can arrive at 
a Reſolution, many favourable oppor- 
tunities for Action are irrecoverably 
loſt, and their beſt Deſigns miſcarry 
tor want of timely Execution. . 

But beyond all that hath been faid, 
there is this great miſchief in every 
Ariſtocratical or Democratical Common- 
Wealth, that the many Princes or chief 
Magiſtrates by which 1t_ is governed, 
being only temporary Officers of no 
long continuance, have. a ſeparate In- 
tereſt of their own, diſtin& from that 
of the Publick ; by which means they 
will be very apt, to aim chiefly at their 
own private advantage, in all their 
publick Truſts, and may be ſometimes 
fo far corrupted, as to betray their 
[Country to a Foreign Power, when 
ſufficient Aſſnr2nce is given them, that 


they- 
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thei” Fortunes by its Diſſolution. 


one: and the ſame inſeparable | Intereſt, 

IF. the Kingdom be. ruined, the King 

_  Periſheth, _ But it 1s, otherwiſe in aCom- 

| mon-Wealth, where ſome that fit at the 
m—— Helm, of State, may have the oppor- 
divrſe  tunity.. both to- ſecure and to enrich 


#her incor” their own-private Veſſel, by ſinking the 


peniences of 


Republics, PUblick Bottom, Neither will they be 


mrelarge- gp all concerned - for the loſs: of their 
ly conſider : 


3: D;. {hare in the Government of it, when 


Nation's ” by felling that Power, which they muſt 
2 of bortly reſign, and bartering away the 
Xivg and Publick Intereſt together with it, they 
Fee;te. Cl» purchaſe a higher and a more NG 
4 Grandeur, than otherwiſe they could 
ever: have obrained. 
And now let.any one judge, whe- 
- ther, this Form of Government, in whict 
many . have a Copartnerſhip, be fo grear 
a Happineſs ro a People, as ſome- have 
pretended it to be. | 
. Secondly, if by many Princes weu 
derftand many Uſurpers of the Govern 
ment, it. will be much more eviden 
that they are the Rods, and ' Scourges o 


Heaven 


\ 


they ſhall .not only ſurvive the Fate of 
the expiring Government, but enlarge 


A King and his Kingdom have bur 
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Heaven, the Plagues and Judgments of 
A J{ovened God, with which he Viſits 
2 ſinful People. itt 
Ulurpers are ſuch men as are nei- 
ther born to Empire, nor legally cho- 
ſen to it, but being inſpired by -infatia- 
ble Ambition, poſleſs'd with unbound- 
ed Hopes, and mounted on the ſoaring 
Wings of Arrogance and Preſumprioh, 
rarſe themſelves with an inſuperable 
boldneſs, and violently invade the"Seat 

of Majeſty. 
They acquire their Power by: the 
moſt wicked and: unlawful means, and 
by the ſame evil Arts keep and main- 
tain it; by treaſonable Leagues and 
Bonds: of Iniquity, by Hypocrifie and 
Diſfimulation,Perjury and Cruelry ,Blood 


and Slanghter, and the total ſubverſion 


of all Lawful Government, Right and 
Faftice, Peace and Order. 

They inveiple the giddy Moultitude 
with ſpecious Declamations againſt ma- 
ny pretended Res in the whole 
condu& of Publick Afiairs ; that by ex- 
citing the wild Commotion of Popular 
Fury, and the reſtles Ferment of blind 
-and bitter Zeal, they may have Inſtru- 
ments and Tools, ready whert and pre- 
pared, 


Confuſions, the Crimes and Calamities 


$,2 8.x o n II, 
pared, for the great Work of a thorow 
Reformation, that is to fay, of hewing 
down, and cutting in pieces, of pulling 
up. Root and Branch, ' whatever, hatu 
not, the luck to. pleaſe them. 

They, fill all places with falſe Fears 
and, gronndleſs Jealoufies of Arbritary 
GoVEPaent, that when their ſucceſs- 
vl and triumphant Rebellion hath de- 
throned. their Rightful Prince, them- 


elves \.may Reign in his ſtead, with 


the greateſt Heights of Arbitrarineſs. 
And. when they have Lorded and Ty- 
rannized a little while, others get up 
and depoſe them. And theſe alſo, in 
a ſhort time, are forced fo give place 
to ſtronger Rebels, and greater Vil- 
Jains, perhaps to, ſome of , their own 


Creatures and Servants, by whoſe help 


themſelves were © ROT 
\ Thus the Government, of a Natios, 


Eeing: once removed from its right Ba- 


ſis, 1s toſs'd about from one to another, 
and various Ulſurpers- ſucceſſively poſ- 
ſes themſelves of it, as this or that 
Fattion grows predominant. But O the 


Infolencies, the Oppreſſions, the Sa- 


criledge, the Murders, Deſolations, and 


of 
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of all ſorts, that: fuch a Land muſt ſuf 
fer: under!' How deplorable: is; the Con- 


dition of that People, where fuch dire 
Revolutions do happen.! How terribly 


are'they- ſhaken: by theſe, State-Tem- P/#!- 197: 


peſts! * How do they reel to and fro and _- 
ſtagger like a drunken man, and are even at 
their wits end! How. diſtreſſed muſt 
be. the caſe of all that have any Con- 
ſcience, any Principles, any Faith, any 
Honelty to keep, yea any Eſtates, any 


Honour , any . Lives; to loſe. / 


What 


Preys and Sacrifices muſt they be to 
thoſe great Thieves and Oppreſlors, un- 
der the glorious Titles of Patriots and 
ProteQors, . thoſe bloody Murderers in 
the room of Nurſing Fathers, thoſe ra- 
venous Wolves in the Shepherd's place ! 
O the ſudden Convulſions, ſurprizing 
Paroxyſms, inſupportable Agonies of 
the Body Politick, when ſhe is forced 
to be the Patient .of ſuch cruel Phyſi- 
tians, who pretend to heal her Brea- 


and. viral Spirits! 


This! this is the lamentable uw, 


ches, by giving her the wideſt and 
deepeſt Wounds, and to reſtore her to. 
a ſound and healthful . Conſtitution, by 
drawing forth her very Heart-Bload 


"8 $'s xwow Mt. | 
| | of a Nation, when Uſurpers, when mga- 
E ny Uſurpers have Dominion: over her ! 
2 Of all This, the execrable Occaſion of 
5 the preſent mournful Solemnity affords 


| 
( 
the moſt convincing: Proofs. Ot all | 
This, our own Native "Country .had al 
long, a"fad Experience, for neer twenty i a 
years - together, And although more iſ a 
than twenty. be paſt, ſince our bappy i on 
Deliverance from rheſe': Miſcries, and if y; 
the juſt Vengeance of Heaven. upon the i} of 
Authors. efahom ; yet: we ſee. the ſame - 
Faction” begins now to lift up its head Il a 
apain, the ſame Antimonarchical Spirit Iſ ve 
is revived, and under the ſame Preten- Þ mi 
ſions too, of ſecuring'our Religion, Li 
berty,” and' Property, "of keeping out 
Popery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment. Witneſs the late horrid Pha- 
natick Conſpiracy againſt His Maje- foo! 
ſties Sacred Perſon, his Royal Brother, Rui 
and this Hereditary Monarchy. lll. 
-1 never took delight in calling toKRioy 
temembrance the imptous Follies ot any 
fort of Men. Would to God. they 
might have been buried in the deepeſt 
Oblivion, without any hope of a Re- + 
furretion. But fince the ſame Gene- ſhe { 
tation of men, inſtead-of forgetting the Milic 


ut 
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Practice of them, are ſtill returning to 
the fame; and fince we have ſtill cauſe 
to humble our ſelves under the Hand 
= of God; which ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed us 
Nl by them; I muſt crave your Patience, 
WW while I briefly . refle&t on the Plagues 
"| 40d Miſchiefs of thoſe old Treafons 
© and Ulurpations; that we may be the 
© more awakened, by all lawtul means 
| FE vigorouſly to oppoſe the firſt beginnings 
i of any new ones. 4g 

* And here I muſt preſent you with 
1} a Giſmal Scene of things: For whoe- 
tl ver ſhall conſider our numerous Cala- 
+ I mities, under the Infamous Reign of 
* 

It 

B 

| 


our numerous Uſurpers, thoſe before 

the Murder of the King, that horrid 

Fatt it ſelf, the very Center of all the 
- Freſt, and thoſe that followed after, will 
ſoon * perceive, that the Flood-Gates of 
Ruine were ſet wide open, and. that 
all manner of Confuſion and Deſtru- 
tion came in upon us with an over- 
helming Deluge. _ 
Our Uſurpers began their Tyranny, 
ſuch generally do, by a bloody Re- 
ellion. For Rebels and Ulſurpers are of 
fe fame” Species 5 Rebels are Uſurpers 
lilitant, and Uſurpers are Rebels ' Tri- 
mphant. | H AS 
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imperions DiQates,: by an overbearing 


"Sh #056 11k 
As ſoon as the FaQion' of the long 


| Parliament departed from their Alle- 


tance. to him, on whom all their Au- I 
thority depended, and inſtead - of of- | 
fering their humble Advice in dutiful I * 
Counfels, endeavoured 'to 'obtrude their : 


Force, our Land was immediately un- I 
der. many Princes; one Lawful Sove- d 
raign, and as many Invaders of the Re- I Ai 

1 Power, as there. were *Seditious jj at 

embers in either of the -two Houſes. £Þ*! 
" Theſe heady Demagogues, after they (> 
had—reproached the Government in ſa 
contumelious Harangues, and injuriouſly | V 
Impeached the Chief Miniſters of State, *!P 
that the moſt” able and faithful Ser- 
vants being removed, they might more 
eaſily wound their Lord and Maſter ; 
after they had largly Remonſtrated the *liv 
Nations Grievances, among, which they he * 
reckoned all the Complaints that Male-Fgfir 
contents, with whom the ceafteſt ſub- ! Ge 
jection is a Yoke and' Bondage, couldfſ By 


frame or imagine; after they had rhrownſfoug 


down the Mitres, that the Crown mightÞ9n | 
fall” with them ; excluded the Biſhops boſe 
from their Rights of ſicting intne Houſeſ4de 


_ of Lords, and affronted the'King witlyg*9 u! 
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the bigheſt Irreverences, animating the 
inſfolent and clamorots Crowd in great 
Numbers to aſſault - his "Majeſty, with 
their unreaſonable Demands and tu- 
multuous Petitions ; until His Sacred 
Perſon and-Lite being in_ danger, he 
was forced to withdraw in his own 
defence ; they at length formed an 
Army, commenced their unnatural War, 
actually reſiſted the Ordinance of God, 
perſecuted his  Vicegerent with Fire and 
Sword, and ingulphed the Nation ia a 
{Sea of Blood. | | 

Which perfidious and inhumane Eg- 
, erpriſes, that they might the: better 
 Farry on and. juſtifie, , they pretended 
«$0 aim at nothing more, than' the Ho- 
. ſour and Happineſs of the King in 
\e $clivering him from evil Counſellors, 
-y ie ſecurity of the Subjects in their 
le-Figtirts and Liberties, and the Glory 
bf God in - the Purity of Religion. 
11g} By thefe  Artifices they {ſtrangely 
wrought upon the cheated People, yea 
-h(Þon_ divers of the better ſort of men, 
- hoſe Wiſdom and Virtue might have 
(ade them eminent, if they had not 
wy 


thi = ar 


Errors deſtrutive of Govern- 


n _unhappily infe&ted with ſome par- 
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ment.. By theſe, Methods, I ſay, they 
obtained os grokik. ay from Per- 
ſons of all Conditions, and all Sexes, 
who freely facrificed ' their, Moneys to 
the Treaſury, for the, promoting ſo 
ſpecious Deſigns. And, beſides theſe 
voluntary Offrines they ſeized the 
Revenues of the King, Queen, Prince, 
Deans and Chapters, and Plundered 
the Houſes of the Nobility and Gentry 
whom they knew or ſuſpected, to: be 
true and faithful to their Soveraign. 

Hence it came to, paſs, that a for- 
midable ſtrength was gathered to them, 
'and "great Multitudes amaſſed in ſuch 
confideratle Bodies, that they confi 
dently. promiſed themſelves an eaſic 
Triumph over Captive Majeſty. Anc 


then, after various Skirmiſhes, and Bat 


-*tels, Sieges .and Storms, after ..innumer: 
ble Butcheries, and boundleſs Outr: 
ges of Violence and Cruelty, Spoil, an 
Rapine, and Devaſtation, in which m 
ny Thouſands, and Ten Thouſand 
of Brave Men, and Loyal Subje& 
Vere either Murdered, or Maimed, « 


al 
( 


of ] 


Impriſoned, or Impoveriſhed, by ed 1 
Permiſſion of Heaven, ' Villany an !”8 


k 


Treafon . was Crowned with ſuccelſ Rui 
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the Friends of Loyalty were ſcattered, 


and the Combination 'of Wicked Uſur- 


pers prevailed over the moſt Juſt and 
Gractous Prince. 

But how did they now manape their 
Victory, and: what was the bleſſed Re- 
formation , they + purchaſed at the ex- 
penſe of ſo much Blood and Treaſure? 
They reformed the Church, by pulling 
down her Walls and Pillars, by de- 
vouring her Lands, deſtroying her Or- 
naments, Veſtments, and. Utenſils, de- 
facing her Beauty, fſequeſtring her 
regular 'Miniſtry, extirpating her Pri- 


mitive- 'and Apoſtolick Government, 


aboliſhing her excellent Liturgy, throw- 


ION 


ing away all Forms of Publick Wor- | 


I ſhip, and tolerating all Religions, or 


rather, Irreligions, Schiſms, and Here- 
fies. They reformed the State by the 
oppreſſion of the. People, the invad- 
ing and exhauſting the Wealth of the 
Kingdom, the Subverſion of the Fun- 


if damental Laws the Violating thoſe 


before [accounted ſo ſacred Priviledges 
of Parliament, for which they pretend- 
ed to have taken Arms; the Caſhier- 
ing the Peers of the Realm, and the 
Ruine of the Monarchy. They brought 

H 3 us 
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us- $0 & glorious Liberty indeed, when 
. <- King andthe: Lords being laid a- 
fide as leleſs the Nations Ears were 
nailed to the Door-poſts: of the Houſe 
of..Commons.,-Aand when that; Houſe 
tao, ihaving. Ampriſoned_ or .Excluded 
the. far greater: and ſounder; part of her 
own:'Mcmbers, jacted all things accor- 
ding to the; meer. Will, and Pleaſure 
of;/a whole Legion-- of -Arbitrary Prin- 
ces; an Infalent, Ienporiegs; and Ty- 
rannical Army. 

»'Theſe things- happened: to- us before 
the” horrid Fact -of-this Black and: Guil- 
ty.. Day, theſe made way for it. But 
then | at the Perpetration; of that” in- 
comparable and; unexampled Wicked- 
gefs, all manner.:of Sins\-and Miſchiefs 
ſeemed" to be as-it , were concentred 
in; one Point. 1 ! 

. That execrable- Murder: ond Marty r- 


dom of the moſt Sacred -Britifh Mo- 


narch,. Charles 'the Firſt, - of Glorious 
Memory, taking it with all its. Cir- 


 eumfſiances, was, perhaps: the- greateſt 


and,moſt comprehenſive- Sinz:rnext to 


the Crygcifixion of the Son:ot God, and 


the Sin. againſt tho. Holy -Ghoſt,: that 


gs of ' Adanis generate: Race - {was 


cver 
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ever guilty of, ſince the Creation of the 
World : Was-perhaps the greateſt Judg- 
ment, - that the inflamed Wrath of 
Heaven did ever inflict on theſe fin- 
ful Nations, ſince they were Nations; 
was ;\uch a_ Sin of ,this then Barbarous 
Iſland, and ſuch a Judgment upon it, 
as the . wide Ocean, with which it is 


environed, could hardly attord us briny 


Tears enough to: lament and deplore. 
That a King ſhould be Tryed. and 
Sentenced -in a Judicial manner, with 
ceremonious Pomp, as a Capital Crimi- 
nal, by. the meaneſt. of his own Sub- 
jects, againſt all Laws Divine and Hu- 
mane;. and contrary to their own pub- 
lick Remonſtrances, Declarations, Pro- 
miſes, Vows, and Covenants: That a 
Proteſtant King ſhould - be Murdered, 
not ſecretly in a Corner by the Dag- 
ger or Piſtol, or Poiſon, of a bigotted 
Jeſuit, a Clement, a Raviliac, or ſome 
ſuch Roman Allailin ; but openly upona 
Scaffold,  neer the Gates of his own Pa- 
lace, by a bold barefac'd Proteſtant Ex- 
ecution, before the Sun at Noon Day, 
before thouſands of his own Subjects, 


before divers Foreigners of all Neigh- 


bouring Countries, this is fuch a mon- 
H 4 {trous 
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ſtrous Parricide, as hath been an aſto- 


_niſhing SpeCQacle to the preſent - Age, 


and will be an incredible Hiſtory in 
the future, ” In ſhort, that a King ſo 
Wiſe and Juſt, ſo Pious and Virtuous, 
One whoſe Life was the viſible Tran- 
ſcript of the excellent Religion he pro- 


 felsd; whoſe Government by a Re: 


dundancy of Goodneſs, made' his Sub- 
jects ſeem to Reign with him ; one 
who was Jo great a Patron of the 
Church, ſo tender a Father of his Coun- 
try, ſhould be perſecuted and driven 
out of the World, by his own rebel- 
lious Children, with all this hellith In- 
ſolency and Indignity ; aſter they had 
moſt ſolemnly profefled', that they 
would make him a Glorious King; 


after he had 'moſt ſincerely endeavour- 
'ed to make them a Happy People; 


and after they had obtained from him 
ſo large Conceſſions, as'no King grant: 
ed before, as no Subjets before demand- 
ed : I fay, that men ſhould ever be ſo 
wicked, as to aCt ſuch aningrateful Vil- 
lany among us; that God thould. ever 
be ſo angry, as to permit ſuch -an ©- 
ver-whelming Calamity ' to befall us, 


this is a ſtrange, and-a new thing iaf 


' the 
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the Earth, ſuch- as our Anceſtors never 
heard of, ſuch as I wiſh Poſterity may 
never imitate. | 

Thus they made their Soveraign a 
Glorious King indeed, when they would 
not have him to Reign over them, 
when they would not ſuffer him to be 
any longer, Rex Diabolorum, as the 
King of 'E»g/and hath been” ſometimes 
called, and then truly was, but furi- 
ouſly removed himto a Celeſtial Throne, 
among the blefled Saints and Angels. 
Thus they effe&ually ſeparated him from 
ill Counſellors, when they ſent him 
to thar High and Holy Place, where 
tis impothible there' ſhould be any. 
But that Angelical advancement, which 
made his Martyrdom a Royal Triumph, 
r-£| was the greater aggravation of the Re: 
gicides Diabolical Guilt ; And that far 
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more exceeding and eternal weight of 17, 


n 
t- G/ory, which turned his Loſs of three 
dj Temporal Crowns into a light Afﬀliti- 
{off on to himſelf, made his three Kingdoms 
Loſs of ſo Glorious a Prince the hea- 
vier Judgment upon them. 

| Had our many Uſurpers, been only 
the Authors of this one Miſchief, this 
alone would have abundantly proved 
; ain. | ng 


105- 


2 Core 4. 


S's © M,0 N: IIT. 


them, the: great Plague of Heaven for 
t2e- Tranſgreſſion of our Land. 

But after and beſides this, behold a 
long Train of direful Conſequences 
The , King ; being Murdered,” his only 
lawful Succeſlor, the Heir apparent both 
of, his, Virtues and his Kingdoms, was 
forced-. to. be an Exile for his\ own 
ſatety,. and ' all law{ul Government was 
baniſhed with him. Thoſe -who had 
the boldneſs to Arraign facred and in- 
violable Majeſty, made no ſcruple to 
paſs their. narighteous.. Sentence on the 
moſt Innocent of the People. The Ax, 
which had taſted : Royal Blood, could 


not afterwards be. ſatisfied, without BY 5 


trequent..Sacrifices of -the moſt Duti- 
tai-Subjects, whom-the devouring Sword 
had ſpared. And. the. truity Keepers 
of. our Liberties took-.care to ſecure 
them, by -making the whole Nation 
but one great Prifon,. and. temfelyes 
the Jaylors. 

Theſe Birds . of Prey began now to 
divide the- Spoil, beſtowing upon one 


another the Lands of the Crown, the 5 


Revenues: of the: Church, and the E- 
ſtates of Delinquents, as- the Rewards of 
their great Service, in delivering their 


Country 
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Country from .one pretended Tyrant, 


and ſetting up forty or fifty real ones 
in his room. For 'we were . now go- 
verned, by a vile Rzmnant of Repreſen- 
tatives, who juſtly deſerved the Intamous 
Name that was generally given them. 
And: when theſe upſtart Muſhrom 
Princes of the New Common-wealth 
had pretty well blooded, and fleeced 
the Nation; when they had Condem- 
ned without any Law,, Executed with- 
out any Crime, and ſequeſtered with- 
out . any Mercy ; until like the Locuſts 
and Caterpillars, they hardly . left any 
thing green, and flouriſhing among 
us ; in a word, when they had done e- 
ery thing that was good 1n their own 
Eves, and bad in the Eyes of all the 
World beſides ; at length a leading Mem- 
der of their Tyrannical Jun&o, who 
alſo -bore the greateſt ſway in their 
Murdering Army, being a more cun- 
ning . Impoſtor than the reſt, out-wits 
them all, pulls them down, and Rules 
dy himſelf with as: abſolute a Power, 
2s was ever aſſumed 'by the moſt Ar- 
itrary Monarch. | 


This - Eng/iſþ Grand Seignior ſet over 


the Land -a company of Baſhaws, _ 
| | | cr 
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der-the Title of Major-Generals, whe 11 
in their reſpe&ive Provinces, according} ir 
to'the Command of their Imperious Ma P 
ſter, 'inſolently domineered- over. the bl 
Nobility and Gentry,” diſarming, deci-W di 
mating, and baniſhing ſeveral miles from n 


- London, all whom they pleaſed to call B 
Malignants, that is to fay, all the King; 0 
Friends, that had ſurvived the fore-W A 
going Miſeries. The Power he gaveſ ft 

' to theſe Decimators was great” andſſ] of 
boundleſs, and -their Proceedings wereſ| d 
purely | Arbitrary, in Oppreſling, Rob. 
bing, and 'Spoiling;* wherefoever they ſe 
ſuſpeQed 'any to be guilty. of Loyalty, N 
taking from. them [yearly the Tenth} tt 
Penny, unleſs they bought off that an- J 
nual vexation' with'a valuable Compo- 7 
ſition. 'So that the:Free People of Erg- 
laud were become as very Slaves as a-fþ tl 
ny that live under the 7arkiſh Go-f| v 
vernment. | | ſh 

And-after this great Uſurper was cal- fi 

led -into another World, to'give an ac-F n 
count of 'the' cruel and bloody Tyran:| v 
ny he. exerciſed ' in this; we -were un-] u 
der perpetual Confuſions, and various | g 
Changes of Government and Govern-| t 
ours ; Britain ſeemed ' then, 'no' fixed 
- Ifhnd, 


Sz=xKM © n II. 


Iſland, but as it were a rolling Ship 
1n. the boiſtrous Ocean, ſteered by -no 
Pilots, but the mutable and alternate 
blaſts of contrary, Winds; toſt up and 
down from one Wave to another, and 
made the ſport of the proud inſulting 
all Billows ; until the miraculous Goodneſs 
gl of Heaven ſettled us again upon -our 
e-= Ancient Foundations, reſtored our Right- 
vel ful Monarch, and: Excellent Monarchy, 
df of which our great ſins had fo long 
ref} deprived us. | TOs. 
b. And fo I come to the Second Ob- 
7 ſervable- in the Text, the cauſe of this 
7, | National Judgment, which is the ſame, 
hf that is the cauſe of all other Publick 
1-8 Judgments, even the publick Guilt, the 
| Tranſgreſſion of 'a Land. i 

7- Tt is rhe multitude of National Sins, 
-f| that introduceth the multitude. of Go- 
-j vernours. If a People ſuffer under the 
ſucceſſive Invaſions, numerous Oppreſ- 
-j fions, and unbounded Tyranny of ma- 
-| ny Princes ; all this miſchief, whoe- 
f ver are the Inſtruments in bringing it 
- | upon them, is the juſt Puniſhment, and 
5 | genuine Produ& of their own Iniqut- 
- | ties. 

|| -, God often permits the Hands of Sin- 
ners 
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ners to. execute his Wrath oy Sin- 
ners, and makes the Wickedneſs of fome 
the Chaſtiſement of 'others. When his 
Indignation is moved, by the provok- 
Impieties of a ſinful Kingdom, and 
when the time for Jadgment is fully 
come ; he will no rs. ſhelter it by 

" his Providence, fromthe Soris 'of Vio- 
lence and Blood; nolonger reſtrain the 
Tumults of the Rabble, and the Mad- 
neſs of the Crowd ; no longer obſtruct 
and defeat the miſchievous Deſigns. of 
turbulent: Male-contents, who hope to 

| raiſe themfelves by the' publick diſtra- 
28am. 15 tions: In ſuch a Kingdom he often 
; ſuffers -a fawning AZſolom to ſteal away 

2 Sim. 20. the Hearts: of 'the People, or a curſed 

" Sheba' to blow a Trumpet and cry, Zo 
your Tents O Tirael. | 

Fat. 107, AS God turneth a Fruitful Land into 

34. Barrennelſs, for the Wickedneſs of them 

that dwell therein ; ſo he many times 

permits the beſt of Governments to be 
ſabverted, becauſe Men will not lead 
under it a quiet and peaceable life in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty. ' If a Na- 
tion happy in their full Poſſeflion of 
their Rights and Liberties, in the moſt 
excellent Laws for their fecority, and 

Tel 
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in a Wiſe and Gentle Prince to rule 
over them, have no+ due ſenſe of their 
own happineſs, but ſhall _ diſcon. 
tented and clamorous,and afte&t a Change, 
when they know not what to wiſh, 
it 15 juſt with Heaven to plague ſuch a 
froward and ungrateful People with 
Changes enough, with all the various 
Miſeries and Confufions, with which 
proſperous Rebellions and Uſurpations 
are conſtantly attended. 

The Life and Safety of the King is 
the Life and Safety of the People ; their 
Weltare depends upon his. And there- 
fore one uſual Method, which God takes, 
to puniſh the .Sins of Subjects, is to 
deprive them of their Lawiul Soveraign, 
of him who is the Breath of their No» 
ſtrils, the very Soul of the Body Po- 
litick, and to give them up to the cruel 
and killing Mercies of all, that by Fraud 
or Violence can invade the Govern- 
ment. 

Samuel! plainly told the ſrae/tes, 
that if they ſhould do wickedly,they ſhould be 
deſtroyed, both they and their King, 1 Sam. 
12. 25. This was verified in good King 


Feſiah; He muſt fall, When God would , ,;,,, 
renove Judah out of his fight. He _ 23. 26,29, 


I 
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2 Kings did that which was right in the fight 


22, 2, 35 


Kings 
3. 25, 


Jadg. 9. 
I 5s 


dars of Lebanon;- or to ſpeak plainly, 


and their Iniquities with Stripes, with 


of himſelf, - but of his Subjects; 
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of the' Lord, and walked in all the way 
of David his Father, 'and. turned not a- 
fide to the right hand, or to the left; 
He who was fo great - an Enemy to 
Idolatry, fo Eminent a' reſtorer of the 
Law, ſo munificent a Repairer of the 
Temple; like unto whom there was w 
King before him, that turned to the Lord 
with all his heart, and with all his ſoul, 
and with all his might, according to all 
the Law of Moſes; like unto whom, thert 
aroſe none after him; even he muſt be 
cut off in che-Prime of his Days, whet 
the Wrath: of Heaven was kindled a- 
gainſt the Sins and Provocations, not 
And 
it hath been the Fate of divers excel: 
lent Princes, to be ſnatched away from 
a People unworthy of them, when God 
hath determined- to viſit the Tranſ: 
greſſjons of .fuch a ' People with Rods, 


the worſt of Rods, the Scorpions of 
Uſurpers, with:.the heavieſt Stripes, the 
Laſhes'of baſe-bred, and new-raisd Ty- 
rants. In this caſe Fire hath come out 
of the Bramble to conſume the Ce-F 


el 
bas 


zealous 
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zealous | Tncendiaries, '- thoſe crackling: 
blazing "Thorns, being all-in a 'flame, 
have' burnt-'down- the Royal Palaces, 
and put whole Kingdoms into a com- 
buſtion. On this" occaſion the + very 
Abyſs of Sedition liath *beeh opened, 
the Smoke of helliſh FaQtion hath - a- 
ſcended, and: the Suri and the Air have: 


It} 


been darkened by reaſon of the Smoke, Rev: 9; 25 


and out of the Smoke there have come; 
Locuſts, Their- Faces' have been as-the 
Faces of Men, and- their: Hair as the: 
Hair of Women, bit their Teeth as the 
Teeth of -Lions. They have © carried 
kindneſs. 'and humanity in their Coun- 
tenances, and ſmooth: fairneſs in :their 
Pretences; but- their Aions have been 
avage and Cruel. They have feemed4 
o have only Breaft-plates of Tron and* 
defenſive Armour ; but their ſound: hath* 
deefh' as of - many Horſes and Chariots, 
unhing to the Battel, loudly proclaim- 
ng an offerifive War: 'And they, have: 
ad Tails like-unto'Scorpions,-and Stings 
n their Tails, with Power to hutt Mer 
ertain Months and Years. - They have 
ad a King too, a King like the An= 
el of -the bottomleſs Pit, in Hebrew 
£4a4don, in Ie wht "Such _ 
| r1vie 
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preſent; Life... Particular Sinners, who 


_ World with Impunity.Butall Political Bo- 


Sin & MON; MI 

rible. Plagues: as theſe, haye. been-ſome- | , 
times; uled to! chaſtiſe a Land;when ſhe il , 
hath filled up the meaſuregt her Injquities. Il ; 
.::And- an-;impious People: have the, 

ore Reaſon, to,.expect:; thefe or ſuch 
like. ments from Heaven, according 
to the degree of their. Guilt;;' becauſe 
publick; Societies. of; States and King- 
doms .can;ſuffer no other Puniſhments, x; 
but, - only. ſuch as .are inflicted - in; this 


hall receive: theix. Noom -at/ the, laſt 
Day, . may” ſometimes paſs thorow this he, 


dies and Communities . of Meg, will be 
diſſolved before the. final Judgment : 
and therefore the Holy and Righteousþ.,. 
God. hath always. a time ſooner or la-fl;; 
ter, to puniſh ſinful Nations here upony 

Earth, unleſs. his juſt Vengeance be ithi 
prevented - by a general | Repentance. ſhe; 
. Neither . are. theſe Calanutics onlyſſ;c x 
ſent down from the. Juſtice. of Divine Yy : 
Providence, they- alſo naturally! ſpringſyy i, 
wh m_the.. Tranſgreſlion : of 'a Land, Wins 
Aj prevalency. of Vice, and: the: genef 40 
ral difſoluteneſs of Manners, doth 1s its};, 
Q [Natuxe produce many! great. and The: 
publick Miſchicts, | Pride. :and: Selt:cooſhzn, 


ceit 
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reit, Ambition and Covetouſneſs, Un-- 


charitableneſs and Animoſity, Hatred 

and - Envy, Malice and Revenge, are 
tlie very -Seed 'and Spawn of all Fa- 
Edtions and Seditions, Treafons and Con- 
> Mſpiracies, InfurreQtions - and Rebellions, 
' {Subverfions of Government,and Changes 
" Hof Governours, 'Whence come Wars and 
Be htings among, you, '(laith St. James) 
S Fre they not hence, even from your Luffs 
0 Which war ' in your Members ? 
iy When Men have dethroned | their 
5Feafon, that private Monarch, whictz 
-Wod hath fet up within them, to rule 
X Bll their inferior Powers, ' and ſuffer'd 
ſhe promiſcuous Democratical Crowd of 
u5Fbel{ious Paſſions, to uſurp that Royal 
1-Buthority, it is no wonder that being 
ollaves to fo many Lords and Tyrants 
beFithin themſelves, they deſire-to brin 
2. ſjeir Country under as many and'' 
lyk Princes too; it is no worider, that 
ney are then ſo turbulent' and vexa» 
NeÞus in humane Societies; ſo zealous for 
d.fiting -down the publick Soveraign al 
nef and* for placing themſelves and os 
3Þrs of their own. Rank inhis room- 
1ndIFhe reſttels Luſts of Men, -if predo- 
0 Fant and generally raging ins Na- 
cl | IS 


tion, 
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tion; muſt -inevitably. 'excite; and fo- 
ment | mutual Enmities and Diſcargs, 
inteſtine Commotions, Civil Wars, and 
various Diſturbances, in which the to: 
ſing and wavering Government. hath 
no fixed Eſtabliſhment, but is continu- 
ly new modelled , - changed, - and al- 
tered, - by every FaCtion that .can uſury 
it. The wicked are like the troubled Sea, 
when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt u 
mire and dirt, Iſa, 57. 20. Wickednei; 
brings a Land into ſuch an unquitt c 
and tumultuous State, that the very © 
' mire and dirt, the:vile dregs: of th: 7 
al 
ar 


Populace dooften times get uppermoſt 
Thus we: plainly ſee, that the Tyran 
ny. of many. Princes, and numerous U 
ſurpers is both the juſt Puniſhment, an 
the natural Effect of the reigning Power 

tne over-ſpreading Dominion, of mer FR 
Luſts and -Sins. - ON WY 5, 
+:It remains that I conſider the t 
laſt Obſeryables. in ,the + Text, the N 
tional Mercy, or.the, Happineſs of a Lar 
under; a -well ſettled Monarchy, whe 
by one. Soyeraign Prince, When 4» 
man: of underſtanding and knowledge t 
State bareof. ig prolonged ; and the pri 
cipal means, whereby ſo great a Mq 


enCi- 1 


for 
vet 
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e&y is procured, The Wiſdom'of the Mo? - 
narch, his anderſtanding and knowledge: 
Bur that I 'may not be'thought guilty 
my ſelf of | a bold Uſurpation, in de- 
faining you too long beyond 'my Com- 
miſſion, I ſhall omit what I had »prepa- 
'red «to ſpeak upon theſe *copious: Heads 
of Diſcourſe, and. ſhall- only conclude 
with ſame Erief Application. 
Firſt then, if many Princes be pub- 
f lick 'Evils, and' for the moſt part Na- 
tional Judgments, the penal Indications 
| of the Wrath of God, for the ' Tranſ- 
F grefſion f ' a Land; how great 1s: the 
Folly. of their Wickedneſs, who defire 
| and chuſe Gods Plagnes; who contend 
-1j8 and wreſtle 'for the Vengeance 'of Hea- 
ven, and will not þe content without 
it. We havelived. in an Age, in which 
men haveFaſted and Prayed, and Fought 
for the procuring of Divine- Judgments, 
for the ſubverſion of our Lawful Go- 
NJ ernment, the extirpation- of our ex- 
ao) llently tempered Monarchy, and the 
"he ſetting up the” Ulurping' Powers of a 
;, | many-headed Democracy. We | have 
of had Bon-fires/in our Streets, and loud 
"jd Thanſgivings 1n our Pulpits, when the 
Me defired Calamities have been obtained ; 
r'3 when 
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when the raviog Petitions: of ſuch be+ 


witched. Enthuſiaſts ;bave - inz juſt Pu: 
nt' beeni granted them ; yea ſome 


ofitheir Lay-Preachers ſolemnly praiſed 


God for | that very. prodigious Sin and 
Judgment, 'which-was the cauſe of this 


days Faſting and: Humiliation. Such 


was the infatuating perverſeneſs, the 
Rnfelefs extravagance, ithe! ,impudent 


' wildneſs of their monſtrous Impicty ! 


And: isit' not firange; that eyeninaw, 


5 after: the I ures of::Rehgious: Re- 


bels have'beent 10: phainly: 05 af- 


ter: all that: our Eyes have; ſeen, and 
our Ears heard of the Miſeries and Ca- 
hmities, which--Seditious/: Republicans 
have brought. upon us; Mer ſhould at- 
temper. the diffetying the: Ligarhents, of 
the Moriarchy a: ſecond: time, and the 
opening” a:Door'to let; in-anather Scene 


- of numerous -Plutpers, /to::enflave and 


ruine' us > That the Machinations of the 
late Confpirators: had a dire: tenden- 


ey this - way; needs'no>Prook,! And all 


Wiſe men-cav eafily-judgey whether the 
entting the great-Cable thir'holds. the 
hoes, Jn, or the: violating! the! Fun- 
damental / Hereditary: Right -of 'Lineal 


Torecſſion to this ID, would: 
nor. 
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not be-like to.-have the: very ſame pers 
nicious EffteQs 2 7 $19 

Will our. Fears: of our 'Roman Adver- 
faries juſtifie/ a Contriyance; ſo mani> 
teſtly contrary to Law and Equity, to 
our - moſt :Solemn:; Oaths:: both of Al- 
legiance” -andi Supremacy, and to thoſe 
yery Intereſts of Peace;: and Religion, 
which are: ſuppoſed_to"'be- in danger ? 
Is not this the ready way, to" introduce 
Wars and Confufigns; in which we-ſhall 
have many Religions, *without the: fet- 
tlement of any ; in which' we ſhall have 
many Princes, ':and ' no” Government, 
but all contending for the Supremacy, 
one to. obtain his juſt:Right, othersto 
acquire or to hold-an-unjuft Pofleſſion'? 
Is the imitating of the Papiſts: them- 
ſelves in fome'! of ' the worſt: of - their 
wicked: Practices a -Expedient to 
keep. out;: Popery 2 Or cah this ſinful 
Nation reafonably: hope to prevent thoſe 
Judgments 'of Almighty God, which 


may be ſtill-hanging over us, for the 


execrable Murder of the Royal Father, 

by ' another high Injuſtice in diſin- 

heriting the Son? | 

. And what'if "it ſhould 'be granted, 

that-rhe Cauſe of mens Fears; and Jea- 
| I 4 louſies 
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| Jonfies:concerning/ the; Future:'State of a 


II, 


Kingdom, is true' and real? The worſt 
that any good *man: can-fear;; from any 
lawful Soyeraign: whatſoever,is ſuffering 
ander him ;but-at is far better to ſuffer 
wrong, than to: do it.':And when ſut- 
fering cannot be: avoided; (as in'rhis 
World it;:fometimes. cannot): 'tis far 
More tolerable 'to ſuffer: under: the ſe- 
yereſt Government ofane rightful Prince, 
than - under the: Ylegal Tyranny of nu- 
aerous Invaders, -who' aſſume: the grea- 
teſt; and? moſt unbounded: Power, with- 
.outthe leaſt} right to -any Authority. 

+>Secondly, db we :defire- never more 
#0: behold rhe infinite ''Qutrages- of an 
Army of Rebels;with all the! calamitous 
Appenddgesof Civil Broyls2 Are we un- 
willing:to'thangeagain the:Golden Soep- 
ter -ot;our-Aricient Manarchy, into the 
Iron RodsofiRepublican Ufutpers? Let us 
then [unſeignedly lament;-and in our 


Places endeavour- to' remove the : cry- 


11g Sins ,of our: Land,” thei | ifidubitable 
Cauſes af ſuch : great and [National 
Plagues. And'/;let us; not: think that 
Sedition and Treaſon: are the only ſins 
that deſtroy 'Kings and: Governments, 
and bring-Goofuſons upon # People 


SuxwmonN, UL. 
Alchough _ thefe more immediately . do 
Execution, yet there be others that 
make us liable to Condemnation. 

If; Atheiſm and :Profaneneſs, Swear. 
ing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs and:De- 
bauchery,, Fraud and Oppreſlion abound 
2mong us, ſhall not  Gad viſtt for ſuch 


Tranſgreilions as theſe 2 eſpecially when 


men glory in them, and make them 
the Marks and Badges. of their  Loy- 
alty; as if they could not be good Sub- 
jets, ' without -Rioting and Ranting, 
Tearing and Hedtoring. This --God- 
damming Tribe, whatever their Preten-+ 
ſions of Intentions: be, are/ as real: E- 
nemies to their .Soveraign- and -/ their 
Country, as any of the-Papiſts or Pha- 
paticks. For men may fight . againſt 
their Prince, though they be not up 
in. Arms; and give [him a :fatal Blow, 
though -they never. Aſſaſſinate him. All 
argeat-and National. Vices: have Treaſon 
inthem, and are-notanly levelled againſt 
the Honour and Majeſty of God Almigh- 
ty,:but alſo againſt. the Crown and 
Dignirie of. the King, and the Peace 
and: Safety of the Kingdom. 

-Let: us-:not. therefore joyn: with any 
Wicked men an- their Suk froyeking 
and 
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and Kingckilling Sins, whereby we ſhall 
contra at once the complicated Guilt, | F: 
Infamy :and Miſery..of | being Promo. | p! 
ters of tlie Copuion Ruine. But- let i hi 
us all: unanimouſly, according to ' the Il ed 
Station in' which God hath 'placed us, I P: 
avoid, -diſcountenance, and ſuppreſs all ce 
of -Wickedneſs, and Irreligion. El Fl 
| At: keaft | tet us abate” the Publick 'Guilt, Þ an 
by-aflning the Number of our own 


WI. _- Laſtly ſince it is by a Wiſe Monarch, 
| by 4 man of underſtanding and knowledge, 
that thie happy State of a Nation 7s pro- 
longed; let us bleſs and praiſe God for i — 
remembring Merey in "the midſt of 
Wrath, = oring _ _— So- 
veraign, e, to ſit upon 
the Throne of 'his' Father, for erin way 
fully. delivering him from: all 'Hel- 
_- Plots -2and! Confſpiraries, and for 
_—_—_ out obr -Franquility, un- 
ra, ths juſt; and: gentle; and pru- 
dent Goyertment ; hbmbly imploring 
the ſame Divine ProteQion [over him 
for. the future, to. 'eftabhſh his Throne, 
and ſtrengthen what: hath been wrought 
Hin, //thar i(as-'bur:| Church: prays)Þ 
Rag 4 eontinue 'to be: a Reli- 
_ glous 


a 


SzxMoN IU. 

gious Defender of the true Chriſtian 
Faith, a mighty Prote&or of his Peo= 
ple, and a Glorious Conqueror over all 
his Enemies; that when he hath reign- 
ed .many and many years, with all 
Proſperity and Honour, he may 're- 
ceive an immortal Crown, and leave 
Flouriſhing. Kingdoms to his Succeſſor, 
and Peaceful Times to his Subjects. 
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Preached May 29. 1684. 


Prov. XXVIII. 2. 


==—=But by a Man of under 
ſtanding and knowledoe, the 
State thereof ſhall bs pro= 
longed. 


N the laſt Anniverſary of our 
late Soveraign's Martyrdom, 
the former. part of this Verſe, 
which begins thus, For the 
Tranſgreſſion of a Land, many. are tbe 
the Princes thereef, gave me occaſion t0 
conſider the Plagues and Miſchiets of 
numerous Ulſurpers, and many-headed 
Republican Faftions, together with the 
corrupt Fountain from/ whence they 

an ſpring ; 


s * 
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ſpring; Arguments ſuitable to that 


Day. of Darkneſs, that Day of trouble, 


and rebuke, and blaſphemy. The latter 
Part: of it- will now furniſh -me with 
po_lefs ſuitable matter of Diſcourſe on 
this Day of Joy and Thankſgiving, for 
the Birth and Happy. Return of our pre- 
ſent moſt Auguſt Monarch, by whom, 
through the great Bleſſing of Almighty 
God, the flouriſhing condition of theſe 
Kingdoms was moſt auſpicioully reſtor- 
ed, and hath been hitherto preſerved, 

Ini the whole Verſe I noted theſe 
four things. | | 

Firſt, the ill State of a Nation un- 


- 


der Polyarchy or Plirality of Supreme þþ 


Governours, When many are the Prin- 
ces thereof. 

Secondly, the notorious Cauſe of ſuch 
a "Judgment; *tis expreſly aſcribed to 
the Wickedneſs of a People, the Traiſ- 
grefion of a Lantl.. : 

Thir 


der a well ſettled Monarchy, When by 
a' man of - underſtanding and knowledge, 
the State thereof is prolonged. © _ - © 


Fourthly, the prineipal+means where: 


" * 


ly, the: oppoſite National Mer: |þ, 
cy, or- the Happineſs of a Nation un: 


by ſo great a Mercy is: procured, The 
7 | Ra wt F*"""Wikdom 
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Wiſdom of the Monarch, his wnder- 
ftanding and knowledge.” 

The Two former of theſe I have al- 
ready difcourſed of, and now come'ta 
the Third of them, The National Mer+ 
cy, or the Happineſs of a Nation un- 
der a well ſettled Monarchy, when by 
a man of underſtanding and knowlealge, 
the State thereof is prolonged. By a 
Man, thar is to fay, by one Man, one 
Soveraign Prince, in oppolition to the 
many Princes before mentioned. And 


how great a Bleſſing 'a well ſettled - 


Monarchy  muft needs | be | unto any 


 BNation, 'we may more than conjefture 
; From the following Particulars, in which 
- W ſhall endeavour to give ſome account 


f its incomparable : Dignity and Excel. 
ency ,' beyond all other Models of 
oyernment.'  - = i 
Firſt, Monarchy is the Government 
hereby God himſelf hath always go» 
rerned Angels. and Men,, and all Crea- 
ures ever ſince they had a Being, and 


ways will govern them fo long as. 


y of them | ſhall continue in Being, 
od is a Great Monarch, the King of 
| Kings, and Lord of Lords, the "ons, 
7- abſolute, iflimired, and Sypreme Po- 

| K centate, 
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ONT Power, and the .Glory, and the Viftory, 
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tentate, the one Almighty, independent, 
and eternal Re&or of the Univerſe, 
who ever did, doth, and ſhall rule and 

ommand all other Beings; who alone 
Fach all Power of himſelf, and is the 
Fountain from whence all Dominionin 
any. other is derived. Thine, O Lord, 
ſaith David, 7s the Greatneſs, and the 


and the Majeſty: for all that is in the 
Heaven and the Earth is thine. Thine 
is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted = all, Both Riches and Ho. 
wour come of thee, and thou 'reigneſt 0- 
ver all, Theocracy or . the Govern- 
ment of God himſelf is moſt perfe&tly 
and neceſſarily Monarchical, which is 
clear _ Indication of the. fupereminent 
Excellency, of this Form . of Govern- 
ment, and that the happy . Settlemen 
and durable Eſtabliſhment of a Nation 
may be moſt effeQtually promoted by 
It. 
_ Secondly, Monarchy is the Govern 
ment which God hath . choſen and ap «+, 
pinted, among the Children of Meny ,,; 
the good of humane Societies if j., 
Nations and Kingdoms. As himſelf by c1 
Right of Creation and Conſervatioj} + 
hatl 
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bath an; immenſe Monarchy over all 
the World; ſo he hath ordained finite, 
and limited Monarchies, in the ſeveral 
Regions: of the'Earth, in each of which 
| it pleaſed his Divjne Providence always 
| to ſet up. 'one Deputy; or  Vicegerent, 
who next and immediately under him» 
ſelf, was - Supreme Lord and Govern- 
| or of all,:-until at length Rebellions 
| and Uſurpations in ſome- few of them 
eE violated: the Order of God, converted 
ty Monarchics into! Popular States, and ad- 
-* vanced-the :Subjets "above the Sovye» 
-N raign. AS it!:is in Gods Power alone 
to appoint: :Rulers' and Magiſtrates, and 
to confer an -Authority 'to govern the 
World ;-ſo- his 'Wiſdomt is beſt able to 
judge, what-'-Form of- Polity is moſt 
conducive: tothe: Welfare of Mankind. 
And therefore ſuch. ſort of Governours, 
and Governments, as by his Provi- 
dence -- have been moſt anciently and 
univerſally eſtabliſhed, _— —_—_ 
Degrees to be preferred re any 
the new Models, which have been con- 
i trived and imtroduced by thoſe Troub- 
If} lers of the World that are given to 


Change. 
We j alue thi ding £0 
e juſtly v OT —m—_— 
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Gen. 4. 26. WE read that Men began to call 'on' the 
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their  Original;:: and their -Amiquity, 


Now. if we; would know :the Original 
and: the Antiquity of: Monarchical Go- 
verament, we muſt :look:[:back as 'far 
as. Adam, and look: up: as highas God. 
Mogarchy /began 10 ;Heaven,':and't to 
make this lower::World: happy, it was 
ſoon. after ' eſtabliſhed upon; Earth. Al- 
though the Empire -of {Nrmmrog' be the 
firſt 'chat is expreſly' meatioried) in the 
Sacred Writings; yet the firſt! of Men 
was [\undoubtedly.'a Monarch; who, du- 


ring-the many: hundred years! he lived 
in,the World; was: the enly Soveraign' 


under God, and all -his>mumerous Po- 
{tericy were as (much his 'SubjeQts as 
they, were his; Ghildfen;'being obli- 
ged. by .the Law of, God-and' Nature to 
revere- his irre6ſtible! Authority; and to 
pay-a-,dutiful Obedierice! to-him.' After 
his:Death (his ſecond. Som ':44el' being 
ſhin, and Cain: the Eldeſt curſed: by God 
for. the Murder of him) the Empire de- 
ſcended to. Seth ihis: third Sbn; who, as 
it -45. conceived, eftabliſhed Religion, and 
made-.Laws and-Cboſtitutions:concern- 
ing Divige- Workhip | Fof' in-ihis ' Days 


Name: of the Loxel.''. Alter | Seth, Eno 
$ oe F A his 


| 
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his Son ſucceeded in the Government ; 
After Enoſh, the following Parriarchs. 
And fo long as the World was but one 
Nation, and of one Language, we may 
rationally ſuppoſe, that* they had bur 
one King. But at the Confuſion of 
Languages, each Diviſion of People had 
their: Head, who - undertook to con- 
dut them to ſome convenient Region, 
where they might dwell together; and 
ſo. he who was their Leader, became 
their Prince; as Heber was the King 
of the Hebrews. | 

From. hence-forward there were 
various Kingdoms, diſperſed; over the 
Face of the Earth, which were both di- 
ſtioguiſhed, and protefted: from each o- 
ther, by the ſeparate Rule :and | Go- 
vernment "of their ſeveral Princes. And 
ſuch was the firm and ſtable. Founda- 
tion which Monarchy hid in all the 
former Ages 'of the World, that the 
Earth knew no other Power 'for above 
three thouſand years. For the firſt Re- 
publick that Hiſtory takes notice 'of, 
was at Athens ; and it began, as ſome 
fay, after the Expiration of the :Reign 
of Fryxias, which ; happened in the 
thirteenth Olympiad, and neer the Year 
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of the World 3275, or at'the- "fartheſt 
after the Death of King Codrus, whe 
lived ſomewhat: above #n hundred years 


before, and 'is + faid to'be 'the laſt King 


of Athens, by Faſtin and"'ſome others. 
Afterwards Sparta, Corinth, Thebes, and 
other Cities of Greece followed the Ex. 


ample - of Athens. But thoſe little Com: 


mon-Wealths were continually plagued, 
either with inteſtine Broils, or Foreign 
Wars; and the "A#henians in 'particu- 
Jar, which were the firſt that changed 
their Government, -paid dearly for it, 


when inſtead of 'one King, they had 


thirty: Tyrants reigning over them. And 
at laſt, when theſe quarrelſome States 
had almoſt' ruined one another, they 
were all made: ro- ſubmit to 'the Mace- 
doxian' Empire,” and never ſuffered ' to 
ere& that Form of Government apain. 
After tlieſe, I have not read of any Re- 
publick' of Note in 'the World, beſides 
the Roway,” until our few Modern Com- 
mon-wealths: were ſet 'up, whoſe later 
Date is eaſily: known. Since: then it 
was Monarchy-under-which the Nations 


of the world lived and flouriſhed, in a 


ſettled ' and uninterrupted: courſe, for ſo 
many thouſand years, 'it is not proba- 
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ble, 'that the happy State of a Land 
ſhould be fo' well prolonged” under any 
fort 'of Popular Government, whichtur- 
bulent Innovations have introduced, 
Thirdly, As it is not to be doubted, 
but Monarchy was anciently the Uni- 
verſal Government of the World, ſet 
up by Divine Order and Approbation; 
ſo it is particularly moſt clear and cer- 
tain from Holy Scripture, that it was 
of Gods - own. eſpecial Deſignation and 


Appointment, among his peculiar Pece 


ple, the Children of 7rae!, whom he 
had choſen above all other Nations, to 
be the Objeas: of his ſingular Favour. 
Their - Government was Monarchical 
as ſoon as they became a Nation, even 
from' the time of their Deliverance out 
of the Egyptian Slavery ; and ſo it all 
along continued, until after that the 
Son of God came down from Heaven 
to be their King, their Nation was 
moſt juſtly deſtroyed, for their horrid 
Impiety, 1n reje&ing and crucifying that 
Prince of Peace. 

The firſt Governour God placed 0- 
ver them was Moſes, who was their 
Lawgiver and Judge, and as real a So- 
veraign as ever raigned. He was King 
K 4 10 
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in: Feſharun,. Deut. 33. '5-.0r according 
to _ſome_ Verſions, King, in 1ſrael.' Re 
was a. King, . as the ,Learned Grotius 
faith upon the.,Place, Nox..guidem No- 
mine &  Pompa, [ed: Fure regio. His 
Power, was: —_—_ Sacred, and In- 
violable, his Will and, Command un- 
controlable -. and . thoſe that denied or 
diſputed his Authority, reccived the 
moſt exemplary, Vengeance from Hea- 
ven, that. was-ever inflicted. upon the 
worſt of Mankind. He appointed in- 
Gecd divers. inferior Magiſtrates and 
Judges, as Fethro adviſed him.; he choſe 
able men'out.of all 7ſrae/, and: made them 
Heads, over the Feaphs Rulers of Thou- 
{ands, Hundreds, Fitties, and Tens; but 
the Supreme Power , he. wiſely reſer- 
ved in, his. own Hands; and all the 
noſt _ difficult and weighty Cauſes were 
broughe to. him, that they, might be 
decided by. his ; final and determinative 
Sentence, from whence | there was no 
Appeal. Neither, were any. Sacred, or 


_ Fedefialtical matters exempted from his 


Regulation | and, Government. The 

ole  Aaronical Miniſtry, ,which con- 
ited (in. Typical Rites,, Ceremonies, 
ed 


- 


and-Sacrifices, was. ordered-and appoint- 
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ed by. him, although executed by the 
Hand of Aaros. 

And after the Death - of Moſes, the 
Supreme Authority of the Fewiſh Na- 
tion was ſtill in a ſingle Perſon, being 
committed by God, either to the. High 
Prieſt, or to ſome Eminent Man, whom 
he was pleaſed to raiſe up, fuch as Fo- 
ſbuah and the ſeveral Judges. For, that 
the High Prieſt or - the Judge, when 
there was one in thoſe days, had the 
Soveraign Power inveſted in him, is 
evident from that Command of God, 
Deut. 17. 12. And the man that will do 
preſumptuouſly, and will not hearken unto 
the Prieſt, that ſlandeth to miniſter there 
before the Lord, (viz. tothe High Prieſt, 
as the ſcope of the place plainly ſthews) 
or unto the Fudge, even that man fhal die, 
and thou ſhalt put away the evil. from 
Iſrael, and all the People ſhall hear ' and 
fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. Is 
not this as great an Authority as any 
Monarch in the World can deſire, thus 
to have all Perſons obliged to acquieſce 
in his determinative Sentence and final 
Decree, and to have a Power to punith 
all wilful and preſumptuous difobedi- 
ence with Death? Foſephus a_—_ 

CAus 
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calls their Judges Monarchs ; and Gro- ND 
zius ſuppoſeth them to have all things <4 
belonging to Kings, except their pom- 
pous Train and external Grandeur. /#i 

Gro. in wero' Fudices plane fimiles erant Romanis 

mg IP: Iaterregibus, nift quod Satellitium, © Pam- 
pam Regiam non habebant ; ac propterea 
nec Vectigalia exigebant. 

Tf it be obje&ed, That i thoſe days, 
as ſome Texts ſpeak, there was no King 
7n Iſrael. The meaning of thoſe places 
is not, that the Judges were not real if 

\ Monarchs, but that at ſome certain 
times there was no particular Judge, 
who fat as their Supreme Did&ator, and 
exercifed regal Authority among them; 
as alſo, that the High Prieſt whoſe Of- 
fice it was to govern, when there was 
no Judge, was vp and careleſs of 
the publick Afﬀairs. And the preat 
Bleſſings of Kings and Monarchs may 
be underſtood, even by the horrid Im- 
pieties and Diforders that happened in Ie 

. thoſe Days, when there was no King Þþ 
Jadg.17.6 in: /ſrael; ſuch as was. the deteſtable 
= '" Idolatry of Micha, in making himſelf 
| Gods, and conſecrating - one of his Sons 
to be his Prieſt ; the Sacrilegious Theft 
Jade,18.1, Of the Danites, who ſtole Micha's _ Ver 
an 
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and his Prieſt too ; the monſtrous wicks-, 
edneſs of the Benjamites of Gibeah to- Tudg-19:1 
wards. the travelling Levite and his | 
Concubine ; the dire effuſions of Blood 
in the Civil War that enſued ; the 
extinEtion of the whole Tribe of Beyx- 
amin, 'except ſix hundred Men; the 
deſtrudtion of forty thouſand Men of 
rael, and the allowed Rape of fix hun- 
. dred young Women, againſt their wills, 
: Fvithout the conſent of their ' Parents, 
| 3d contrary to a publick and folemn 
| Path. ' Theſe, and no better than theſe, 
, cre the unhappy concomitants ' and 
1 Fonſequents of having no- King in 7- 
: 


Tudg. 204 


acl, that is to ſay, of having no Su- 

" @reme Ruler, who exerciſed a Soveraign 
« Fower among them, as the Judge, and 
f Fyhen there was no Judge, the High 
t Fricſt ordinarily did. 

The laſt of their Judges was Samuel, 
nd: when he had governed many years, 
be Tnfirmities of his Ape, and the TIni- 
ities of his Sons, whom he placed o- 
er'them, gave them occaſion to deſire 


1f Þ King, that they alſo might be like 

ns Nl! the other Nations, 'and : that their | 

of; (ing might go out Zefore them and fight " gong 
1s heir Barrels, Hereupon the Soveraign ” 7 


Power 


*\ 
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Power was tranſlated from Judges | tg 
Kiogs, and fo it ftill- was lodged inff} tl 
the Hands of a ſingle Perſon. Neithe vi 
had their Kings any more Power, tharhi 
their High Prieſts and Judges had. FuG 
Samuel, and his Predeceſſors, had as ami 
ple Authority-as any Soveraign Prin: 
ces, although they were notcalled Kings ſit 
But now, hke all. other- Nations, their 
Governour was not only a King by thefpHe 
Supremacy. of his Power, but had the 
very; Name and Title, - with-all the pom 
pomp Magnificence. and -Enſigns of Royſuſ 
aity. | {530 
2 Bur here in. the Hiſtory of the Fewiſ 
;State,..we-meet with-a remarkable Pali & 
ſage, which deſerves: to -be the monWre 
confidered,' becauſe divers have thoug S 
it a; great Objection-againſt Kingly Goſh: 
vernment. The ſum of -it is thigh 
That God was extreamly angry with 1 
the //raclites for deſiring. a King, and / 
proclaimed his Indignation by loud Thunſskt 
der-claps, and a violent tempeſtuouſſiea 
: Rain in Wheat-Harveſt ; which: maden 
1 ens them confeſs, that they had added tyÞivec 
all their Sins this evil in avking a Kinoir 
From: whence fome of our Republicangſine 
conclude, That Regal Power and A Lrec 
CN > ; thorityſaſ 
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thority is fo far ' from being” of Di- 
vine Appointment, that it is ſuch a 
humane Invention as is diſpleaſing unto 


jg To this1 anſwer, That although God 
was angry with them for asking a King, 
Mit was not for this Reafon, becauſe he 
hath any diſlike of Kingly Government. 
He was not offended 'at the ACE it ſelf 5e pr. 
heffſof defiring a King; which is init felf rn 
Frery innocent, and may” often be moſt jG.n; of 
uſt -and neceſſary ; but he was difplea- tbeSupreme 
ed-at the manner and circumſtances 7" ?: 
Ot it. In deſiring a King, they asked 
iſ good, yea an excellent Thing, and a 
Treat Blefling from Heaven. Bur God was 
"rs -becauſe they asked 'this good 
Ching 'with an ill mind, and at a time 
hen'they ought not to have defired 
ith. For, 
Firſt, It may be conceived, that they 
ked.a King out of the Pride of their 
oulearts. They thought it a diſparage- 
adMent-to be ſubje& to a Judge, who 
ved among them. without any. great 
omp or State. And although his di- 
anlinely inſpired Wiſdom, and 1mmedite 
Auffliretionfrom Heaven, abundantly com- 
irycnfated ' all the defects of _— 
. ; ag- 
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Magnificence, they were unwilling to 
þe under ſuch a Governour ; but. be- 
1ng ambitious of worldly Glory, they 
would have ſuch a Soveraign Prince, a 
'the other Nations had, they would have 
a King to go out and in;before them, 
with. all” the viſible Splendor. of Royal 
Majeſty. | | 
Secondly, Their deſiring a King was 
accompanied with  Infidelicy and. ' D- 
ſtruſt of,, Gods Providence and; Pro 
tetion. For it was when they, were 
in fear of an Invaſion: by Nahaſh. King 
of Ammon, And that it was this Dit 
&dence 'of theirs, rather than the! Forn 
of Kingly _ Government, that. God- wa 
diſpleaſed' at, is evident from Sammel 
Expoſtulation with them, in which he 
briefly recounts, Gods. conſtant care fa 
their Preſervation in all their forme 
Dangers; and how. by the Hands « 
ao _and-' Aaron, and. Ferubbaal,'; an 
eptha, and. Samuel, he. had delivered 
them from all their Enemies on ever; 

fide...  oopving eos 4 
- Thirdly, They deſired a King witk 
out any juſt Cauſe, or: legal Warrant 
or due Advice, in..a raſh Tumultuor 
and Seditious manner, at fach a No 
W IK 
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when they had a_ Supreme Judge (who 
was a Lawful Soveraign) of Gods own 
8 Appointment. Even in bis Lite and 
| Reign, they deſired a King. They had 
of 2ot the Patience to expect his natural 
1M Ext by Death, but they would have 
a this excellent Governour,, who deſer- 
ved fo well of their Nation, Depoſed, 
and fome other Advanced in his, place. 
God might therefore very juſtly be 
angry with them for rejeCting ſo wor- 
thy. and eminent a Perſon, who was 
not . only their righttul Prince, but one 
who had Ruled with great Prudence, 
Juſtice, and Clemency. Burt, 
Fourthly, He was more eſpecially 
angry with them for rejecting himſelt. 
For God himſelf was in a peculiar man- 
ner King. of 1ſrael, and by asking a 
King to go out-and in before them, 
they threw off the Government of 
God himſelf. They have not rejefted 
thee (fays God to Samael, when he ap- 
peared diſcontented at their Propoſiti- 
ons) but they have rejefted me, that I 
ſbould not reign over them, This then was 
their great Sin and Fault, that they asked 
a King, when they had already the beſt 
of Kings, when the Lord their God WaS «Some 
tener 12, 
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theirKing.They were not culpable becauſe 
they choſe to be under Monarchical 
Government ; for my were under that 


2 
before; but becauſe they preferred the I *? 
Government of a King, before the im- ||| '* 
mediate” Government of God. For du- i © 
ring the Times of Moſes, and Foſhuab, G 
and the Judges, they being inſpired i 7: 
Perſons, who ated by a Divine Im- fe 
pulſe, the exercife- of their Authority fc 
was under Gods own immediate di- fe 
reftion, © But when God gave them a - 
King, though he himſelf was, in ſome i 
ſenſe, ſtill-rheir King, and though the os, 
King, which he gave them, was his He 


Miniſter and Vicegerent, who ruled by 
and under him, and received the Laws 
of Government from him; yet he 
then, in great meaſure left the Admini- 
ſtration of it to the” Will and Pleaſure 
of Princes; and to' the Methods of hu- 
mane Policy. Now I confeſs indeed, 
the- Government of an Earthly King is 
not ſo ehigible, as the Government of i 
God himſelf ; but it may notwithſtand- I 
ing be mueh better than any other Form 
of humane Government ; and it is mani- ſ&.- 
feſt, God thought it better'; becauſewhen Il. 
he foreſaw that the Zſrae/zres would in 

| | time 
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time be weary of his immediate Go- 
vernment;-he gave. diredtion in their 
Law. for ſetting up a King, not for e& 
.reting a Republick or Popular State; 
As we find in Dewt. 17. 14. When thou 
art come to. the Land which the Lord t 
God ſhaþ give thee; and ſhalt poſſeſs its 
if and dwell therein, and ſhalt ſay, I will 
et a King over me, like all the Nations 
that are aboat me; thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
Jet him over thee, whom the Lord thy 
God ſhall chuſe.  And;.the Hebrews ob< 
ſerve, that there were three ſpecial Pre= 
cepts - given. their Fathers, which they 
were obliged to, obey, after. their ſets 
tled- Poſleilion. of the: Land .of Canaan; 
Firſt, that they. ſhould have a- King  0- 
ver them... Secondly, that they ſhould 
deſtroy. Amalek. Thirdly, that they 
ſhould , build ' a Temple, Of which 
three, the. firſt was concerning the ſet- 
ting up a King, becauſe. the other twq 
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, ere to-be'performed by him. 

r It, feems.God was ſo far, from being 
| (þ2 Enemy. to. Kings, that he deſigned a 
C eerfe&t: Regal. Government for his own 


>eople, as ſoon as: they ſhould be. well 
Kettled vin. the; promiſed ' Land. . They 
7ere then to have a King ;-a King not 
| 3 
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in any wiſe to be ſet up by the Ele. 
tion of the People, who have no Power 

E. - 0 <> govern themſelves, ahd' can transfer 

| Vox prperte xwone to another, but 4 King of Gods 

| Dew” own chuſing ; and a King, hke thoſe of 
other Nations, | with all - the externa] 
Mapnificente of Royal Majeſty. -For fo 
Samacl repteſents the'marmer of their 
King, which, though Took'd upon by 
forme - Learned Men, as a Deſcription of 
Arbitrary Tyranny, is fuppoſed by others ; 
fobe only an account of whats neceffary | 
to'the due ſupport of Regal Power, accor-}ſ + 
ding to-the/ juſt Grandeur ' and Dignity £ 
thereofHe'-tells them, that their King 
fhould take their Sons, and appoint them 
for himſelf, for "his Chariots; and- to be 
his Horſmen; &c- and tobe Captains 0. 
wer 7 6 and "Captain "over 'Fiftres, 
Bc. and take "their Daughters to be his 
Confettionaries and Cooks ;' und take their 
Fields, and Vineyards, and ""Oliveyards, 
that is -to ſay, the Tenth--of -them'; 
for to it'is expreſſed in-"the following 
words; the Tenth of their "Beed, and of 
their Vineyards, and the Tenth of © their 

Sheep; &e; All which ſerfs to be: ab 

Ilutely- requiſite to-thed Royal State of 

« Soveraiga Prince, who ®tatinot ſubYTs, 

$i Es 
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Divine Power; wittione>! tHe * Afds" of, 
tu penny ih 


Se x w & w uV. 


iſt- withour Servantsnrd Officers if #1 


- 


47 


ſorts, bath: for» his! Dotneſticle Attire; - 
and: forthe Execttion'wof': bis Goverii- 


nent; nov maintain fis:Servarits, with- 
out *a-bfficient:: Revenne;/ by Publick 
Tax6j fich as;the Tenth of their Fields, 


Vineyards; and/Flocks, which was- the 
uſual Tribute! paid to: the: Eaftern Kings, 
And now ir muſt . be acknowledged, 
that: 84297 does wpon>rhis a6cooedir- 
King, tbecatile >The inecefiary  fuppbrts 
and egpences''of RayialoPower Nevin 
ſeem opens andibwidtnfonetecheny; 
who :trd-betn hicheeco: Fee [for fab 
Charges. and Exattibne; For while hb 
vere governedi-by\ahtito formier': Mo- 
narchs,:by the Hiph Pricftor the Judge; 
the Government Was TW tharpe at aft 
to-thetn;1" Phe High Prelt' had n3 6: 
ther Maincendnce) when hewas Supters 
Governouty than 'whew-he'' was only 
gl Prieſt." 'Arid) thi! Fodge, whon 
3 vxtrabrdinarily raiſed -upy' wis © 
wedbin bis" Govetnitient 
20XrUhary Preſence bf the, 
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of 'Servads, - But:this- is- no--diſparage- 


ment-at-' all -to-(ithe ./ ordinary4 Kingly 
Pawer;? as: if:thatiwere: more; expen- 
ſive;and- burdenſome; than other Forms 
of i humane Goyernment.;'becauſe :it was 
like; to::be +a» few Charge t6::2 People, 
whoſe; foe lars. Ptiviledbe -it, was-to be 
from! all inck-1 Services and 

Thidutes. bas Sd:.fjenh: 5 
age Jhacliven a were.at. kngth, 
y.Gads; own: Wiſe: Inſtitution, placed 
= the Condut-and-Dominion of 
romp! eat and* i Kings; who had 
neionly>therPower-- nd/'Office, :- but 
ha veryNameand Title,with: all the 
Magaificent of Regal Majeſty, 
-z}The: firſt: oh; theſe Kings: was Sal, 
2De - [Frib&t20f! Benjamin, who, after 


i had» choſen 2 and::exalted/- him toff 


hos high! Digaitys':Was - xeceived-ias a 
great;:Bleding:i from. Heayen,: with the 
malt joy{ubksAcclamations: ofthe Peo: 
PleciAnc >thejHoly Ghoſt hath;thought 
M 9: bo PRIeO Record; that ey 
cof:: Belial en 


So —_ novo Pre 
ie m:no Pre 
dents: 2 CH oy 27-1 The Pepe: 


Shall! this: #ow-5fove us, and 
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| had defired at King, that - he: 
before' them, -and. "for 36 Boteels ; 
which defires and-expeRations Saul at 


firſt very well anſwered: \. For when he 


took the Kingdom" over 7/7ae/, he fought 


againſt all their Enemies, on every.fide, 


againſt- Moab,. Ammon, Edom,”* Zobah, 
and the Philiftins, and 'whitherſoever he 


. turned himſelf, he wvexed them. And he 


athered an Hoſt and ſmote the: Amale- 
ites, 'and' delrvered Iſrael out of the 
hands: of them that -hated 'them, 1 Sam, 
4-47 4... _ 
And: although God was pleafed to 
rend the Kingdom . from: Saul, for ſpar-' 
ing ſome” 'of Amalek contrary to the 
Divine Command,” and for invading 
the Prieſts Office, yet he was ſo far 


. from aboliſhing Kingly Power, that he 


carefully appointed a © Succeſſor in - it, 
and. ſent” Samet ta Anoint | him, In» 
deed it .'was' ever. his purpoſe to ſettle 
the Kingdom 'in Fadah ;':and theretore 
he took: occaſion from Saz/'s Sins, to be- 
ſtow: the :Crown 'upon David and his 


. Line, who were of that Tribe, making 


the Succeſſion to it Hereditary in the 


Days:of Solomon, when it | was: in its 


moſt: flouriſhing and- glorious State, 
hon 4 And 


out 
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And: had thys, fixed ahe;Scep? 
a | by according 9; Far 


a. Prophocir, he peer wes i 9 
Phi 5:  FTullah until ' Shi/op: came, 
Thys we '{ke the; Goveroment-of :the 
Jewi/h Nation was.gti-aloog Monerchir 
cal, \even from the. Pays of .. Meſes' uaAto 
the caming of::the.: Meffas,. 2nd :it 1s 
not-to-be imagined, þutrhat- Ga. who 
choſe them, to: be\. his peculiar \People, 
would alfo chuſe \for bem the, beſt 
bach of - Government. £xkaat Jn ke 
Morl 


affirmed by ſome of\:the. Rabbins) ac- 


Chriftiqn 
Leyaity |. 
N Co Zo 


| Fidtibn-: of the Mi 
deſervesas: much ro be believed; as'their 


countable to-the. Sanhedrim -or Senate. of 
Seventy-one Perſans, and: (which!is-more) 
might' be: ſcoutged: by/the $anhedrim ; 
only by the great :Sankedrim at! Feru- 
falem, . fay' ſome;; YEA;: fy others; Yi the 
tes $anhedrim.of twenty - three, which 
was. the. Goverament*of every: particu- 
lar! City; This (as the Learned:Dx.. Falk- 
er hath \evidenply;proved) is.- 4 meer 
n-. Rabbins, , and 


prodigious Story inthe. Zalniyd of the 
uupen of Hu fog Eng: 


bles, 


_ If be faid; thatthe Fewi/b Kiggs were 
not. real Soveragns, ; butt: w/tre/! (a5. is 
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bles, which: are there fummedgup to 'an 
hundred and ' ſixty Millions, accounting 
# thouſand thouſand to 'a Million. And 
although both Roemiſs Writers, and 0- 
thers. of an; Antimonarchical ſtrain, in 
managing. their reſpective Deſigns, 
have trequent*recourſe to this Pl:a of 
the Fewz/h Synedrial Power, yet it. is 
not therefore in any degree the more 
credible. * For thoſe mer: (as the Dr, 
* obſerves) who can believe, that the 
* Apoſtolica] Farm of / Church-Govern- 
* ment was by Lay Elders, becauſe dis 
$ vers late Authors, but neither Scrip» 
«ture nor Ancient Fathers,do aſſert it ; 
*and thoſe who. can perſuade them- 
* If * ſelves, that our Saviour made the Bi- 
| £* ſhop of Rome the | Univerſal Monarch 
- || © of the whole World, and gave, hima 
- | * Plenitude of all Temporal and Spiri- 
> If © tual Power; becauſe many Writers of 
: | © that Communion do now aſſert this, 
* while what is mconfiſtent therewith 
© was declared by Chriſt and his Apo- 
© ſtles, and the Ancient Chriſtian Church, 
* ſuch men have underſtandings of- a fit 
f fize,. and: ſuitable diſpoſition, to:receive 
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f the Synedrial Authority and Suprema- 
6+ L-4 Fourthly, 


mo] 


* theſe:;Rabbinical Traditions concerning” 
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+. Fourth, After. our | Saviours com- 


_ ing, Monarchy. being the /Univerſal Go- 


vernment, ſettled ' and eſtabliſhed-in all 
conſiderable. Nations and Countries, he 
was ſo far . from changing: and altering 


this moſt ancient -and univerſal Polity, 


that he required and commanded all his 
Diſciples to live in Obedience and .Sub- 
jection 'to it. That the Fewi/ſh Monar- 
chy was of the ſame Nature with the 


_ . Fewiſh Prieſthood, that Kingly Govern- 


ment was a Figure and a Shadow in 
that Oeconomy, a part of the Legal 


P:xdagogie, inconſiſtent - with Chriſtian 


Liberty, and conſequently aboliſhed by 
the coming of the Meſtah, is ſuch a 
wild ' and abſurd imagination, as our 


Enthufiaſtick Republicans could never 


have entertained, if they had once ſe- 
riouſly peruſed | either ' the: Goſpel of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, or tie: Writings of 
his Apoſtles. '' las 

He who declared, that his Kingdom 
was not of this, World, came not to-ſup- 
plant or unhinge'the Kingdoms ne found 
here. He came  not/to-vextinguſh the 


 Title,, break the. Scepters; and: trample 


upon. the Crowns, of Earthly Monarchs, 
but - gave a-greater.' ſeeurity.-and. efta- 
io], = OL. © © bliſhmept 
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bliſhment to their juſt Dominion, than 
ever'it had before.” ©'He' never claimed 
a Power of judging, cenſuring , and de- 
poſing Soveraign Princes, although ſome 
of his profeſſed Servants in Rome, in 
Geneva, in Scotland, and (I wiſh T could 
not' fay) in England, have. The Son 
of God was no Enemy to Czar, bus 
acknowledged his Imperial Authority, 
and commanded men to render to him 
all the Rights which belong to Sove- 
raign Majeſty, When that ' enſnaring 
Interrogation was propoſed by 'the Pha- 
riſes,” /s it lawful to give Tribute unta _ avs 
Czfar > He not only gave a diſtin& 
Anſwer to their particular Enquiry, con- 
vincing them 'of their Obligation ro 
pay | Tribute, but alſo laid down. this 
general Rule, That they ought to ren- 
der to Ceſar all the things that are Ce- 
fars. He plainly proved to them the 
juſt Soveraignty of- Cez/ar by his Pre- 
rogative of ' Coining' Money,” and gave 
them an ocular Demonſtration of it, by 
ſhewing them the Majeſty of their Go- 
vernour in the Image upon their Coin, 
and the CharaQers of his Authority 
in the-Superſcription. And yet Czefar 
was at' this rime their Soveraign, m 
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* ©." -by an. gneient and hereditary Right, |[s « 

but by the more dubious Title of a new. an 

and late Conqueſt. | Iy 

Our, Saviour owned the. Power of fth: 

Governing the World, delegated by God NT! 

to Emperors and Monarchs, and con- 

firmed that Delegation by his own O- 

bedience to it. As he told the Roman Pre. 

ſident, that he could have no Power at 

Tobe 19. all againſt him, except it were given him 

B- * from abque; fo. conſidering the Divine 

Original of that Power, he: meckly ſub- 

mitted even to the moſt cruel and un- 

juſt Exerciſe - of it, not denying the WY 

Authority of his Judge, although his 

Sentence was the moſt wicked that was 

ever pronounced. , He, who knew that 

Kings and Emperours ſhould hereafter 

be Nurſing Fathers to his Church, would 

not now take away their Power, or in 

the leaſt diminiſh their Soveraignty, or 

oppoſe them with any forcible Ref qui 

ſtance, tho' no man ever ſuffered - un- the 

der them ſuch unjuſt and inhuman | 
lage as he met with.  __.. 

Neither .did any of | his Apoſtles take 

upon them to New-model the Govern- 

ments of the World, but were exa& 

Followers: of their Lord and Maſter, 1 


 & 
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s quiet and peaceable ſubmiſſion unto, 
and—in a_ juſt revering of all Eagth- 
ly Kings and Manarchs, as no othex 
{ than Gads Miniſtexgs and Vicegerents. 
| | The higher Powers which St. Pa/, in 
. the £374 to the Romans, calls the Or- 
{dinance of God, and to which. he ex- 

horts eyery Soul to be ſubje& upon pain 
; Bot Damnation, were at that time Mor 
; Enarchical; and although che Perſon 
: poliefied of thoſe Powers is generally 
- thought to be Nero, who was one of 
the 'worſt Monarchs that ever Reigned ; 
yet he earneſtly. prefſeth the neceſſity 
of Subjection to him, not only for Wrath, 


bed. as: he was, he was advanced to the 
Empire.by God, he was Gods Mipiſter, 
and iovelted with bis Authority. Is 
{ems St. Paul was fo. great a Friend to 
Monarchical Govetnment, that he. re 
quired 3; 'dutiful Subjeftion to it, as ta 
the Conſtirution: and. - Appointment of 
God, and. would not give the leaſh en- 
co rogoruent to —_— its alteration, 
y ſetting up a Popular .Soveraignty: ; 
although, the Emperor, who - then go- 
Aoraps was not only 8 :Heathen, but 
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uck: 4. prodigious Tyrant, as no Prince. | 
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in the” Chriſtian World ever was; or 

is ever 'like to be. 'The fame ' Apo- 
ſtle'alſo ' manifeſtly prefers Monarchs, 
before ''all other Governours, when he 
exhorts that Prayers \and Supplication 
be made firſt for Kings, and then for all 
others in Authority. x Tim. 2. 1. And 
St. Peter gives an undeniable Appro- 
bation'of Monarchy, when he fo evi. 
dently , placeth the Soveraign Power in 

a ſingle Perſon, and fo expreſly fixeth 

it there, as any 'man may ſee he doth, 

in "the firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, Chap. 

2. Verſes 13, 14. Submit your ſelves td 
'every Ordinance 'of' man, for the' Lords 
fake, whether it be to the King as Sul, 
preme, or unto Governours,. as unto- them 
that are ſent by him. St. Peter here re- 
quires ſubjeQion to all humane Power 
and Authority, which he calls &fporin 
zriou humane Creature, or Conſtituti-Wf ;, 
' on," not as if it were fo the Ordinance, 
of Man; as not to be the Ordinance offff ; 
God; for then St.” Pezer would con-iſl; 
tradi St. Paul, but becauſe the Power 
and” Authority, which is appointed by 
God,' is managed, - exerciſed, and exe- 
cuted;'by,” and among; ant! over. -men,ſ; 


and forthe good of * men. - hey 
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he. calls it the Ordinance of man, he 
exhorts to ſubmit to :ir, for the Lords 
ſake, which plainly ſignifies, that whate- 
ver hand men have in the: eſtabliſh- 
ment and the exerciſe of Civil Go- 
vernment, yet it is appointed by God, 
and derived from him; But that which 
I chiefly obſerve' in this . Apoſtolical 
command, 1s, that -St.- Peter manifeſtly 
aſſerts the -Soveraign: Power of Kings 
and: Monarchs, but-:riot- of the. Senate 
or the People. Aecording::to :his-Poli- 
ticks, the King - is | the ſole - Supreme 
Governour, and, all : others are com- 
mifſioned | by. -him; and-ought to; live in 
ſubje&ion to him. "They wereto obey 
Claudius, 'the then; Rowan; Emperor, as 
their, higheſt Lord and | -Governour, 
next and immediately under God; they 
were-alſo- to ſubmit 'to. Farivs Cdmil- 
lus; Seribonianus, and:.to the other! Ro- 


may Procurators initheir ſeveral, Pro- 


vinte9 31 but theſe: :they- were'-to obey 
under the: Emperor, only as his Officers 
and Miniſters, only ſo far, and ſo.long; as 
they derived Authority from him,, Thus 


"| w*keCtriſt and his Apoſtles acknowledg: 


ed,zapproved, -and confirmed: that Mo- 
narchical- Power, by: which- they: ;found 


3593 the 
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#58 


_ thoſe /State-menders, who-are' for. ſet: 
- ting-up- a np Sovetargnty. 


_ real and: mtrinfick- Dignity and *Excel- 


viitag@yandifewer inconveniences, than 


ver: the feveral. Members of ' the: Natu- 


Sz naw IV, 
the World governed, and'gave no en. 
couragement to the novel Opinionsof 


- Fifthly; Momrchy-hath init ſelf 7 


lency-beyond all other Models of Go- 
vernment: It is moſt agreeable ro'Na- 
ture; :and! to - the ' common Genius of 
Mankirdd. © 'Tis | moſt eafie. and ſafe; 
moſt-worthy! and-honourabte;z arid moſt 
apt to*-prochre”'and promote the: chief 
ends of Goverhment, having-far more'ad- 


ary” Atiftotratical or Deriocraticat State] ** 
" We 6 rhere 1s bur one' Head' 6- G 


ral Body; ahd 'tis almoſt as monſtrow 
to'liave it otherwiſe"in the Body Po- 
htivk. "There is' but 'one Mind''6r Un 
debſtariding to poverha .alt che" humane 
Palfforls «&d executive Powers,” and if 
ay of" them" comthiant> and 'contfol in 
clie-pldec of Reaſon, "18-is nu Rebelfion 
ad" Uſurpation. By the Ordinarice '6f 
Heaven; one Sun rules: the Day, 4nd 
oe” Moor the Nighe';/ but if divers Fe 
r at the? fate --fime,1"6r. if 

ts'give: Tight inſtead of the Ng WS 

v2; 


 Sanxmon IV, 
theſe are look'd upon' with horror, as 
f the-Prodigies of Nature, and the ter- 
|| rifying Omens of Wars and Plagues, and 
dire Calamities\coting upon the world. 
Among; the Bees, as Naturaliſts obſerve, 
a little Monarch governs the | whole 
Swarm. Of- the Cranes, one; flies be- 
tore and leads: the. company. Among 
Sheep and other: Cattle, one guides the 
Flock, and is-as'it' were Herdſman to 
the reſt. Thus: there appears fome re- 
ſemblance of | Monarchy thorow the 
whole courſe of Nature. And if it had 
hot been: hugely agreeable to Mankind, 
ir--could never' have ſo univerſally pre- 


ſo;:long | continued the ſtanding Go- 
veramenit- of. all Ages, and of all Na- 
tions, except\a-very few.: For the num- 
ber of Common+«wealths that have been 
ere&ed in the: world; compared” with 


ments; is as ſmall and inconſiderable, 
ds the number of ftrangeand monſtrous 
ef Births, compared with thoſe uſual and: 


=. = =; a TT 50 BR. 7” ohne, re a2 ey o © 6 


2 fdtural 'ProduRtions, which daily ap-. 


pear”gecording to the regular courſe of 
| Things: And''of thoſe few: Common- 
| wealths, ſome: have been forced to 're- 


$3316 turg 


vailed-as it hath'; it could never have. 


the Monarchies 'atid Regal” Govern-' 


try 


$z x» on: 1V,; 
turn to:Monarchy, that they: might not 
be: ruined-under:their new Models. 
, No-other ; Governtnent | hath ſuch a 
Nable Foundation for - its own . contis 
nuance; or for the firm and durable ſup- 
port.of the Peace and Happineſs of the 
People: governed, : as Monarchy hath. 
When/.the | different. Intereſts and di- 
ſtrated minds ;+ the / various ' Inclinati- 
ons, and the ' contrary: Humours of the 
many chief Magiſtrates:of: a Republick, 
are ready-to tear the State in pieces; 
the Monarch rules and governs all things 
with an-eaſie,' peaceful; 'and:! undiſturb- 
ed. Determination, having-none to.con- 
. tend with him, or :to-:controle':him, 
\ Where Many: govern;:there will be ine- 
vitable: 'Divifions and! Difſentions -a- 
mong [them ; and we know, that a XAing- 
dom divided: againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. 
Bur;ſuth:Difcords' and, Dangers cannot 
ariſe, whete: the | Soveraignty 1s in a 
 Gogle Perſon,” JETS 
;The: Mobarch::alfs. rhay; readily. and 
ſpeedily! at-any Time, or; in any: Place, 
. . Judge-and Decree , concerning/the pub- 
lick-Afﬀairs.' But the -feversl:-Govern- 
ours/12-+. Republick © muſt -appointe:: 
Time: and- Place, when and whert:to 
'N mees 
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meet: together z/and after ; they are af- 
ſembled,; there; are frequently-many long 
and tedious: debates; ;; before- any pe 


_ can be: effected, if. they; do at laſt a 


what toi determine, -In; ſhort, all x oe 
inconveniences of a Po Government, 
mentioned :in a former» Wes ate-as 
voided inMonarchy. ;j} 1. | 
-- If itche ſaid; that the: Wiktom, J ide 

ment, Couoſel: and , Condu& of many, 
may: be much better than of one alone: 
iFhis 6-trvei:Butthen we: —__ canſi- 
det;e vikjonheteſs a yi difter XGRCE \be- 


ed. ed by 


there is po mnt ns » + 


ofa: M isude of Price mp i Tere "= 
SL d, hn weighty; Af- | 

ear the ſeveral Tudg- 

s of many ;:: bur the 


| lying | þ net ripe 
Gali hs fallowed;th 
Commanding what i 


6  Saxnes :I0. 
and ſooneſt performed Hewho - 
+ 'hach com an labs 
divers wiſe” Counſetors-' in ariy Cafe, 


Halls be-able co give a ) n 
upon, like xe: Oracle. He: whio hath con- ff - 
 fidered;and'd all their Arguments, N 
| bvtls ow the'teide-and on 'the- other, || | 
may eaſily and ſpeedily -det&rmine the YN ( 

| r, many: 7, and db: with- f 
—_ af Conten- 
tn 9.19 B83 24106 it cl. 
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PINT: 
a _G ed in many, there 


e unto moſt. Neither is it poſs 
;4 re rpuld. be fo much Ty- 

Monarch 4 35 there may be 
k, unle %p can imagine 
may. WHEY of of more 


ONE. 
..In a ward " FOR good Offices and 
eneficial,. rn 

many; 

Hoo-wealih 


jef Magiftrates;.in a Com 
bl tt cag, perform by. the .advan- 


, tags. gpmber, may be.done much 
better and £a (ar; by.one Soyeragn Prince, 


with. the. AlbJanee of: his /Counſellorg 
Fo : Mmileti - Bur. che.abuſcsof Supreme - 
L) (=ipt Ft bo be. ſo great.or ſo =P; 
tad wntg:one, as they 

Roe OT no unto mas 

5 How ;J q 

di "Ih 1 ane | ITY Obſervable 
in-the "Text: 50 be; . by us, 
ls -Pranciggl means of the. bap- 


9 durable State. 4:1 4" Nation under. 
| and that is the Wiſdom of 


Monazel, bis: waderſtanding and knows 
bak 25A M 2 ledge. 


of Government, which - 


$.- apd where the 


IV. 


leds c. But Rt. a man of FE MEYEE "and 
browledg the $ Fare thereof” ſhalt be FG 
longe 

_ Naliewic beg asked; What was the 
beſt and-moſt uſeful ching i in the world? 
Anſwered; A King,” who beitty the Mi 

. of God; is above' all; anff'&mimands 
But when the King "Yeſetn Jles God" not 
only in his Supreme Power and. Autho- 
rity; but alſs his Divine Wiſdom ang 
Goodneſs, When Light, and' nowledge, 
and Underſtanitling, and py extellent Spe 
Dan. 5.11, vie is found'i# on, He'is" then” certain- 
; ly the greateft*B lefſing Ui at”Earth' can 
enjoy, or Heaven' beſtow,” 44 King that 
fitteth in the Throne of "TFudgnient, ſcat: 
tereth awd "all evil with! ts Eyes. Prov. 


o 


wh King. ——__ the "Ire 57 Ret 


drawer the Wheel over? rel ”m: Prov.” 20; 
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 j£Qs, applies Ronkel, properly to them, 


SnnMON TV. 


. Aſſemblies, breaks their Combinations, 
and gives .them the: due Rewards of 


. .their unjuſt Enterpriſes. The only Trou- 


blers of a State are wicked and: unrea- 
ſonable Men; theſe therefore his Pru- 
dence ſuppreſſeth, that he may procure 
and preſerye a ſettled Peace and Tran- 
quillity. Thus, the Xing by Judgment 
ſtabliſheth the Land, Prov. 29. 4. Al- 
though the. common ſort of People be 
of a perverſe Nature, Vain and Ignorant, 
Proud and Contentious, impatient of Re- 
ſtraint, deſirous of unbounded Liberty, 
unwilling / to be tied to Laws, hard to be 
tamed, and apt to run into Confuſions ; 
yet the Prince, who is well skilled inthe 


Myſtery. of Empire, bridles this Behe- 


moth, puts his hook into the Noſe of this / 
Leviathan, reduceth the wild and boiſte- - 
rous Multitude to ſome Order and Quiet- 


neſs, and by inflicting exemplary Puniſh- 


\ments.on ſome of the worſt of them, 


keeps the reſt in due Bounds. 
'The Wiſe Monarch, being well -ac- 


_ quainted with the various Humours and 


Paſſions of Mankind, and: eſpecially with 
that diyerſity. of Temper and;Manners, 


| Which may be obſerved in his own Sub- 
he 


and 


S's ku 6k! : Iv. 


fo thafadedi thirk\23'to- ikke ther 

ante: Studies, Inelinfitiorls, nd: Aft 
tlohs, joynitly- conſpire $6 udvance the 
eommon Good; 

He underſtands "MN Nene and Cit 
cuniſtances of his- Afﬀairs;z Vitws things 
 nof ca þ in their F prefent Poſture and fr- 

perficia Applthict but” {earches them 
to the bottorh, enquitts: iff the proba. 
ble Iſſhes and Everits 6f 'them, \confiders 
their Cauſes; Cortcorffiranits; Eftas, and 
Conſe ents, "With all their aceidents 


and- relations 5 4d wfeth Hot only his 


own Jud atrient, but the-beſt advice of 
the Wi wine within his Dominions ; 
by which thearts he finds bat the firreſt 

pedients, for” providing for" the Safe. 
ty and Projpetiry of his Kingdom, and 
the improvernent of its Hohour and Re- 
putation. Ta 

His Laws are excellenty contrived for 
the publick"behefir; Hot roo gentle, be- 
cauſe ſuch are fedom obeyed ; nor too 
| ſevere; beaſt ſuch are ſeldom executed, 
He will reign ifi mens Hearts and Af 
fedtoris, as well-as over their-Bodies; and 
that he may-beno'tels love than feared, 
he allays che Terror of Trrefiftible Ma- 


ty, fd COTag of Supretiie _ 
Y 
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Sam ©» IV. 
ious' | Aſſurances of his Royal 


Goodneſs: 'He looks upon - Juſtice and 


Mercy as:the-great Pillars: that ſuppert 


his Government, and'hath an equal-re- 
gard to them both. ##is Throne /ball be 
eſtabliſhed. in raghteouſneſs, (Prov. 2.5.5.) 
aud upbolden by mercy, (Prov.:20. 28.) he 


\ 8. not /ſo-rigorons, as to /be:wholly ih- 


tent'upon Juſtice;;nor ſo remils;as by his 
mildneſstobring his Authority into Can» 
tempt, | 

. He diſtinguiſhes Times and Seaſons; 
knows when -to Pardon, 'and when to 
Puniſh; 'when to looſen, and when to 
ftraiten'-the' Reins of his: Government. 


He diſcerns Perſons too ; not only who 


are good Subjedts, and who are Ene- 
mies or diſafite&ed; but alſo, who are :a- 
ble and faithful Friends, whoſe Reports 
he may credit, whoſe Judgment and In- 
tegrity he;may truſt; and who are. dif- 


ſembling Flatterers and Sycophantsi, 
. thoſe Wolves'in Sheeps clothing, tholſe-fly 


Traytors under the Mantle of Loyalty. 
He knows whom. to w and-whom 
to rejet ; whom to reward, and whom 


\ fo chaſtife, /Prov. I4 35+ The Kings Fa- 


vour- is towards a miſe: Servant: but his 
Frathis againſt -himithaticauſeth $hame. 
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Hinſaf,fo og | 
and. thoſe 't6* DÞ Þoine; "og nd all. to 

© the Rule of: right hw oc For'/'tho' he 
accommodates himſelf to the various cir- 
cumſtances- of Things, Perſons; Times, 
and Events, like the skilful Pilot; who 
to the different:'State- of the I _i 
Sea,andthefe) veral changes bf the Wind, il p 
'doth diverfly rurn+ and dads -his. Sails; Wl a 
yet inall the: (Mutations, Revolutions, MW þ 
ti 

it 

ſl 


[= 


"my wi th. 


and Viciflitudes 'of his Affairs, he- per- 
fiſts unmoveably-the. ouns, obvaating e- 
| Emer 5/and- managing ever | 
Gale, HS ag Feelence wy Mind, al 
arid even Temper of Soul, and a uniform B 
—_ of iProcedute, either regulated Wl &l 
he his own former Experience, or by tt 
the Obſervations of: Hiſtory. be 
_ . In: ſhort, the: Glory. and: Majeſty of Nn 
a Wiſe Monarch: ſhines always with the ll 1) 
fame- bright Rays, caſting a fair Luſtre, i c: 
-and: diffuſing a benign Influence all a: Wh 1c 
_ «bout; ſo that if any ſort of People un- Mp 
der his TR be not — s 
211 Co 


| os 5 
Difſaftection, or. by the inter 
ſome ſuch' Obſtacles. His prudent 
miniſtration makes. his good . 


live ſomewhat uneafily under the moſt 
_ excellent Government, who inſtead .of 
Loyal Obedience-to' it are. continually 
miſrepreſenting, libelling, and oppoſing 
it, that by rendring_]it odious, they-may 
perſuade people;to a defection; from it, 


and reduce it tothoſe difficulties and per-" 


plexities, -which. may give them oppor- 
tunity either to undermine, or. oyerturn 


it. Neither is it fit indeed, that ſuch men 


ſhould proſper. in their accurſed Attempts 
and Machinations. .'Tis:none. of the leaſt 
Benefits which a Kingdom receiyes. from 
the Prudence of the Soveraign,That it is 


"ORC: 
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happy. But'tis no wonder, if thoſe men 


thereby protected” from ſuch a Malevo- 


Tent-Party withinit, which, if they were 
Not curbed and reſtrained,. would quick- 
8 ly. ruine the-whole. Thus we .ſeethe 
i excellent Efle&s of Wiſdom and. Know- 


| I ledge in a Prince, - and how greatly it 
make | | 


 -makes for the Happineſs of a Land. 
| But yet we are:not to think, that 6; 
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vernitients 


OE Welfare, without the 
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CT Prince 


whicl 


id beer 
rhe! Lord keep 


n fits Ta be want 


rhings, 
+ Arts 


isimperfe@, 


7 > 6. 1rdhis FAG forfubate 
ad TWceBFuf, or that he tat Lontitinally 
prefeive biſon And Profperity of his 


Xfaits ef this World, 


S, 


Faot to the frog, more Race 
' bat Timie-an#l 2 Vince: happen 
"The 'balt 'of hnmane Go- 
and'theibeſt Go. 


on Eartly cannot infaflibly 'fe- 


tendency,and favoura- 


ly expett, and'prepare againſt. Tn- 


teh his Wifdem + 
to be-done; and thoſk 


tr heemploys, if they be not” wiſe 


and f: 


trivarices, and Toit His inoſthopefal De 


zithfal, may ſoon'-mar all his'Con- 
ſigns, 


'to effe&t ma- 
« tell 


hity Ged. Fxcepr 
the City, the Watchmunwa- 
rb ut i vain. The moſt vigilant and 
cannot certainly foreſee 

gerous 'Events, and unhap- 
Ty Kecietits. whic which, if they be not a- 
verted;,miay ſudden y ſpring up;and'prove 
fargl to the State. Neitheris he always 
furniſhed-with the Power 'to prevent-the 
Miſchneſs and Calathities that! he” may 
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"> JaAxava"T tt 
| gpl" Yea akhbugh he batlyall homanoe © - 
| | -aids/imoginable;- the | belt"! and ablelt 

. Epunſellors, the Rrongelt Attnites, the 

| | richeſt Treafares; and all ttakd$6d- with 

; | thegreateſt Prudence, Conti, and Con- 
Ec 

'"” 


iqu@3-yet he may: be oppoſed" by ſothe | 

, fort {0 Enemies, which he-can- never 

\. | maſtef#/Aﬀll his Wiſdom, and allhis Power 

> | <an'make bura weak Reſiſtance ror 

-. || confuming. Fatnities, deſtroying Pla 

i violetit Tempits,' raging Inundatio 

2-0 andfearful Cart quales He'exnnot flop 

2: tlie malignant Influences -of the Stars, 

a-M nor ſuppreſs the noxious Vapours of the 

df Earth, nor purifie” the contagious Air, 

el Dor give Laws to-the' proud Awelling 

wp Waves, that the Winds and Seas may o- 

| bey him; Theſe things he only can-do, 

vel who hath a Supreme SERUTME over 

950 4 che World.- 

hell And therefore the ttuly 'Wiſe Prince 

yl ot not cortfide in his own Policy or 

Strength, but -hunibly implores the Fa- 4.1 

volt ahdbleſſogoftheDivineProvidence 1a. 

toiprote&& his Perſon, guide his Counſels, 

ko tg ep all his favors, for the * 

ablick Welfare: Which that he may the 

better obtain, he will employ his Antho- 

rity for ' the Maintenance and Prefervas 
tion 
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.tion. of tryeReligion. .. He will:rule:;0- 
er mens Fear of God, always: re- 
mempring, hype ch, th no; -Supe- 
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pon. ne-in Heaven. 
, ower ay be-the ſupport of Virtue, 
ore Jorraney the, bw of 
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Preſſed 

age th _ pa por > greg error of 
evil Doogg partereby .he will anſwer the 
ena Lok His: Inſtit won, as it becomes the 
C iniſter of God for the Good of 
© Nation Now ſuch. a; Prince, notwith- 


3 Mtandj ithe. difficulties of Empire, 
3 = 9 teat cauſe to; deſpair of a = 
| ſperity, 


the management oft. Pro 

only waits upon well-ad- 

ied Ar pts; and the. Divine Provi: 

dence, ps is. wont to afford its Con- 

courſe to the juſt and regular Proceed: 
ings-of private-men,'.is mach more con- 
cerned for Soveraign Princes, who. are 

T1. Ho Vicegerents and : Reproſepeaive 
; He by whom Kings Reign, giveth great 
TN . Deliverance dh oy ding: ſhewerh Mer 
ay 18. cy. to his Anointed. Where God exalts 
a. man-to.a Throne, and makes him. his 


great Inſtrument .in the Government of 


a. Nation, the Perſon with whom. ſachs al 
Qs 
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Rille' bver then; © * which is 


ediuF Prote oper fry or- 
gn worn the ' Admimiſtration 

His high Office, and arduous” Aﬀatrs. ” ' 
"Buri it ſhould fo happeh, "tit God 


be TE Ba pile Fo 


owe all their 


tlie-Life to'comie. * " And the Pev! 
if God be gracioys to ) ens 
own hd Experience hath taug ughe't 
difference betweep' the gentl& Reign of 
4'rightful Mohartte and Fe bounded 
Tyranny of various SE, cha: 

made happy again, by 'the Re-eftabliſh- 
ment of the Government, a 2 os 
flauration of A: Lawful "Soye gn, 


Mercy of Heavn- -tow ards: ag D 
dos. that we' at this Time > Hole mol 
commemorate...” 
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| 'Sznkncon. IV. I 
| of Great Britain + A Thing effeRed by : 
fuch admirable Trains of Providence, 
and {uct manifeſt Dechrations of the 
Kindnefs and Favour of Heaven, both 
ro this Imperial Crown, and tothepre- 
' i ſent Pofletior of it, that it alone, if 
thorowly conſidered, were enough for 
ever fo filence all thefe FaCtions among 
us, that are any way difatteQed, either 
towards the one, or towards the other. 
Let us therefore render all poſſible 
Thanks to the moſt High God, for put- 
ting a Period to our Civil War, and 
all the Calamities of a twelve years 
unſettlement and Uſurpation, by placin 
over us: again ſuch a Government, an 
ſuch..a' Governour; and for preſerving 
both Him and Ir, for theſe twice twelve 
years, ſince their Miraculous Reſtauration. 

And with our Praiſes, let us joyn our 
Prayers, That God who hath hitherto ſo 
wonderfully delivered our moſt Gracious \, 
Soveraign from Enemies and Dangers of 
all forts, would ſtill prote&t his Royal 
Perfon, continue his Health and Vigor, 
inſpire his Mind with Wiſdom,and Crown 
his Endeavours with ſucceſs, that by his 
Knowledge and underſtanding our happy 
State may be prolonged. Amen, 
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